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THE MODERATOR: Thank you for joining us today on
the first of two NFL Network media conference calls for
the 2017 NFL Draft.  Joining me on the call today are
NFL Network analysts Daniel Jeremiah and Bucky
Brooks.

Before I turn it over to Daniel and Bucky for opening
remarks and questions, a few quick NFL Network
programming notes.  You can catch both Daniel and
Bucky on NFL Network's Path to the Draft, which airs
Monday through Friday at 6 p.m. Eastern time leading
up to the 2017 NFL Draft in Philadelphia.

Additionally, Daniel and Bucky host the Move the Sticks
podcast, which is available on NFL Network, NFL Now,
YouTube and iTunes.  NFL Network provides live
coverage of the 2017 NFL Draft April 27th through
29th.  There will also be extensive digital coverage of
the NFL Draft on NFL.com, NFL Mobile, from Verizon
and NFL Now.  Stanford head coach David Shaw will
join NFL Network's coverage of the first round of the
NFL Draft on Thursday, April 27th, at 8 p.m. Eastern
time.

Finally, the second of NFL Network's Draft media
conference calls will be on Friday, April 21st, at 1 p.m.
Eastern time with NFL Network Analyst Mike Mayock.
Details of that call will be provided at a later date.

Now I will turn it over to Daniel and Bucky for opening
remarks before we take questions.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: Thanks for logging in today.  I
look forward to chatting with you guys.  Kind of opening
thoughts on the draft from me, then Bucky will follow
me up here.

When I look at this draft on a whole, the things that
jump out to me is just the depth we have in the
secondary, especially corners is a really, really deep
group, even though we've had a couple injuries at the
position.  Safeties is loaded.  Then edge rushers, it's a
good group of edge rushers overall.  Guys are going to
be either standing up or hand down on the edge.

Offensively, the best tight end and runningback groups

I've seen in a decade.  So it's loaded at those two
positions with high-end talent as well as depth.

Then in terms of some positions where we aren't as
strong, I talked to an offensive line coach this week
who said this is the worst offensive line class he's seen
in 15 years.  So, look, I started in '03.  I can go back to
there.  It's not a good group of offensive linemen.  I can
get on board with that statement.

Quarterback, I think we lack the top-tier talent at the
position this year.  I think one that's not talked about all
that much, defensive tackle.  I don't think it's a very
good defensive tackle draft.

That's kind of my view from the top of this draft class.

BUCKY BROOKS: To piggyback off of Daniel in terms
of looking at the overall depth of the class, I would
agree with him about it being a defensive-heavy draft,
particularly at some of the marquis positions.  In the
defensive backfield, corner and safety I think it's one of
the deepest classes that we've had.  The injuries at the
corner position have knocked it down a bit, but I think
teams that looking for corners that can come in and act
at plug-and-play players will certainly find some guys to
their liking.

I think the safety class is outstanding, depending upon
what kind of safety you prefer, whether it's a box safety
or a true centerfield free safety type, those guys are
there.  There are also some guys who are kind of
following the trend of the hybrid player, meaning they
can be the nickel safety linebacker or the nickel corner
while also occupying a deep safety role.

The pass-rusher class is deep at the top and middle
round.  I think you can find guys that can be perennial
10-sack-plus artists.  Guys in the second and third tier
that have outstanding skill, may not have the
athleticism or size that you like, but they have the ability
to get to the quarterback.

On offense, I would agree with Daniel, the runningback
and tight end class is phenomenal.  There's going to be
a lot of conversation about runningbacks benefitting
from the Ezekiel Elliott effect understand and his
impact on the Dallas Cowboys.  I believe this
runningback class would have been regarded as one of
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the best classes in some time just based on their talent
alone, regardless of what Ezekiel Elliott was able to do
for the Cowboys.

At tight end you have a lot of play-makers.  You have a
handful of traditional Y tight ends, but these
mismatched guys, guys that would normally play the H
or the F position, guys that are kind of like those jumbo
wide receivers, will have the opportunity to play in the
league and create mismatches, much like Jordan Reed
has been able to do.

When it comes to the quarterback class, I know there's
been a lot of shots taken at this class.  But I do believe
there's some young developmental players at the
position that are intriguing prospects, even the guys
that will come off the board at the top of the board, they
will be picked apart, kind of talked about how they're
not ready to play.

But I do believe in time that one or two of these guys
can emerge as stars at the position, kind of carry the
torch from some of the old guard that will be kind of
fading in the next two or three years and become stars
in this league.

Those are my thoughts.

THE MODERATOR: Now we'll turn it over to questions
for Daniel and Bucky.

Q. Daniel, I was hoping you could better explain the
projection of Njoku to Detroit in your mock draft.
Seems to be a lot of skill set over the last couple --
strengths and weaknesses with Eric Ebron.  For
both of you, you highlighted the cornerback
strength in this draft.  In your evaluations, how
difficult has it been to separate the top of this class
because it seems so stacked?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: With the tight end with Njoku at
Detroit, I have a much higher grade on him than I did
on Ebron coming out.  I think he can do lot of those
things, does them at a higher level.  I think he's got
more potential in the blocking front, little bit more want-
to in that regard.

The thing with the tight end, with Detroit, we've talked a
bunch about how Bob Quinn coming from New
England, the success they had there with a couple tight
ends, then just really with mock drafts, the way I
approach it, I know everybody does it differently, my top
50 I base off my evaluations.

Mock drafts to me are more based off what I'm hearing,
people around the league seem to point out to me,
Okay, this team is showing interest in this position or
this player.  I go off what I hear.

With Detroit, I've heard from several different people
around the league they seem really dialed in on these
tight ends and are doing a lot of homework on them to
not be serious about it.  That's why I ended up
connecting those dots with Njoku.

He's got All-Pro potential.  He could be a dominating
player at the position.  That's why I ended -- why I've
matched him up with Detroit on occasion.

Then the cornerbacks, trying to sort out the corners is
not easy.  To me, I start with the two Ohio State kids
right at the top.  Then after that, I think if you talk to 10
different teams around the league, the No. 3 guy,
you're going to get a number of different answers.  You
have the long, athletic kids with upside, really raw,
Marlon Humphrey, who some guys really like.  Then
you have Tre'Davious White and Awuzie from Colorado
who maybe their ceiling isn't as high as a Humphrey,
but a much higher floor.  Safe players, four-year guys,
dependable, you know exactly what you're getting with
them.  I think they're ready to play right away.

It's kind of what you want, to be safe or take a little bit
of risk there.  There's corners for whatever way you
want to go there.

BUCKY BROOKS: Looking at the cornerback class, a
lot of it comes down to style and scheme fit.  I don't
know if there's necessarily a transcendent star at the
position, but I do believe there are a bunch of plug-and-
play players, guys that would traditionally be viewed as
number two corners on most teams.

Marshon Lattimore is a guy at the top of the charts.  He
is probably the most athletic, the most polished in
terms of being the natural shutdown corner that you
look for.  Hamstring issues and durability issues kind of
prevent me from jumping on him as a guy that could be
a star at the position.

When you go below him, Conley, I think Conley falls
right up under him, he is a solid, dependable blue-
collar type corner, a guy that can do all of the things
that you look for from a skill set, can press, can play off,
is a willing tackler, has ball skills.  Those guys have a
tendency to play for a long time in the league.

But there are a number of guys that have similar skill
sets.  Daniel talked about Marlon Humphrey, Awuzie
from Colorado being a guy like that.  You go down and
you see some of the taller corners like Teez Tabor,
Quincy Wilson, guys that can fit press schemes, some
cover two schemes.  You have a wild card in Adoree'
Jackson who may be the best athlete of the crew, but is
a little unrefined in his technique.  If he fixes that part of
his game, he has a chance to be a Pro Bowl player.
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There are plenty of options to people.

Q. Could y'all address what pass-rusher may be
available there at 31 for Atlanta, then the nuances
of stacking the draft boards now where you don't
take the best player available, but you have to take
your needs into consideration in the free agency
era.
BUCKY BROOKS: Atlanta is sitting in an interesting
situation down at the bottom of the first round.  A lot of
what is going to be available to them will depend upon
what others decide to do at defensive end and outside
linebacker.  Because of the scheme, what they
currently have with Vic Beasley, you would like to think
they need more of a traditional base defensive end that
has pass-rush ability.

When you look at the board, what could be available to
them at the bottom of the first round, you think maybe
Taco Charlton is able to get there possibly.  Outside of
the first round, the names that probably will come up,
Tarell Basham from Ohio, Deshaun Hull (phonetic), a
little later.  Trey Hendrickson from Florida Atlantic.
Those guys could be possibilities when you get into
day two.

If they're looking for a guy that is more in the mold of
Vic Beasley, kind of an outside linebacker that has the
ability to maybe rush on third downs, T.J. Watt would
have an opportunity to be in the conversation, Tim
Williams, Ryan Anderson, Derek Rivers from
Youngstown State.  There's some intriguing
possibilities.  It's a matter of what does Dan Quinn
want to do with his defense and how does he want to
complement his number one rusher in Vic Beasley.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: The second part of the question
about the need, being a little bit more need based in
your drafting.  I don't like that.  I don't like that
philosophy at all.  I officially believe the best player
available is the way to go.

Now, to me, what you do, then, in that case, if you want
to match up your need with best player available, is
move around on the board, trade out of there if you
want to get more value, or trade up if you want to get
somebody that fits that need.  But make sure you're
watching the value and the need together.

I think you get in big trouble when you end up passing
on great players at other positions to take good players
at a position that you need right now.  I mean, you can
go back and look, there's examples every single year.
Go back to last year, we'll see how it all works out, we
all knew what happened with Laremy Tunsil.  Miami
last year, they didn't have a glaring need at the tackle

position, but they had a player they felt like could be a
premier left tackle in the NFL.  He kind of fell into their
lap.  Instead of going to a different position of need,
they took what I thought was one of the best players in
the NFL Draft at tremendous value.

Now, a year later they move on from Branden Albert,
the kid played a year at guard, he's going to man the
left tackle position for you for a decade.  We have them
in every single draft, trying to be the smart thing here,
don't pass up great players for good players.  I think
you get yourself in trouble.

BUCKY BROOKS: We talk about taking the best player
available.  When you have a roster full of BPAs, what it
gives you the opportunity to do is if you have a surplus
at a position, the Miami Dolphins as an example, that
would then allow you the opportunity to pawn off one of
those assets to get back what you need from a team to
fill the need and the void.

You don't pass up great players for good players.  You
take the best available player at your selection, then
you try to find a way to make it work, to get back what
you eventually need down the road.

Q. I know you both were pretty high on Marshon
Lattimore, linked him to the Bears.  What have you
fallen in love with on his skill set?  Six safeties
have been taken in the top 10 in the 21st century.
Daniel, what do you look for at that position to feel
comfortable rolling the dice very high in the draft
on a safety?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: Good questions.  I'll start off with
the Lattimore portion there.

I had Lattimore as high as number two on my list.  He's
always been my top corner since I pumped out my first
top 50 for this year's draft.  I viewed him as a premier
player from the first time I watched, and that didn't
change.  I thought he was consistent throughout the
tapes that you watch and study on him.

I ended up dropping him down a little bit.  That was
based off of purely the soft tissue issues when you look
at the hamstrings, not being able to complete the
combine workout scared me a little bit, as I'm sure it
raised a red flag with some teams.  He has a history
there.  You don't want to see him hung up in the post-
season process.

What you see on the field is I see somebody that has
all the speed you need at that position.  He's smooth,
fluid, instinctive.  He can play the football at the highest
point, can he locate it, which is easier said than done.
There are other guys that are really talented in this
draft that cannot find, locate and play the ball down the
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field.  He has a chance, with everything in his skill set.
Provided he's healthy, I think he's got a chance to be a
number one corner pretty quickly here in the NFL.
That's why I have him where I have him.

In terms of being comfortable with a safety picking
high, from my background, look, just having spent four
years in the Ravens organization, seeing how Ed Reed
impacted the football game every week, when offense
was struggling, he would find us a way to get us the
football, get us a short field, if not just take it and score
it himself.  I've seen a player at that position have a big-
time impact on games and seasons.

Traditionally those guys don't go very high.  If you're
going to take one up there, when you talk about
quarterback, defensive end, left tackle, those premier
positions, if you're going to take a safety over guys at
those positions, he needs to be special.

This year is unique in that Malik Hooker and Jamal
Adams are special talents.  Malik Hooker, his ability,
like Ed, to get you the football.  To me, he's pretty
special with his instincts, range and ball skills.  Then
Jamal Adams, it's kind of all of it together.  Talk about a
guy that can set the tone with his temperament on the
field, his energy is fantastic.  You hear great stories
about him from a leadership standpoint.  Talked to folks
at LSU, they say he's the best leader they've had there
in 20 years.  All those boxes get checked.

He shows you he's a premier athlete as well who can
match up in the slot if you wanted him to, could play a
high safety, a box safety.  These are two of the best
safties that have come out in a long, long time.  You
have to have special players at that position if you're
going to vault them all the way up where we have them.
I think right now I have Adams as my second player in
the draft and Hooker as my third.

BUCKY BROOKS: The back end of the question, what
you're looking for safeties to be in the top 10.  I think
the general rule for all players that go within the top 10,
they need to be transcendent stars, meaning they are
Pro Bowl players, or they rank within the top two or
three of their positions within the first two to three years
of their career.

When it comes to safeties in particular, the position has
changed where there's more value having a guy in the
middle of the field that can do a few different things.
We've seen the league change where people are
taking Tyrann Mathieu and some of the other safeties
and moving them around as chess pieces on the
board.

So when you look at Hooker and Jamal Adams, those
guys are impact players, guys that you can see having

a tremendous impact from day one.  Daniel has likened
Hooker to Ed Reed.  I've compared Jamal Adams to
Landon Collins, what he was able to do last year, as
one of the finalists for the Defensive Player of the Year
award.

When you have those kind of guys that on a weekly
basis can impact the game and lead your teams to
wins based on how they perform in the back end, those
are guys you value high, those are the guys you're
willing to put big grades on.

Q. Bucky, I know you have Solomon Thomas going
to the Tigers at five, then John Ross, Daniel, you
have Mike Williams going at five, Tre'Davious White
at 18.  Talk through your picks there and how
quickly could those guys make the Titans better if
it plays out that way.
BUCKY BROOKS: It's tough, because sometimes in
my draft, depending on how we go through scenarios,
you kind of sit there with a position, will Solomon fit
what the Titans do.  The Tennessee Titans, what
they've done really well, is they kind of put together a
team really well that's ready to contend at a high level.
This is a team that is very physical.  Defensively they
play better than some realize.  They're not that far
away.

I think for them, they get Kevin Dodd back, he hopefully
can make an impact as a pass-rusher.  When you look
at Brian Orakpo and Derrick Morgan and some of the
other guys on the roster, you would like to find a blue
chip rusher that can impact the game.  For me I'm
thinking Solomon Thomas that could be a guy that
could fill that need, that void, if a standout corner is not
on the board.

Later on, thinking about a wide receiver for them, they
need a number one receiver, a guy that can grow with
Marcus Mariota, that can be that nice connection.  With
John Ross in this scenario, I'm having him there
because some of the other big bodies are gone.  He
can take the top off the defense.  He's a big-time play-
maker.  He's a guy that reminds me a little bit of T.Y.
Hilton, a guy that starts out his career as a number two,
but eventually grows into the role as a number one
receiver.  In my mock draft, that's kind of how the
scenario took place.

I think any of those guys that can he talk about as at
top three receivers, Mike Williams, Corey Davis, those
guys would fill a big void for the Tennessee Titans.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: I had Mike Williams going at five.
Five or 18, one of those picks has to be a guy that can
help your young quarterback, give him a premier
player, be it a tight end or a wide receiver, but give him
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somebody that can be a premier player on the
perimeter for him.

To me, with Mike Williams, his skill set, how he fits,
some of the best things Mariota does, quick release,
gets the ball out of his hands.  Mike Williams will use
that big body, wall people off.  I think you'd have some
success.  In the red zone, Mike Williams could have a
big-time impact.  Throw it up, let him go get it.  He
would be a nice complementary piece.

They have the smash mouth.  Keeps in the same mold
of a big, physical guy that can make some big plays for
you at third down in the red zone.  I look at the corner
position, they're so much depth here.  I think a little bit
of risk for teams is going to be, there's going to be
some thought process of, Hey, let's identify other
needs, then we can circle back on corner, because it's
so deep.

But I've seen in years past at other positions where
we've seen people have said this, then you see these
runs go, all of a sudden we have five corners go in
eight picks.  You start seeing these guys fly off the
boards.

For them, pick number 18, I had them scooping up a
corner.  What you have there with Tre'Davious White,
he can play inside nickel, could play outside, safety,
return kicks, help you out in that area as well.  Just
meeting with him, talking with other teams, he blows
you away with how smart and competitive he is.

To me, I think that's a safe pick.  If you look at John
Robinson, some of his philosophy drafting-wise,
especially I just looked back at last year with Conklin,
hit it in the fairway, man.  It's a nice double all day long.
You might end up getting a little bit better than that.  No
risk involved.

Tre'Davious White to me, I don't think there's a whole
lot of risk.  Maybe a little limited on the upside.  But
he's ready to play right now.

BUCKY BROOKS: On Mike Williams, when you look
back, I think it's important to connect the dots with the
coordinator, and also how the quarterback plays.  With
Marcus, he's a guy that is a rhythm thrower.  He does a
good job of throwing slants, end-breaking routes on
time.  When you look at some of the bigger receivers,
Mike Williams, Corey Davis, those guys excel at
running slants and end-breaking routes.  When you
couple that with Terry Robiskie's ability to develop wide
receivers, namely Julio Jones in Atlanta, sometimes
you can connect the dots and see how it could play out
for a team.  Even though I picked John Ross in that
scenario, I think Mike Williams or Corey Davis would be
ideal fits because they're big bodies and a little more

physical in their play.

Q. Obviously the New York Jets need a quarterback
in this year's draft.  Trubisky and Watts are two of
the favorites.  Do you think they pull the trigger on
them, and which has separated themselves at the
best quarterback in the class?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: Kind of a two-parter there.  I don't
think they should take a quarterback at six.  A big
mistake.  Three reasons.  Number one, you're basically
admitting you made a big mistake taking a quarterback
in the second round last year.  You identify a wasted
second round pick last year.  You cost yourself an
opportunity to get a great player at another position at
six this year, and you probably take yourself out of the
quarterback market next year.  Get ahead of ourselves.
When you look at what could be available, I think it's
going to be a much better group next year than we
have this year.

I don't think it makes a whole lot of sense there.  I don't
think there's a talent worthy to go up there with the
sixth overall pick.  I have Watson 28, Trubisky 32, Kizer
33, just in terms of where they are on my top 50 list,
how I sequenced them in.  I'm all for taking a
quarterback if you think he's the 12th best player and
you end up taking him at six, I can get on board with
that.  But, man, taking a guy who is kind of a borderline
late one, early two, vaulting him all the way up into the
top 10 in this year's draft, I don't think it's smart
business.

If you do want to take a quarterback, you're set on one
of those guys, I would be more inclined to trade back, if
one of them falls in your lap, you take him; if not, there
will still be other options available.  I would not take a
quarterback at the top of this group.

In terms of stacking them up, I just came to an end of
this process a month and a half ago or so.  I've gone
back and forth on these guys so much because they
have their different strengths and weaknesses.  Finally
I said Watson, Trubisky, Kizer.  Watson for me,
because the things I know he has:  poise, toughness,
intelligence, leadership, and physically he can make
every throw.  So those are the things I put in the plus
column with I am had.  That kind of ended up leading
me to take him over Trubisky.  Things he needs to work
on going forward, adjustment post snap, that has got
him in some trouble with turnovers, and deep ball
accuracy.

Kind of a quick summary.  I don't think any of these
guys are worth top 10 picks.  When I stack them up, I
have Watson at my top quarterback in this group.

BUCKY BROOKS: I have a little different take on what
you do with the quarterback position because of the
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Hackenberg factor.  You expended a second round pick
on him.  It would be admitting maybe a mistake if you
went back into the quarterback pool again.  If you've
seen that Hackenberg doesn't appear to show signs of
being a quarterback that has starting qualities, then I
think you have to jump back in.

The reality of the situation with Maccagnan and
Bowles, they may be on kind of the hot seat in terms of
being able to extend their stay in New York.  So if any
of these young quarterbacks exhibits any of the
qualities that you look for, in the passing game that
you're changing to, which is a west coast offense, I
think you have to pull the trigger.  Whether you pull it at
six, fall back, I think you have to identify the player that
you think is the best fit, then determine the value.  I
think Watson and Trubisky are similar in terms of style
of play.  I think Watson is more able to handle the
scrutiny that comes with playing in New York.

Q. I wanted to ask you about Mo Alie-Cox, the VCU
basketball player, a tight end in the NFL.  I know
he's not draft eligible.  Where do you see him
landing?  What would be a reasonable expectation
for a guy like that that hasn't played in so long?
BUCKY BROOKS: With most of these guys that are
these late conversions, guys that are basketball players
trying to figure it out, a lot of times if they are drafted,
it's normally a seventh round pick that you're taking a
flyer on because you don't want to have to compete to
get their services on the free agent.

The big thing for him, he'll be signed to a team, a team
will have a long-term developmental plan.  They hope
he flashes enough in training camp to maybe make
practice squad to extend his stay so he can get used to
playing the game because it's so vastly different than
playing basketball of the.

The success that we've seen these other basketball
players have, will give him every opportunity to make a
team.  He has size.  We would like to think he has
hand-eye coordination.  If he can get used to the
physicality of the blocking, it will give him an
opportunity to play.

But people will always kick the tires on those guys.
We've seen Gates and Gonzales and so many other
players from playing basketball to being successful
tight ends in the league.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: I think Bucky got that one.

Q. On the Eagles, if you will.  Number one, how do
they balance continuing to build around Carson
Wentz versus the need to rebuild the defense,
particularly at corner?  Who would be your best fit

on offense and best fit on defense for them?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: To me, it's a tough call because
you have these needs on defense.  When you have a
young quarterback, you always err on the side of giving
him more help.  You'll have time to eventually figure out
what you need to do on that side of the ball defensively.

So give him help offensively, if it's close.  You look for
help in this draft, where they're picking at 14, I think
from a weapons standpoint, Mike Williams, Corey
Davis would make a lot of sense if they would be in that
range.  Christian McCaffrey, cook would be the other
two guys.  I don't know if you go wrong with any of
those four players.  They're premier guys.  Help your
young quarterback take that next step.

Defensively, obviously corner is a huge need.  If you
don't get one there at 14, I think you're in the market in
round number two.  You're looking at that group of
corners.  We'll see who ends up falling down that.  I
don't know that Adoree' Jackson will be there.  Marlon
Humphrey, a guy like Quincy Wilson that will be in the
mix from Florida.

BUCKY BROOKS: Defensively, Jim Schwartz' scheme
allows you to play with lesser players on the corners.
They can get by with guys that may be more deficient.
Teez Tabor, Quincy Wilson.  Jim Schwartz has shown
that he is willing to play a zone-based defense.

So I agree with Daniel.  You build up the offense.  You
make sure your young quarterback is up and going, he
has confidence, he continues to make strides.  Then
you kind of build up the defense along the way.  I want
to make sure that the franchise quarterback has
everything that he needs to be successful.

Q. Ask you about two local players, Curtis Samuel
and Jabrill Peppers.  Samuel, they talk about him
being a runningback or a wide receiver, maybe a
dual guy.  What do you think of him?  How high do
you think he could go?  What kind of impact do
you think he can make?
BUCKY BROOKS: He's a terrific player.  He's very,
very talented.  I think the comparison that a lot of
people would like to make is Percy Harvin in terms of
his ability to make an impact as an occasional
runningback, a slot receiver and an impact player in the
return game.  When you watch him, I think he has been
one of the underrated explosive players because what
he put on at the combine was barely talked about just
because John Ross kind of stole the show with the
4.22.

The fact he's a 4.30, he's slippery with the ball in his
hands, gives him the opportunity to be a difference-
maker.  When you take on a player like, that you must

Rev #1 by #168 at 2017-04-12 19:50:00 GMT page 6 of 14



have a very clear plan for getting him the ball, putting
him in at position to thrive of.  He's an 18- to 20-touch
per game guy.  That's a combination of rushes, returns,
possessions.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: The interesting conversation on
him is which room do you put him in, which sounds
kind of silly.  He can do both, but he's going to be in
one positional room.  Do we put him in with the
receivers or the runningbacks.  What you do with him, I
think you watch Kansas City play last year, Tyreek Hill,
you ask Curtis Samuel to do the same thing so he can
give you some big-play ability.

Peppers, he's one of the tougher evaluations in this
draft class because he played out of position there year
at linebacker.  You don't really see him do what he's
going to be asked to do at the next level.  The lack of
production, it is what it is.  He's got one interception
that came in his last game.  That's something you got
to try to sort through.  You're looking at somebody
that's a very explosive athlete, that's a high-character,
great kid, intelligent.  He's going to be outstanding on
special teams.  I think you start there.

Then as a safety, I think you're probably looking at
somebody you're going to drop down in the box and
play him in that role.

I don't envision him as a high safety.  I know some
teams do.  But I see him more a little bit closer to line
of scrimmage, but not that that linebacker role he was
playing in last year.

BUCKY BROOKS: He's someone you kind of bring to
the box, find a way to put him near the action.  He has
shown the ability to be explosive and make tackles.
You want to keep him in a position where he can
succeed.

Q. On Samuel, is he looking at likely a second
round?  Do you see him moving to the first?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: I would put him 25 to 35.  If he
doesn't go late first, he'll be very quick off the board top
of the second round.  Too explosive.

BUCKY BROOKS: Yeah, explosive guys typically go
early in the second round if they're not first round guys.

Q. I was wondering what you're forecasting for a
couple of Tennessee players, Derek Barnett and
Joshua Dobbs.  I also was wondering just how
much Dobbs has kind of maybe raised his stock
since the end of the season.
DANIEL JEREMIAH: I'll take Barnett.

Barnett's interesting because you see all the

production, you see somebody that's just a really
skilled pass-rusher.  He does not have elite get off,
does not have elite burst, that explosiveness that you'd
like to have in an edge rusher.  Some teams are more
beholden to those numbers.  Some teams aren't as
high on him.  When you study the tape and watch him,
I think he's one of the top 15 players in this draft class.

Where I have him personally, I think I have him as my
13th overall player.  I love him.  I was around Terrell
Suggs a little bit with the Ravens, who is another guy
that didn't test all that well.  Man, he was plenty fast
enough when you got on the football field.  I think you
see some of those same things with Barnett.  I don't
think he's quite at that Suggs level, but I think he's got
a chance to be a double-digit sack guy at the next
level, and I'd be shocked if he's not off the board by the
20th pick.

BUCKY BROOKS: Joshua Dobbs, I believe a lot of
teams in talking to them, he's kind of pegged as the
sleeper pick.  He will benefit from the Dak Prescott
effect, meaning a guy that you're trying to figure out
how can he transition from the spread to a pro-style
system.

There are four things that Dobbs exhibits.  He's smart,
he's tough, he's athletic, and he has arm talent.  When
you watch him in the Senior Bowl, he got better each
and every day.  You begin to believe that he is going to
transition pretty quickly and smoothly into the National
Football League.

I believe he's a guy that may sneak into the bottom end
of day two, has a potential to eventually be a starter.

I think teams are warming up to him because he's a
four-year player, and he has some core traits that you
look for at the position.

Q. What kind of scenario do you see Leonard
Fournette creating in this draft?  It seems like a
consensus he won't get past Jacksonville.  Will
teams trade up for him, especially given Ezekiel's
success at Dallas?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: One thing, we've all talked about
Jacksonville being a good fit there, for a number of
reasons.  I think you look at his ability to take some
pressure off Blake Bortles, which he would do.  That
defense in Jacksonville, if you watch them play, look at
the numbers they put up defensively, that's one of the
best young defenses in the NFL.  If you can get a
runningback that can control the clock a little bit,
shorten the game, keep that defense fresh, I think the
Jags could find themselves in a lot of close football
games, see if they can't get over the hump, start
winning some of them.
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I do, though, think -- I wouldn't totally rule out San
Francisco.  I don't know that we've talked about them at
all with two.  There's been a lot of chatter about them
trying to get out of there with that second pick.  I know
you have a talented runningback there already.  But I
don't know that what I've seen so far durability-wise
that Carlos Hyde would keep me from taking Leonard
Fournette if I thought he had a chance to be one of the
top two or three backs in the league.

John Lynch coming in there, first draft, Kyle Shanahan,
the other side of the argument is the Shanahan tree,
they've been able to find runningbacks later on down
the board.  This is a pretty special player.  I wouldn't
rule out him potentially being off the board before
Jacksonville picked, either with San Francisco maybe
surprising us a little bit, or if somebody tried to get up
there ahead of them, ahead of Jacksonville, make that
happen.  He's not going to go an offensive line as good
at Ezekiel Elliott's, but I think he has a chance to be a
big-time player.

Q. I wanted to ask you about O.J. Howard.  Since
'97 there have only been three tight ends that have
gone in the top 10 of the draft.  What makes him
deserving enough to go six to the Jets in this
draft?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: That's a good question.  To me, it
starts with O.J.  He's the best tight end in this draft.  All
the way through, this is one of the best groups we've
seen in a long time.  We haven't seen guys like that
very often.

What makes him unique, he not only can survive in the
run game, he's pretty darn good at it.  You look at
somebody that can create big plays down the field with
his speed, height, weight, speed, check, check, check.

The one thing that's interesting with him, I was
shocked, when he went back to school for this last
year, I was at the championship game against Clemson
that they won the year before, and I thought, Okay, he's
going to ride that high wave right into the draft last
year.  They talked about how he was going to come
back and be a bigger part of the offense.

Last year they threw him the ball 49 times.  This year
he came back, they threw the ball 59 times.  He came
back for 10 more targets, which I don't think they did
him any big favors there.  But I think you're talking
about an elite skill set.  You're talking about someone
with high character, toughness.  He checks every box.
I think he's one of the safer picks in the draft.

BUCKY BROOKS: To even go beyond that, he's one of
the more complete tight ends.  He's dynamic.  He's
tough.  He has worked on his craft.  At the top of the
charts, you're trying to make sure you don't miss.  He's

almost a can't-miss prospect in terms of what he brings
to the table.  With those guys, those are special guys.
That's why I think he kind of warrant as top 10 grade.

Q. When you look at the Ravens, a lot of people
think they're going to go wide receiver in this
year's draft at 16.  Who would be the best fit there,
and who is most likely to be there out of the three
big ones?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: It's interesting.  I think any of the
three will be welcomed additions there in Baltimore.  In
terms of who is likely to be there, I think there's very
little chance Mike Williams is there.  I think he'll be
gone.  Corey Davis is a little bit of a wild card because
he hasn't been able to do anything with his injury.  Had
an ankle, some ligaments that required surgery.  We
haven't seen him run.

I still think, man, that would be a home run pick for
them because he can do everything.  He can play
inside, outside, he's got the size.  Can he win on third
down.  He's great after the catch.  He's been
productive throughout his career.  There's a long track
record there.  Pretty durable until he had this injury
when he was training for the combine.  That would be
my best choice there.

John Ross is dynamic, really explosive.  But you have
some durability issues with him.  You have a shoulder,
some lower leg stuff, some leg injuries.  There's a little
bit of risk there health-wise.

Then just size-wise, Flacco, a big, strong quarterback,
let's get him a big target.  I think Corey Davis, if you're
looking at most likely to be there and would be a good
fit, that would be my choice.

BUCKY BROOKS: I think Corey Davis because he has
all the qualities to be a number one receiver.  When
you look at the composition of their roster, they have
speedsters on the team.  They need someone who can
do the dirty work, that can be a chain mover.  I believe
Corey Davis is a guy that's better suited to play that
number one role in that passing game.

Q. This is a quarterback question.  Being former
scouts, what has the widespread use of the
shotgun, no-huddle, quick throw offenses in
college football done to the evaluations in
projecting what quarterbacks are and can be?  How
difficult has it become, what attributes do you look
for, what scares you away from some of these
guys?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: For me, I think we get hung up on
the shotgun part of it.  I don't think that's a very big deal
in terms of these guys having to transition.  So much of
the NFL game is in the shotgun already.  It's the
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offensive systems they're in.  It's a lot of catch, rock
and throw.

All the decision-making, a lot of these offenses, is
made before the snap.  You see these guys look over
the sideline right before the ball is snapped.  They get
their call.  They know based on the alignment of the
defense presnap where they're throwing the football
immediately.  All the thinking is taking place on the
sideline or it's taking place before the snap.

The biggest adjustment is in the NFL, your presnap
look versus what happens as soon as the ball is
snapped, it completely changes.  That to me is an
issue for these quarterbacks making that transition, is
how do you think, once the ball has been snapped,
make those adjustments, work through progressions.

That's one thing I will give Trubisky a little bit of credit
for.  When you watch him this year, you see him work
through progressions a little bit smoother than some of
these other guys.  Gets to number one, number two,
number three after the snap.  That's going to make his
transition a little bit easier even though he hasn't played
a lot.  That to me is the biggest challenge, is getting
these guys to react and making the decision after the
snap because it changes at the next level.

BUCKY BROOKS: A lot of the evaluation is kind of
clouded because all spreads aren't created equal.
Some spread systems are bubble screens, centered
around strictly the quick game.  Others feature some of
the basic concepts in the NFL playbook, they're just
executing them at a respected pace.  As you're looking
at the film, you have to determine what system is the
quarterback in, how much of the playbook that he's
currently using is available in other playbooks.  How
much does he show you when you meet him.  How
advanced is his IQ and understanding of not only his
own playbook but of what the defense is doing.

Daniel pointed out a thing that is really critical, how
does he react to late-changing coverage.  In the
National Football League you have the disguise and
complicated movements, schemes that defensive
coordinators like to throw at quarterbacks to throw
them off the game.  How quickly can he decipher that
and get to where he needs to find the primary or
secondary receiver.

It's tough to evaluate those young quarterbacks, but it's
also on the offensive coordinator to have a plan in
place to meet him halfway, to get him up to speed so
he can be prepared to play in week one or sometime
during that first year, if that is the plan, for a young
quarterback to come in and be drafted high, to play
right away.

Q. The Ravens desperately need help at both wide
receiver and defensive back.  In terms of what's
likely to be available in the second round at 37,
how would you evaluate the second tier?  In the
Rams situation, given the fact they have few play-
makers on offense, is that a time you might take a
lower-rated receiver?
BUCKY BROOKS: We talked about that earlier in the
call.  You don't want to bypass a great player for just a
good player.  You don't want to settle.

I think for Sean McVay and the Rams, it's about trying
to find a way to put Jared Goff in a situation where he
can succeed.  I'm thinking about adding the best play-
makers that I can find on the perimeter to alleviate
some of the burden on him to make all of these plays
from the pocket.

You know you want to fix the running game with Todd
Gurley in that offensive line.  As we're looking at that
second crew of receivers that may be available starting
in the second round, JuJu Smith-Schuster is someone
that could be available, that could help them out.  They
signed Robert Woods in the off-season.  He's more of
a possession guy.  You also need a bigger body,
someone that can win and run those quick rhythm
routes that are the basis of the west coast offense.

I think there's some other guys as you kind of get down
the line that could help.  ArDarius Stewart is a guy that
can bounce around, play outside and inside.  You have
Malachi Dupre and Josh Malone, some of these other
guys.  The reality is, it's going to be tough for the Rams
to find a huge impact player maybe in the second
round.

But one guy that I forgot is Zay Jones from East
Carolina.  Zay Jones could do a lot for them in terms of
being a vertical play-maker, run all the routes.  He
could be sitting there at pick 37.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: I would keep an eye on Rasul
Douglas.  A big corner from West Virginia.  A ton of
interception production.  He's an interesting prospect I
think we'll see go off the board in that range.

Q. Runningback class, in particular, what kind of fit
you see for the Lions.  Specifically Joe Mixon,
they've been linked to him, how do you see him
fitting into Detroit?
BUCKY BROOKS: Taking away his off-the-field stuff,
on the field, he may be the most talented runningback
in the class.  He has all the traits you look for in a big-
time number one runningback.  He's big, he's fast, he's
physical, he can catch the ball out the backfield.  He's
also an impact player in the return game.  I have
compared him multiple times to David Johnson from
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Arizona in terms of how he can play at the next level.

The Detroit Lions need a bigger runningback, a
runningback that can be a 20-plus-carry-a-game guy.
They tried to do it with the little guys that are more
pass catchers.  They need a true runningback that can
help alleviate the burden on Matt Stafford throwing the
ball 35 to 40 times a game.  If they can find a feature
back like Mixon, I think you'll see that offense evolve
and become one that could be a perennial playoff
contender.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: I think it would be a great fit to
complement what they already have with Kareem Hunt
from Toledo.  Not the most explosive guys, but talk
about someone that runs behind his pads, between the
tackles, can grind off tough yards.

He's a little more elusive than he gets credit for.  He
had a good weekend down at the Senior Bowl.  You're
probably talking about him in that third round range.

Q. Bucky, you opened by talking about some of the
matchup problem tight ends in this draft.  Could
you give me your outlook for Bucky Hodges from
Virginia Tech, and if playing receiver makes it hard
to evaluate him.  Daniel, you talked about some of
the thinness at quarterback this year.  Jerod Evans,
one year of major college film, how do you evaluate
him?
BUCKY BROOKS: Bucky Hodges is an intriguing
prospect.  He does play wide receiver at Virginia Tech.
He's not necessarily an inline blocker.  He is viewed as
a matchup nightmare.  What helps him is the success
of Jordan Reed.  What Jordan Reed has been able to
do for the Washington Redskins has intrigued a bunch
of offensive coordinators to try to find someone who
can do similar things.

I do believe he's going to have to transition from being
an outside player to a guy that can get it done in the
slot.  He has nice size, hands, can play above the rim.
You worry about his ability to separate and handle
some of the physicality and contact that can come from
dealing with linebackers as he's trying to get open.

I like him in the third round range as someone that can
be that H or that F tight end that is the move tight end,
that plays in two tight end sets, but he may be more of
the wide receiver like tight end as opposed to the end
line blocker.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: With Evans, I went to their bowl
game -- actually, no, it was the AC championship game
against Clemson.  I was talking to a couple friends, a
couple executives with NFL teams on the field before
the game, we were talking about the senior prospects, I

said, Let's go over some guys who can potentially
come out.  We talked about Isaiah Ford, we talked
about some of the player from Miami.  Evans' name
never even came up.  I was kind of blindsided when he
came out.  I was kind of shocked.

Studied him.  He has a big arm, can make every throw.
He has some wild plays when you watch him.  You see
some of the issues.  I don't think he has good pocket
awareness.  I thought he locked onto force some
footballs.  He's a raw player.  I was very surprised that
he came out.  But I think he's somebody that's going to
find his way in probably the fifth round would be the
high watermark.  You're probably talking about more
like a sixth or seventh round pick who is going to come
in and be a true developmental player.

In terms of what he could eventually be, just watching
him throw the football, he reminded me a little bit of
David Garrard who had some success with the Jags.  If
you take him, I think that's what you're hoping one day
he can become.

Q. One of the most polarizing prospects in the draft
right now is Malik McDowell.  Could you address
where he is in terms of talent versus questions.
Also another Michigan State guy, Montae
Nicholson coming off a shoulder surgery, how
much does helping him at the combine versus that
injury?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: On McDowell, he's tough for me.
I think you're trying to guess on which Malik McDowell
you're going to go to get.  Do you get the guy I watched
against Notre Dame that was explosive, was making
plays all over the field, was playing hard, showed active
hands.  He was impressive.  You see the quickness,
the explosiveness, the want-to.  Then you watch some
other games, it's like he didn't want to be out on the
field.

When I'm watching defensemen, I always want them to
be in the frame at the end of a play.  If it's a wide
receiver screen, a toss, even if it's a throw down the
field, you're seeing guys break tackles.

So many plays he doesn't make his way into the picture
frame at the end of the play, no effort.  To me he's a
tough one.  All the ability in the world.  As much upside
as any defensive lineman in the draft.  He just isn't
consistent.

For comparison, Chris Jones is a little bit like that out of
Mississippi State that went to Kansas City.  I thought
Chris Jones brought it more consistently than
McDowell did.

BUCKY BROOKS: The thing about Nicholson, he has
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the qualities you look for -- height, weight, speed, 6'2",
212, 4.42 40 time.  The thing is in this draft class, you
are looking for guys that are a little more dynamic,
meaning either they are smashers against the run
game, or they make a number of plays as centerfielder
types.

When you look at his production, four interceptions in
25 games, not necessarily a play-maker in the passing
game.  He can come down and make tackles.  I don't
believe there's a high value in that.  Maybe somewhere
in day three he comes off the board, but I don't think he
is in that tier 1 or tier group of the safeties in this class.

Q. What do you think of a couple of runningbacks,
Joe Williams from Utah and Wyoming's Brian Hill?
Then a linebacker from Arizona, Paul Magloire?
Curious to get your opinion on him.  Does Zay
Jones get into the first round?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: I'll tackle the first one with Joe
Williams and Brian Hill.  Joe Williams is interesting.  I
just finished him up the other day.  Tweeted out a
couple clips of him.  Look, it's complicated.  You got to
sort through the whole issues.  Everybody knows the
story.  Got in some trouble at a previous school, ended
up at Utah.  Left the team, quit the team, however you
want to call it.  He's had some personal tragedy in his
family several years ago.  Has struggled to deal with
that a little bit.  He tells the whole story.  You got to sort
through all of that stuff.

Once he came back to the team at Utah, you watched
him for the rest of the season, I went through those
games.  I'm telling you, I thought he ran like a second
round talent player, like he's going to be an NFL starter.
He has NFL starter ability.  You see big-time burst.
He's got excellent change of direction.  I thought he
had good vision.  He is an explosive player.  He gets
out in the open field, he's gone.

He ran really hard against a really good Washington
front.  He torched UCLA when I watched that game.
As a player, just off those games in a vacuum, I think
he's in a normal draft probably a second round player.
In this draft, in a loaded runningback draft, he probably
would go in the third.

When you factor in all the off-the-field stuff, try to put all
that together, I don't think he's going to go that high.  I
think you're probably talking about him in the fifth round
range.  If he is dedicated and on it, ability-wise, he
could be a big-time steal for somebody.

Brian Hill is a big power back.  He's physical.  He runs
hard.  I do not think he's very elusive.  Had some
issues with his vision.  He was down a little bit lower for
me.  But, look, you've got some size and some power
to work with him.

BUCKY BROOKS: In terms of Zay Jones, I don't
believe that Zay Jones sneaks into the first round.  I
believe he's a top of the second round talent.  He was
very impressive at the Senior Bowl, outstanding route
runner, very skilled and polished in the way he sets up
defenders, does a great job of catching the ball away
from the frame of his body.  He's been very, very
productive in that offense at East Carolina.  Because
he has had so much production, because he has
natural skills as a route runner, I believe he's a guy that
goes in the top 40, 45 picks.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: Paul Magloire, I gave him a
practice squad grade.  Somebody that's going to need
some time to sit and develop, a little bit undersized, but
can really run.  I view him more in the sixth, seventh
round range.

Q. Is Magloire kind of a Deone Bucannon-type
player?  Does he have that potential?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: I don't think he was quite that
explosive to put him in that class.  I mean, I think
probably his usage would be similar in terms of how
you would play him, what you would do with him, but I
didn't think he was that type of a player.  I think you're
talking about him as a late round pick.

Q. I think there were six edge rushers taken in the
first round in 2013.  I think five of those teams
could draft another edge high in this draft because
their picks didn't make it to second contracts.  Why
is that edge rusher such a difficult evaluation for
GMs and coaches?  Are some of these guys being
pushed up because there are more 3-4 teams in the
NFL?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: I would caution now, I would not
compare anything to the 2013 draft class because it's
literally one of the worst draft classes that we've seen.
There's busts all throughout that.  I'm always a little bit
hesitant to draw any conclusions from that group.

The challenge with edge rushers, it's hard to evaluate
these edge rushers in some of these college systems,
doing an edge rusher in the Big 12 where it is so much
bubble screen right and left, you don't get a chance to
see these guys really get a good, hard rush on people
at times.  That's a little bit of a challenge there.  With
some of the changes to the college game.

But going back to 2013, I wouldn't read too much into
that.  There's a lot of people that picked players in that
draft that are right back in the market at the same
position this year.

BUCKY BROOKS: The challenge with any pass-
rushers are guys with the traits.  First step quickness,
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hand-to-hand combat skills, do they have the ability to
go quickly to a counter when their fastball is taken
away.  In the draft, I just simply believe there are a
number of pass-rushers who are fully equipped to be
able to be double-digit sack artists at the next level.

Looking at those traits, regardless of whether teams
say they're 3-4 or 4-3 squads, most teams get into a
four-man front or third down.  Most of the time most
guys can fit into any scheme because the teams are
going to play nickel packages predominantly in their
base defense more so than anything else.

Q. You both obviously have Myles Garrett as your
top prospect, he's been the consensus number one
for the Browns.  Browns might be split, thinking of
quarterback.  What are your thoughts if the Browns
did pass on Myles Garrett to take a quarterback?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: I have to pick myself off the floor,
first of all.  Then my thought would be that they made a
big mistake.  They definitely have a need at the
quarterback position.  There's no question about it.  I
don't think the team is very good right now.  I think
there's a lot of other pieces that need to be in place.

So to me, I would rather continue to build up the rest of
your roster, then at the right time insert the right
quarterback.  Maybe you can find that guy.  I wouldn't
love it at 12, but I could at least justify it.  But to pass
on the best player, not only the best player in the draft,
but the best player who is also at a premier position
right behind quarterback and edge rusher, to push a
quarterback all the way up the board would be a huge
mistake.

The Browns at one and 12, get sure-fire players that
you can plug in that have a chance to be Pro Bowlers.
Myles Garrett, team him up with somebody like O.J.
Howard, I think you know exactly what you get.  You
have building block pieces that you can add to what
you already have.  I don't get the idea of reaching.
That would be a major league reach to me if they took
a quarterback at one over Myles Garrett.

BUCKY BROOKS: I believe with Daniel.  I don't think
there's a quarterback worthy of being the number one
pick.  I don't think there's a quarterback that any of us
would say is the best player in the 2017 class.  With
Myles Garrett, you're getting a guy that is solid, plays a
premier position.  He should be able to play that
position for the next eight to 10 years at a high level in
a division where you need to get after the passer.
When you come down to 12, you have to evaluate the
board and see whether those quarterbacks stack up.

I'm not inclined to take a quarterback because the
public sentiment is we need a quarterback to get to the
next level.  I think if you continue to build up the

auxiliary pieces and wait for the quarterback to show
up, I think that is a better opportunity and plan for the
Cleveland Browns.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: Forcing the issue at quarterback
has been the biggest problem with this franchise for a
long, long time.  I you continue on that same path if you
force a quarterback here.

Q. One of the quarterbacks coming up the board it
seems is Pat Mahomes.  Share your thoughts on
him.
DANIEL JEREMIAH: Pat Mahomes to me, it's an
interesting case to me because there's stuff to like.
You could do a cut up of 15 to 20 throws, you'll see him
almost identical to a Matt Stafford-type flow throw, off
platform, off balance, ridiculous arm strength, put the
ball right where he wants to put it.

Along with that excitement to his play, you have the
irresponsibility of his play.  Throwing the ball up in the
air.  I was a kid, we played a game three flies up where
you take a tennis ball and chuck it up in the air, there's
a scrum of people, whoever catches it three times gets
to be the thrower.  That's kind of the way he plays a
little bit down the field, just throwing the ball up in the
air.

When you look for the things that you like about him, if
you charted his best plays, they have nothing to do with
the play call.  It's just him freelancing and making
things happen, which is exciting, but I look back on
quarterbacks over the years, try and find guys that live
and thrive outside of the play call, it's a very thin list.
You could make a case that it only contains one guy,
that's Favre going way back.

I think it's going to be a very tough transition.  Trust me,
I hear the buzz from teams, they're fired up about him.
He has a huge personality, a big arm, teams want to
work with him.  I think the buzz is definitely legitimate.
A lot of love on the streets for him.

BUCKY BROOKS: A lot of love on the streets for him
because he is immensely talented, he has major
league arm talent.  I don't know how you can play
winning football with a gunslinger that doesn't have
regard for ball security.  It's fun to watch, looks good on
tape.  When you're trying to put together a winning
game plan as an offensive coordinator, it is hard to play
someone who lives off the script.

I just think that it is a long development process for him
to be a starter quarterback in the league, and to be a
winning quarterback, because he has just been able to
develop so many bad habits at Texas Tech by being a
play-maker.  I kind of liken him to what I saw from Jay
Cutler when he was coming out of Vanderbilt.  Because
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he played loosey-goosey at Vanderbilt, he never
developed the management skills to play winning
football.  I fear Mahomes may be a similar way where
he never learned to play the right way to win games at
the highest level.

Q. Daniel, you tweeted the other day about starting
late round free agent interior linemen.  Georgia has
three that might fall in that group.  Your take on
Greg Pyke (indiscernible) Brandon Kublanow, if
they're on your radar.  For either of you, any
Georgia guys that you see getting drafted, whether
McKenzie or Maurice Smith?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: Look, I went late apparently.  I did
not go deep enough because I have not done those
Georgia offensive linemen yet.

In terms of McKenzie, that's the returner.  He's
interesting, got some juice as a returner.  That's exactly
where you plug him in, has a chance to make it there.  I
evaluated him, I'm pulling up my sheet here, I gave him
-- I have him in the -- let's see, again, it's that same
practice squad-type grade.  I have him as a late round
pick in this draft, so you're talking about a sixth or
seventh round pick.

Apparently I have some work to do on some interior
Georgia linemen.  I'll be sure to get on that.

Q. I know a lot of your job is watching how GM and
personnel departments operate, then determining
each draft, which way they might go based on what
they like, don't like.  When a team has a clean slate
like the 49ers now, what would be your educated
guess as to the way Kyle Shanahan is going to
operate?
BUCKY BROOKS: It's a tough one because it's first-
year head coach, first-year general manager, you're
trying to connect the dots.  When you try to connect the
dots, the people that are there, you have Adam Peters
who comes from New England, then Martin Mayhew,
who has been a former GM.  You wonder how much
influence and sway they will have.

When you look at style of play, you can put together
some of it offensively, what they want to do defensively.
Then you hear the words from Shanahan and also
Lynch.  The one thing that we do know, they want
smart, tough, very competitive team-oriented players.

Now you're trying to figure out in the draft when they've
said, We want to get stars.  Stars to me means they're
going to take blue-chip players, guys that can come in
and make an immediate impact.  Regardless of the
position, I think they're looking to hit home runs on the
guys that they get.

I think there will be a little more sizzle to their draft
class than it was to their free agent class.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: To answer the question, it's
impossible kind of to predict what they're going to do.
We're really just kind of guessing.  Traditionally when
you have first time guys, they tend to be a little bit more
safe, you know, maybe not as aggressive.  If you
watched Kyle Shanahan coach the Super Bowl, I don't
know that 'safe' is the way you would describe him.

Trying to predict what they're going to do is difficult.
Bucky mentioned what they do schematically, trying to
find players that fit in there.  Defensively you just look
at John Lynch, the great defenses he was a part of, the
elements of those defenses.  You can look at guys like
Reuben Foster, he can be your Derrick Brooks;
Solomon Thomas, can you use him like your Warren
Sapp, as your three technique.  Then John Lynch
maybe sees a little bit of himself in these safeties.

That's kind of what you work off of there.  Again, it's
pure guesswork.  There's no track record.

Q. What are your general thoughts on what the
Giants should do at number 23?  After O.J. Howard,
which tight end in this draft do you think is most
complete in the sense that they could be inline
blocker and add something to the pass game?
BUCKY BROOKS: With the New York Giants, they
typically build their team up front.  I'm thinking offensive
line, defensive line is probably the way to go.  Really
offensive line when you look at their void on the edges,
I believe they look to get a people mover, someone
who is athletic enough to play left tackle so they can
move somebody to the right.  It allows them to look at
Ramczyk, Garett Bolles, maybe Cam Robinson.  Cam
Robinson to me would be more of a natural right tackle.
I believe they have to focus on finding an offensive
lineman that can come in and start and allow their
offense to be complete.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: Guys that can do everything as
inline tight ends, everybody laughs when we do this on
the show, I bring this guy up every day because he's
one of my favorite players, Adam Shaheen from a small
school at Ashland.  He's 6'6" and a half, almost 280
pounds, ran in the 4.7s.  He's very athletic.  He has not
got it all figured out as a blocker, but the effort is there,
you look at the size he has.  I think he can really
develop as an inline blocker.  He could be a second
round option there.  Jake Butt, who's injured, coming
from Michigan, it's going to be fascinating to see where
he goes.  He's somebody that plays with his hand in
the ground, big guy, 6'5" and a half, 250 pounds, can
do the blocking stuff you want him to do, but also is a
good option route guy from a tight end standpoint.
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Those would be the two kind of inline tight ends.  Then
we have a whole bunch of the little bit smaller, more
athletic, stretch-the-seam-type guys.  But those would
be the two I would keep an eye on.

Q. You have talked a lot about the depth at
cornerback and the talent at edge rusher.  I'm
curious, with the Saints, how many guys do you
think in this draft are going to be able to contribute
immediately at those two positions?
DANIEL JEREMIAH: Edge rushers and corners, I think
these guys are pretty plug-and-play.  This is a pretty
good group.  Again, I come back to the corner
conversation of it depends on what you want.  If you
want somebody with a little more upside that's a little
more raw, can you get that guy.  That would be Adoree'
Jackson, huge upside, but hasn't got it all figured out
yet.

Look at the guys that can come in plug-and-play, both
Ohio State corners.  We've talked a lot about Lattimore.
Conley is a really good player who has plenty of size as
well.  I think he's a plug-and-play guy.  He'd make a lot
of sense for the Saints where they're picking with their
first first round pick.  Tre'Davious White is readymade,
ready to go.  Awuzie would be an option from the
bottom of the first round from Colorado.  Readymade,
plug-and-play.  Then you have your option of guys like
Humphrey and Kevin King from Washington, who are
those big, athletic guys.  I think King is probably a little
more consistent than Humphrey.  But you've got your
option there as well.  Those guys are ready to play.
That's why we've talked about these guys being a good
group.  They're ready to go now.

BUCKY BROOKS: Edge rushers, if I'm the New
Orleans Saints, I'm looking to get the edge rusher first
then come back for the corner.  I think the corners are
lumped together grade-wise.  There's a big difference
between the number three corner and the number
eight corner.  Pass-rusher, sitting at number 11, Derek
Barnett, Tack McKinley.  I think it's a little early for Taco
Charlton.  Charles Harris is a guy that can play off the
edge.  There's some people there.  Sean Payton has
been talking about getting better at rushing the passer.
You can settle on one of those corners at the bottom of
the first round.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: The division they're in, the style of
play that they have, you want to score a budge of
points, play with a lead, get after the quarterback.
Haason Reddick, he's somebody you could play inside
off the ball on rundowns, and then you get Drew Brees
and company cranking up, you get a lead, you can set
him off the edge, a Vic Beasley-type rushing coming off
the end.  Inside that division, I wouldn't sleep on
Haason Reddick.

Q. I know both of you have the Raiders drafting a
linebacker at 24.  What are some similarities and
differences between the two players?  How could
either benefit the Raiders' defense?
BUCKY BROOKS: Both guys could benefit the
Raiders' defense.  I think you're talking about guys that
are similar in their approach to the game, their
athleticism, the thump that they bring.  The Raiders
need to improve on the second level of their defense.
They need to find more play-makers.  Both the guys
are play-makers.  Davis has a little more thump to him
in terms of his toughness.  He can roam sideline to
sideline, make plays.  Reddick may be more versatile.
At Temple he was able to be an off-the-edge rusher,
but went to the Senior Bowl and played inside.  I think
he gives them a lot of option, as they're trying to fine
tune their defense.  You can't go wrong with either
player.  If they see either of those players on the board,
they slap the card up.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: Reddick gives you a little more
pass-rush if you wanted some more of that to go along
with.  Davis is more experienced on the inside.  Again,
I think two great players.

Q. Bucky, you had Jarrad Davis going to the Lions
at 21.  From both of you, it's a need for the Lions.  If
they decide to do something else at 21, who could
be some of those linebackers in day two who are
good fits in a 4-3?
BUCKY BROOKS: There are a ton of options.  The guy
I come back to, Zach Cunningham, Duke Riley, those
guys to me would fit their scheme, what they want to
do in the second round.  If they elect to take a pass-
rusher early, they want an off-the-ball linebacker, those
guys can play.

Looking at their defense, they need someone that's
kind of stout on the edge, can replace what they had in
DeAndre Levy.  Those two guys are ones I would be
intrigued by.

DANIEL JEREMIAH: I think Raekwon McMillan can
play in that defense too.  A little bit bigger.  Has some
thump to him.  Ran in the low 4.6 -- think he ran 4.61.
Showed he's got a little more athletic ability than
maybe we gave him credit for.  He could fit 3-4, 4-3, but
he'd be in the mix there.

THE MODERATOR: That concludes today's call.
Thank you to the media for joining today.  Thank you to
Daniel and Bucky for your time.
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