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 An Interview With: 
  

NFL Network Analysts 
CHARLES DAVIS 

DANIEL JEREMIAH 
 
 
 THE MODERATOR:  Thank you for joining 
us today on the first of two NFL Network, NFL Draft 
media conference calls.  Joining me on the call 
today are NFL Network analysts for the draft, 
Charles Davis and Daniel Jeremiah.  Before I turn 
it over to Charles and Daniel for opening remarks 
and then questions, a few quick NFL Network 
programming notes around the draft.   

You can catch both Charles and Daniel on 
NFL Network's Path to the Draft, which airs 
Monday through Friday at 6:00 p.m. Eastern, 
leading up to the 2016 NFL Draft in Chicago.  NFL 
Network provides live coverage of the 2016 NFL 
Draft from Chicago April 28 through the 30th.  NFL 
media will also have extensive digital coverage of 
the draft on NFL.COM, NFL Mobile from Verizon, 
and NFL Now.   

In addition to NFL Network hosts, analysts 
and draft experts, Stanford head coach David 
Shaw will join NFL Network's coverage of the first 
round of the 2016 draft on Thursday April 28th at 
8:00 p.m. Eastern.  Airing on NFL Networks 
throughout the week of the 2016 NFL Draft are 
features titled Back to Campus, which showcases 
NFL Network talent returning to their college 
campuses to meet with current draft prospects.  
Featured on Back to Campus are Deion Sanders, 
Jalen Ramsey of Florida State, Michael Robinson 
with Christian Hackenberg at Penn State, Willy 
McGinnis with Su'a Cravens at USC, Terrell Davis, 
with Keith Marshall at Georgia and more.   

Finally, the second of NFL Networks draft 
media conference calls will be later in the month of 
April with Mike Mayock.  Details regarding that call 
will be provided at a later date.   

Now I'll turn it over to Charles and Daniel 
for opening remarks before we take questions.  
Guys?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Thanks for joining 
us here.  Kind of big picture on this draft, a lot of it 
has been said out there, but it's one of the best 
defensive tackle drafts I can remember, and I 
started in 2003 in scouting, and I can't remember 
this much depth of talent at that position.  So it will 
be interesting to follow what the strategy is with 
teams.  Do they want to go get these guys right 
away or is there a thought process that there's so 
much depth that maybe we'll see some of these 
guys slide down?  Because they'll know they can 
get another one in a subsequent round.  So that's 
an interesting story line to follow.   

I think we've got from the quarterback 
standpoint, I think we've got two guys that in my 
opinion are clearly head and shoulders above the 
rest of this class in Jared Goff and Carson Wentz.  
I prefer Wentz, but I gave them similar grades.  I 
think that they're both going to be long term 
starting quarterbacks in the league and they're 
going to be very successful.   

The wide receiver position, I won't go 
through every position, but the wide receiver 
position this year, we've been so spoiled the last 
two years with the depth of talent, I don't think we 
quite have that this year in terms of that top end 
talent.  But I do think in the middle rounds there is 
a lot of value to be found there on the offensive 
side of the ball, so some positions like tight end 
were a little lean and defensive tackle to me is the 
story line of this draft, just how deep and how 
talented it is.  Charles?   
 

CHARLES DAVIS:  Hi, this is Charles, and 
I won't take a heck of a lot more time.  Daniel 
covered it pretty well.  But I always hear different 
drafts.  And they talk about this isn't the deepest 
draft or this isn't this or this isn't that.  Not talking 
about what Daniel said, but you hear it from the 
outside.  Guess what?  These kids are going to get 
drafted and a good number of them are going to 
play really well in the league because we never 
really had it down pat all the time.  This guy's this 
and this guy's that and they get in the league and 
it's something entirely different.  So it will be fun to 
watch it develop and see how it all goes.   
So what do you say we get started here?   
 

Q. This is for both D.J. and Charles.  
The Eagles have the 8th pick, and if they don't 
move up for quarterback and one of those 
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defensive players is dropped to them, a lot of 
people think Stanley is one of the guys they 
could target, but I'm also looking at Vernon 
Hargreaves.  My question to you is this is a guy 
that's not very long.  He's 5'10" and his arms 
aren't very long either.  Now we know how Chip 
Kelly was obsessed with long armed 
quarterbacks and it seems most teams 
increasingly are, and even the Eagles when 
Howie was in the show.  Does his skill offset 
what he lacks in size?  And especially you, D.J. 
since you know the Eagles pretty well, is that 
something they'd consider at that spot?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Well, I think the play 
making ability is what lets him stand out a little bit 
to kind of cover up some of that with the length.  
Asante Samuel had a ton of production.  He's an 
undersized corner there, as you know, Jeff.  I don't 
think they'd be opposed to that, not having those 
ideal traits and those measurables.  But there are 
times and instances where down the field his size 
does show up.   

You see it last year when you go back and 
watch Alabama, when Amari Cooper went over the 
top of him and got the touchdown.  You saw it this 
year, the big play down the field, a talented young 
receiver went up over him.   

But the thing I personally think and when 
you talk to people around the league, the thing 
about Hargreaves is, as much as you're in nickel 
now, for him to be able to go in there and cover in 
the slot and even though he's not big, he can play 
physical in there, I think there's a lot of value to 
that position.   

It's no longer when you look at it and stack 
your board and consider starters.  I mean, it's been 
this way for a couple years, but your nickel is 
basically considered a starter nowadays.   

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  And if you're playing 

inside there, you're talking about size match ups 
that usually don't hurt you as much, unless a team 
decides to target and go with someone bigger and 
go with the longer guy.  But oftentimes the 
quickness of the DB will, and that takes people off 
the board, so be it.   

But anybody that's heard me over the 
years, I was a big Alphonso Smith guy, and I really 
didn't hit on that one.  But I feel very confident that 
I hit on Jason Verrett.  It's more about the size and 
production and whether I think a guy's going to 
make a lot of plays for you.  

 

Q. We hear defensive coaches talk a lot 
about the importance of being strong through 
the spinier defense.  But with passing games 
where they are right now, can you guys just 
outline what you feel most defensive coaches 
want now maybe, as opposed to even as little 
as seven, eight years ago from defensive 
tackles, linebackers, safeties in terms of skill 
sets?   

CHARLES DAVIS:  I don't think as much 
has changed as maybe people think.  I think you 
have the ability to mix and match and get guys in, 
though it's interesting watching how the colleges 
are starting to influence the NFL a little bit.  I keep 
saying for the first time, I probably need to quit 
saying that, but I feel like the colleges are 
influencing the NFL all the time.  So they're playing 
more up tempo, trying to keep certain sets out on 
the field.  But you still want the same basic skill set.  
It's just harder to find at times.   

I think this year Daniel has outlined all the 
defensive tackles in the draft.  This to me feels like 
almost an anomaly, especially going forward, 
because the way colleges are playing, the big guys 
don't get to stay on the field anymore.  A lot of 
times they don't even start them on the field 
because they've got these drives and they're going 
fast, and you can't just keep them out there.  So 
you're still looking for the same basic set with what 
you've got to deal with, big guys inside, dealing 
with the run game, but you need linebackers that 
can stay on the field and run, and that's why the 
smaller linebackers out of college are finding 
homes. Juan Alexander last year from LSU and 
Tampa.  When did he become a starter?  Like 
week two of training camp.  But he's an undersized 
guy.  This year, Deion Jones coming out of LSU, 
highly regarded.   

And then the safety position.  Figuring that 
out, that's been a hard thing for everyone, because 
safeties have to do so much more in terms of 
coverage as opposed to just being those big 
thumpers like a Kam Chancellor that just knocks 
you over, and the way Arizona plays defense now 
with Deone Bucannon, and Tony Jefferson who 
are essentially linebackers.  Mark Barron has 
dropped down from safety to linebacker for the Los 
Angeles Rams.   

So they're all looking for a bunch of 
different skillsets along the way.  But still trying to 
find the same package of guys.  Can we put these 
smaller guys out there who can still hold up when 
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people decide to run the football?   
 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I'll kind of piggy 

back that a little bit.  The versatility has never been 
more valuable than it is today.  You talk about 
those big safeties that have dropped down and 
been linebackers and you've had some of these 
players the last couple years, Damarious Randall, 
Jimmy Ward, who are corners and can drop back 
and play safety.  So trying to get those athletes on 
the field defensively.   

But in terms of how you build your 
defense, I don't think there's that one formula that 
exists.  You look at the Super Bowl as an example.  
You hear about building up the middle and that's 
the way Carolina has done it.  The strength of the 
team with the defensive tackles and the 
linebackers.  Obviously, you have one premier 
corner out there in Norman, but really that team's 
built up the middle.   

Then you look at Denver who is built off 
the edges with their edge rushers and their trio of 
corners they throw at you.  So there is more than 
one way to do it.   

I think at the end of the day, if I had my 
choice, you'd start with pass rushers and corners.  
That's the premium spot.  So I think that's where 
you see guys, like in this draft, for example, a guy 
like Kevin Dodd, who grade wise out of Clemson is 
probably more of a mid-late one, maybe early two.  
But just because of the premium placed on getting 
a quarterback, I think you see somebody like that 
could go a lot higher than people think.  

 
Q. Hey, guys, when you look at the 

Ravens, it seems the thought may be that they 
may want to go defense.  I know, Daniel, you 
have them taking Buckner right now.  Do you 
see defense as kind of the ideal situation for 
them, or is Ronnie Stanley worthy of taking that 
sixth pick of one of those top few defensive 
players are all off the board?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I definitely think 
Ronnie Stanley is worth taking there.  You look at 
Ozzie places a lot of value there in protecting Joe 
Flacco, especially coming off the injury he just 
suffered.  So offensive line is always going to be 
an important part of the process.  He's kind of that 
one guy.   

Obviously Tunsil will be long gone, so 
Ronnie Stanley could be the one they're staring at.  
But the Ravens, I think they've lost a little bit of 
their identity on the defensive side of the ball, and 
the best way to get that back is to invest in front 

seven and just kind of double down there.  They've 
got some good players in that front, but they need 
more blue chip, difference making players in the 
front seven.  That's why I think Buckner, with the 
rare size and unique skillset he possesses, he may 
be a great fit there.  

 
Q. Charles and Daniel, could you 

address the pass rushers and the edge rushers 
in the draft and why it's been so tough for 
some teams to get players in those positions to 
mount a pass rush?   

CHARLES DAVIS:  Edge rushers, oh, 
look, what's been hard for a lot of people is these 
quarterbacks get rid of the ball pretty fast, too, 
now.  And that's made it very difficult.  So we're 
trying to take numbers from guys getting the five, 
seven step drop and hanging in the pocket and 
getting it, and it's harder and harder to get that 
now.  So you have to get your numbers in different 
ways.  Can they get their hands up and knock the 
ball away sometimes like a JJ Watt who is so 
famous for doing that.  These guys are taught that 
because a lot of times the ball is snapped, and you 
might get two, three steps in towards the 
quarterback, and you better get your hands up 
because the ball's on its way out.  But developing 
these guys and getting them, as you know is, 
never an easy thing anyway.   

So the edge rushers this year, Daniel, as 
we can go through it, obviously both are from Ohio 
State.  Daniel just mentioned Kevin Dodd from 
Clemson, Shaq Lawson from Clemson would be 
another one that we talked about it in the upper 
half of the deal.   

I think Dodd kind of equates to me like 
Ziggy Ansah coming out of BYU, not a ton of 
experience, although Dodd grew up in the United 
States and knew a little more about American 
football, only played one year of high school and 
one year production at Clemson.  We weren't sure 
what we were getting, but he's been one of the top 
10 in the draft because it's such a premium model.   

But getting them, developing them, a lot of 
it is a lot of these guys are still outside linebackers 
in college.  That's where your pass rushers are 
coming from as well.  You have one in Atlanta 
that's playing a full scale defensive end that they 
drafted in the first round last year.  So they're still 
trying to get that sorted out.  And Dan and his crew 
are very, very creative in figuring out ways to get 
those guys on the field and turn them loose.   
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Remember Indianapolis, Daniel, and it was 
Robert Matthews and Dwight Freeney and neither 
one of them was a big guy.  People worried about 
how they'd hold up in the run game.  How did they 
help them?  With offense.  It's the old joke.  You're 
starting up 14 0, so your pass rush becomes 
something.  So that's one way teams do it.   

 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  For me it's 

interesting this year from the edge rushers, maybe 
not in that first round but outside the first round, I 
think we've got some guys not from traditional 
powerhouse programs that are going to be fun to 
follow and see where they go.  Obviously Boise 
State is a big time program, but it's not coming out 
of the SEC.  Kamalei Correa is one of my favorite 
players, the ideal outside linebacker can really 
rush.  He's got a great motor.  He's been very 
productive.  He's one to keep an eye on.   

As we go down lower in the level of 
competition, Victor Ochi from Stony Brook is a fun 
player to watch.  He's kind of got that same height 
and frame as Dwight Freeney.  He doesn't have 
that same juice, but, man, he knows how to rush 
the passer.  Matt Judon from Grand Valley State is 
another one.  These guys are in that fourth, fifth is 
probably where they end up going.  And Noah 
Spence, he's technically the smaller school at 
EKU, but obviously the Ohio State transfer is 
somebody else that it will be fascinating to watch 
him.  On tape he plays like a mid to late first round 
pick.  He did not test out very well, and that 
spooked some teams and obviously you have the 
off the field trouble.  These guys are probably 
going to land late one, early two.  If I had to bet, I'd 
probably say he goes in the second round.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  To wrap it up, you're 

going to have some guys that you've got to figure 
out what to do and their specialty is rushing the 
passer.  If you look and say what do you do with a 
Dadi Nicolas, Daniel, from Virginia Tech?  Doesn't 
have a ton of weight on him.  Where do you play 
him?  He's a guy that can rush the passer, so you 
figure it out.  So he may not go high in the draft.  
So the kid from Maryland, Yannick, and I can never 
get the pronunciation of his last name, Ngakoue, 
and I apologize to him and his family.  But he's a 
guy that flahses like crazy.  Could rush the passer, 
but you're trying to say what's his position?  What 
would I do with him, things of that nature.   

Eric Striker had great production at 
Oklahoma.  But, again, what's his position?  What 
do you do with him?  Did he end up playing more 

like Deone Bucannon did, who played more of an 
inside and drops down and does it that way as 
opposed to being a pure pass rusher?  He's fast off 
the edge, but he's so light that you'll see at times 
an offensive tackle just put an arm on him and that 
will be the end of that.  We'll see how it all turns out 
for these guys.  

 
Q. Regarding who you guys project to 

the Jets at 20, Daniel, I noticed you put Ragland 
on there and, Charles, Leonard Floyd.  If you 
guys could both assess how you think both 
those guys respectively fit into Todd Bowles' 
defense scheme wise?  Obviously they need an 
outside linebacker and maybe in the future 
there with David Harris inside.  But what about 
scheme wise with those two guys?   

CHARLES DAVIS:  I'll start because I 
have Floyd going there, and he's a guy that's going 
to get better and maybe have more production as 
a pro because he's going to get stronger and a 
little more physical.  He's a guy that's elusive off 
the edge.  I think I talked with Daniel one time and 
he was talking about his move, right, that inside 
counter move.  And you can see that on tape.  I 
just actually watched it again two days ago.  He's 
up field, he flashes inside, but I think that's 
something that they're looking to have.  Because 
you know how big and strong they are across the 
front with the guys they have already.  Someone 
off the edge, that's something that they're sorely 
needing, I believe, and that's one of the reasons I 
mocked him there.  Who knows if I'll leave him 
there.  In my next two or three mocks he might 
have to go.   

But Todd's extremely creative in his 
defenses as well.  He may not get the same 
attention that some of the other guys get, but he 
should.  Because that's been one of his 
trademarks as a D coordinator and now head 
coach.  

 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I was around Todd 

Bowles there a little bit with Philadelphia, and he is 
a really, really good football coach.  When I look at 
somebody like Ragland to go in there and plug in 
and play, the ironic thing when I'm making 
comparisons and looking at guys, I saw a lot of 
David Harris in him when David Harris was coming 
out of Michigan.  They can play downhill, come on, 
take off blocks, which is hard to find in linebackers 
nowadays.  Very instinctive, which is the most 
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distinctive characteristic in any linebacker in any 
defense.  I thought they were both underrated 
athletes.  Now David Harris has gotten a little older 
and you he gets exposed a little more in coverage.   
I think Ragland is a little bit tight, but he can run 
laterally.  He can cover backs, I think he can cover 
tight ends.  So I don't really buy the knock on him.   

Some people saying he's got to come out 
in sub situations.  I think he can stay on the field.  I 
know he tried to bulk up or put on weight and 
wanted to show he could rush at The Senior Bowl.  
I don't care for him to do that.  I'd rather him lighten 
up, which he did.  He did.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  He did for the 

Combine.  
 

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I don't need you to 
rush the passer.  You're a blitzer, you're not a pass 
rusher.  Keep him in the high 240s and let him play 
inside linebacker where he can make a lot of plays.  
 

CHARLES DAVIS:  He's actually showing 
he can be a three down guy.  Kind of reminds me a 
little bit when Curtis Lofton came out of Oklahoma.  
All you wanted to do was say I can be a three 
down guy.  He did in the early years in Atlanta, but 
since then hasn't been able to do so.  

 
Q. D.J., you just mentioned Ragland, 

where do you stand on him versus Darron Lee 
what they bring to the table.  And Charles, you 
mentioned Dodd a little bit earlier.  The Lions at 
16, they don't have many defensive ends on 
their roster.  What do you see the potential of 
him in the NFL and see a guy that can land in 
the middle of the round there?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I'll start off with Lee 
and Ragland, actually my top 50 list which high 
ranks these guys, I have Darron Lee at 11, and 
Ragland at number 12.  So I have them very close.  
It's a different flavor what you're looking for.  Lee 
can give you more athleticism, more speed.  He's a 
dynamic blitzer.  Somebody that can really, really 
run with the athletic tight ends and just the range 
that he has laterally is pretty much off the charts.  
He doesn't have the same take on ability that 
Ragland does.  You'll see him flash on occasion, 
but he'll get completely swallowed up, and you 
don't see that happen to Reggie Ragland.   

Lee, you don't get quite that thump.  You 
get a little more athleticism.  And in today's league 
the way it is, I end up putting him a little bit above 

Ragland because of that athleticism and what he 
can give you in the passing game.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  When you're talking 

about Dodd, Daniel mentioned it at the top of our 
call, that athletic ability and the ability to go get the 
pass rush passer is one of the reasons we're 
talking about him being in the first round.  Because 
I think in the good old days, we talked about a guy 
with his little bit of production one season, his 
experience, one year of high school football, you 
may very well downgrade it.  But Detroit's an 
organization, and I know it's a new GM, I realize 
that, but it's an organization that before went out 
and got a guy in the top 10 who didn't have a 
whole lot of experience.  They saw the potential, 
they saw the value, and that's turned out very well 
for them, and that's Ziggy Ansah.  So if you talk 
about Dodd, do you think that's the best we've 
seen of him in the national title game?   

 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Yeah, really down 

the stretch he caught fire.  
 

CHARLES DAVIS:  He played well.  But 
that national title game.  
 

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Three sacks, five 
tackles for loss.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  I remember him 

wreaking a little bit of havoc throughout that game.  
He's another guy you can maybe fit on the other 
side.  You have two guys launching themselves at 
quarterback and helping out.  That's going to be 
something Detroit will have to evaluate.  But a pass 
rusher, we actually talked about it at yesterday, a 
pass rusher compared with Ziggy Ansah on the 
defensive line, we have to think that Detroit is 
evaluating as we speak.  

 
Q. Hey, guys, what do you guys think of 

San Jose State's running back Tyler Ervin?  
And you mentioned Yannik Ngakoue earlier, 
but he and Carl Naasib led the nation in sacks 
last year.  You kind of touched on Ngakoue as 
being a tweener player.  But why isn't there 
more of a buzz around Carl Nassib.  And is 
Nassib one of the sleepers in this draft?  Who 
would be some of those other sleepers, non 
first rounders who are picking up steam here 
with less than a month to go before the draft?   
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CHARLES DAVIS:  Yeah, it's funny you 
brought that up. I'm going to let Daniel take Nassib.  
Then I'll come back and touch on Ervin, and then 
we'll try to wrap up with maybe some of those guys 
that are making a little bit of a move.  

 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I had a chance to 

go see Nassib live at Northwestern.  And it's funny 
you go on the field before the game, and when 
you're scouting, you always go down there and get 
body types.  So I still do that now.  I go down there 
and wrote down on my notes he's built like Jared 
Allen and he kind of looks like Jared Allen.  He's 
tall, he's long, he's really, really good with his 
hands.  He doesn't have that elite burst off the line 
of scrimmage, the get off.  But, man, he knows 
how to use his length.  He does not get guys get 
into his chest, and he's got a real knack for 
finishing.  He's someone that obviously put it 
together late in his career.   

So coming into the year there wasn't as 
much buzz about him.  But he's one of those guys I 
think at the end of the day he's going to end up 
going in the second round because of that trait that 
he has being able to get to the quarterback.   

When you talk about trying to find 
comparisons other than Jared Allen, he kind of has 
a little bit of a Connor Barwin too, when you watch 
him.  So I'm a fan of his.  I think he for sure does 
not get out of the third round, and that won 
surprise me with his production and length.  He 
goes in the second.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  And I'll take Tyler 

Ervin.  I watched him on tape and I think I tweeted 
about him in the last couple days. We saw him at 
The Senior Bowl and knew about him going in.  
But when you get a chance to see him, size isn't 
going to knock you off your feet by any stretch.  
But he's a guy that runs inside well, good vision, 
nice strength in running the ball inside.  You don't 
see him get knocked backwards on each and 
every carry.  A lot of times he finishes the run 
going forward.  Can catch the ball very well out of 
the back field, willing to try to block when his turn is 
called.   

But I see this guy, he's got a little bit of 
everything.  Good vision.  Carries those eyes to his 
feet.  Makes people miss along the way.  And as I 
said before, he finishes his runs.  I think he's a 
really good player.  In a running back draft that's 
just not overwhelming with them, he's a guy that I 
think is going to get mentioned because day two is 
round two and three.  He may be gone on day two, 

but I think much more likely day three by round 
four we start talking about Tyler and get into that 
spot.  But I like him a bunch.  He does a bit of 
everything and he does it against big people.   

I turned on that Auburn tape.  Auburn 
wasn't the great defense in the world last year.  But 
they're a big school that a lot of times knocks 
people off their game a little and it certainly didn't 
with him.   

You did ask about some guys that might 
be making a move.  I'm going to throw a name out 
there and see if Daniel co-signs on it.  Chris Jones 
from Mississippi State a defensive tackle.  I think 
he's got to get first round mention now that maybe 
was not prior to us going to the Combine.   
 

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Yeah, I have him in 
my 30s or late 20s on my top 50 list, and I had him 
in the mock draft going to the line at 16.  Just when 
you look at where he is now and where he could 
be, he's just got tremendous upside and talent.  He 
hasn't put it all together yet, but I know when the 
coaches get involved in the process    I do have 
him 38th on my list, but when the coaches get 
involved in the process, they're going to look at this 
guy and say, man, this is a pretty special, physical 
presence we have here.  Let's see if we can get it 
out of him.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  Yeah, there are going 

to be a few guys that you're going to hear as we go 
along.  I think we have William Jackson III, the 
corner from Houston has an incredible buzz 
coming out for him.  I talked to people before, the 
whole process, talked about it being round three, 
round four.  Now you're talking about being a first 
round guy and he's really come along and done 
well.   

It's going to be that way throughout this 
draft because some of the guys you see all the 
time in the first round may very well not be for 
reasons that we can't even    we're not even aware 
of right now.  There may be some medical stuff, 
some off field stuff that teams have.  Those are a 
couple guys I know have come to mind and made 
a little bit of a rise as I've seen recently.   

Derrick Henry from Alabama is one I get 
asked about all the time, the running back.  If the 
team is going to want to run the heck out of the 
football, I'm looking at Seattle late in the first round.  
I'm looking at Carolina late in the first round.  
People like that, they may very well have better 
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value placed on him than maybe some other 
teams.  Could he possibly sneak in the first round 
the Heisman Trophy?   

 
Q. Guys, I know mock drafts constantly 

are changing.  But Daniel, I saw you had 
Ezekiel Elliott going to the Eagles in your latest 
mock.  I was curious about your thoughts on 
that possibility?  And if you were running that 
organization, would you personally take him 
over Ronnie Stanley if he were available?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Good question.  
Look, I just think if you look at the Eagles and their 
track record when they've been a very good 
football team, they've had a versatile running back 
with dynamic traits that could help you on all three 
downs and they could take a lot of pressure off 
your quarterback.  I think when you look at Ezekiel 
Elliott, that's exactly what he can do and what he 
can bring you.   

In terms of him versus Ronnie Stanley, if 
you're going to go truly best player available, I 
have to go based off the grades that I gave him.  
Ezekiel Elliott I have as my sixth overall player in 
this draft.  Ronnie Stanley at number 10.  I know 
what people say about the devaluing in the running 
back position and all that.  I just think this guy is 
not Todd Gurley, he's not at that level, but this 
guy's got a chance to be a Pro Bowl running back 
for a long period of time.   

If you find out the medical information and 
know that Jason Peters is going to be okay, and I 
have some confidence he's going to return to the 
form that he's been at previously, I would have no 
trouble making that move and taking Ezekiel Elliott 
over Ronnie Stanley.  

 
Q. Charles, Daniel, I was wondering if 

your thoughts on Jalen Ramsey from Florida 
State, obviously, got a lot of buzz, and some 
are talking about him maybe being a first 
overall pick.  Do you think he'll be the first 
cornerback to go first overall?  Is that a 
byproduct of just being a very special unique 
talent or what you alluded to earlier, the fact 
that versatility and stock is becoming 
increasingly more valuable to NFL teams?   

CHARLES DAVIS:  I think it's a 
combination of all you're talking about.  We heard 
going into it and from doing an evaluation, I think 
we all said if there's going to be a gold medal 
winner of the Combine in terms of the decathlon, 
everyone was betting on Jalen Ramsey, I don't 
think anybody had a silver medal guy.  We thought 

he would do it, and he did.  He went and blew the 
doors off the thing.   

He jumps 41.5, in terms of the vertical, he 
ran low 4.4s, or 4.41.  And in the 40 yard dash, an 
11.3 on the standing broad jump, he did it.  He did 
all those things.   

Now how does that translate into him 
being a good football player?  Not only is he a 
corner, we watched film on him as a freshman 
playing high safety.  You watch him playing in the 
slot, watched him playing out wide.  We saw all of 
those things with him and you pair it with 
Tennessee, which needs help all over the place, 
and they do need help in the secondary, and it's 
not one of those things that's just totally out of 
whack, especially with Dick LeBeau running the 
defense.  And you know how he likes to utilize his 
play makers all over the map.  Put them in prime 
spots to help his defense out.   

So the last two mock drafts I've had Jalen 
Ramsey going there.  I think he's your number 2 
overall player on your draft.  I think he's number 1 
overall on my top 50.  He's that type of player you 
have to evaluate.  I will say having talked to people 
in Tennessee, I'm firmly convinced that he is in the 
discussion about whether they've taken that 
number 1 overall.  Even though there's never been 
a corner or safety that's gone number 1.  We've 
had Eric Turner go 2, Vinny Blake go 3, Charles 
Woodson go 3.  Guys that went 4.  Shawn Springs 
went 3.  So we've had guys in the past, but there 
aren't a bunch of them.  So it's in the discussion, 
and because he has the type of play making ability 
with the way the game is played now.   

I'm just guessing, tell me if I'm wrong, 
Daniel, one play you'll see him at corner.  In the 
nickel set, he might move inside, travel inside, be a 
slot guy.  In other sets he might turn around and be 
a safety.  It's like Tyrann Mathieu coming out of 
LSU with more athletic ability.  But does he have 
the same instinct?  That's where Tyrann Mathieu 
wins on everything.  His instincts are off the charts.   

 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I agree, I would give 

Mathieu more in the instinct department.  But I 
watched three games from his freshman year 
where he is that high safety, and he is aggressive.  
He's explosive, and he can really affect the game 
from the middle of the field.  It will be interesting to 
see not only when he gets picked but what they 
want to do with him.  If they are going to let him 
settle into one spot or if, like Charles said, it's 
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going to be a week to week thing and deploy him 
as a defensive weapon.   

He'll be a fascinating study for me to watch 
in terms of how he's used.  Because that's 
changed the game a little bit, and it kind of all 
starts to blend to go together.  Is this guy a corner, 
a safety and we'll use him on a week to week basis 
when we need him.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  The difference 

between him and Mathieu in one other aspect, he's 
210 pounds, Ramsey is.  Remember when 
Mathieu got drafted, coming off the knee, off the 
field and he was 180 something pounds whatever 
it was.  They said safety, they said it day of the 
draft, we're going to play him at safety.  How's he 
going to play that with the way the game is played 
nowadays?  You're not worried about having 
Sanders in there eating up your run game or Kam 
Chancellor.  Some teams you have, a lot of teams 
know.  But Ramsey can handle both with his size 
and aggressive nature.  

 
Q. With the Browns signing RG3, how 

do you think that changes their plan to number 
two?  Will that make a trade down more likely?  
How do you handicap what they're going to do 
there now?   

CHARLES DAVIS:  I'll go quickly.  I don't 
know that it changes much right now.  I think their 
discussions are now doing exactly what you're 
talking about.  What are the scenarios and how 
confident do we feel?  Obviously they felt confident 
to sign Robert Griffin III.   

But how do we feel about these 
quarterbacks right now?  Is it Wentz?  Is it Goff?  It 
feels like it's Wentz, but we don't know that 100%.  
Is he the guy for the future we can't afford to let go 
and pass on because we haven't hit it right since?  
Essentially Bernie Kosar,  Tim Couch was headed 
toward that way before injury derailed him.   

But overall they've not been able to hit and 
have that quarterback that they've wanted and it 
will carry them to the future.  That's going to be a 
huge discussion.   

But sitting there at two, let's say 
Tennessee goes ahead and takes Jalen Ramsey 
or Jalen Ramsey, to me it all starts there at two, 
because if you're the Los Angeles Rams who 
desperately need a quarterback, and they have 
some capitol to maybe move up, maybe that's a 
discussion point or another team that may want to 
talk about getting up that high.  Having signed 
Griffin, they've got a little more to play with there 

where they can drop back and still get somebody 
with some draft picks.  I can't wait to see how it 
turns out now.  
 

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I'm anxious to see 
how everything works in Cleveland.  There are a 
lot of people around the league that are curious to 
see what kind of they do there.  Are they going to 
do something out of the box?  Are they going to try 
something different or are they going to try to play 
it more by the book?  It's going to be fascinating to 
watch what goes down in Cleveland.   

I tend to think the quarterback position, as 
Charles mentioned, hasn't been solved in so long, 
why not give yourself another shot at it?  So you've 
got RG3, who I believe is only 26, and you draft 
one at number two in this draft, and man, you 
increase your chances that you've got yourself a 
quarterback going forward.  And if RG3 reverts to 
form from his rookie year and he plays great, I 
think they'll be okay with the fact that they have a 
young quarterback that they can probably spin off 
at some point in time.  But they have to solve that 
position before they're going to be competitive 
consistently in that position with whom they're 
playing against.  Giving yourself an extra crack at it 
with a young quarterback in free agency and the 
number two overall pick, that would seem to make 
a lot of sense to me.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  We're having so much 

fun observing Cleveland because of the signing of 
Paul DePodesta and all the money ball things and 
references that go along with it.  So Sashi Brown, 
remember, I think is the ultimate decision maker 
there in Cleveland.  That's what it appears to be, 
anyway.  But don't understatement Andrew Barry, 
vice president of player personnel.  He was out 
with all the visits we saw on Pro Days.  They got 
some guys in there, and their head coach has 
some very strong opinions about what he wants 
done too.  So we're all looking forward to seeing 
how it all shakes out in Cleveland and how the 
decisions are made.  

 
Q. Obviously, it looks like the Eagles 

are interested in a quarterback, trading up for 
one of the top two or waiting for one in the later 
round.  Do you think there is a preference in 
terms of Goff or Wentz?  And if they do wait fair 
quarterback, who is the best fit of the later 
round options?   



 
     visit our archives at asapsports.com 

 
Charles Davis & Daniel Jeremiah 

 

9 

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  In terms of who 
their preference is between Goff and Wentz, I think 
they'd both fit really well in Doug's offense there.  
Wentz to me gives them a little more size and the 
ability to do some things on the move that they've 
historically liked there with Doug Pederson being 
under Andy Reid.  They really value that 
movement skill.  And I think because of that I 
would lean towards Carson Wentz, but I think Goff, 
quick decision making, accurate, underneath 
intermediate would be a nice fit there as well.   

In terms of somebody that fits them in the 
later round, I've been a big proponent of Brandon 
Allen throughout this process from Arkansas.  I 
know he's not the biggest guy, and everybody had 
fun with the hand size deal and how he got the 
hand massage and got his hands a little bit bigger.  
But he's a coach's kid.  He's been through a lot of 
adversity.  Fought through it at Arkansas, and 
really played well last year, I thought, when I broke 
down the tape to the point where I would consider 
taking him in the late second round, early third 
round. 

He had 30 touchdowns, only eight picks, 
and completed I think 56% of his passes.  So the 
numbers are good, and he's doing it under center a 
lot in that offense at Arkansas.  I think it translates 
well.  To me I think he's an ideal fit, he's a great fit.  
You might get a nice little value with him in this 
draft.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  Yeah, this is going to 

be fun to watch because that could be where the 
roars are early in that auditorium in Chicago about 
who gets taken where.  Is there a move up to get 
someone?  Talking about quarterback below that, 
and Brandon Allen is terrific.  I think that Daniel's 
really hit on someone there.  He was on him early 
in this process, and I've been watching him, 
watching him work.  I see no reason to change 
what he's said.   

Also, if you go a little bit deeper, because 
of those movements, because of their body type, a 
Dak Prescott, who I thought made as much 
improvement of a big time quarterback of anyone 
in the country in my humble opinion, has the body 
frame, movement skills necessary to do that.  
Being able to handle the weather conditions you're 
going to have in November, December, January 
there in Philadelphia.  He played at Mississippi 
State, but he's a big, big strong guy that can throw 
the football, and Jacoby Brissett, if you want to go 
deeper, from North Carolina State, another guy 
that's a strong guy with movement skills.   

If I'm not mistaken, Daniel, Kevin Hogan is 
someone they looked at from Stanford who 
handled a ton of offense.  Some of these guys 
coming out, their playbooks, what they've been 
asked to handle and verbiage in the huddle, what 
they've been asked to do, Kevin Hogan fits 
perfectly in that frame.  Big, strong guy.  Arm is 
going to be a little different.  I think I saw him 
change his motion and he's working on tightening 
up his motion when we saw that.  He's going to get 
it to take like a golf swing where he'll repeat under 
pressure.  But he's handled so much offense in his 
time there that that fits well for someone that gets 
you in the huddle, line of scrimmage and you can 
go and play with.   

Those are a few of the guys that we'd 
probably take a look at.  

 
Q. The value of a nose tackle in the NFL 

anymore, do you think it's gone by the 
wayside?  Do you think somebody like Billings 
out of Baylor would be a perfect fit and so 
versatile in what he's able to do?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Yeah, that's an 
interesting question because I talked to people 
around the league and friends around the league 
about this all the time.  It was a big discussion last 
year with Danny Shelton coming out when you 
watch him on tape he was dominant as a run 
defender, and he was a big, big dude.  Cleveland's 
looking very high, and you thought he had some 
pass rush production.  A lot of it came against 
lower competition, but you knew he was going to 
dominate against the run.  You didn't know how 
much he was going to get you as a pass rusher 
right out the chute.  And I was one who said his 
ability to dominate on those early downs, it's hard 
to find these guys, they're this big, this strong and 
can hold a point of attack like he can.  And other 
people, hey, you can't take him that high.  He's not 
going to play 20, 25 snaps a game with the way 
the game's played right now.  And last year I know 
his play was a little up and down.  I know he has a 
chance to be an impact player against the run.  But 
it's hard to lobby to take somebody like that that's 
going to be on the field 30, 40% of the time, when 
you can get somebody else that can get after the 
quarterback on the interior.  Those guys are at 
more of a premium right now.   

When it comes to Billings though, he's 
somebody he's a little more athletic than I gave 
him credit for.  I know he can really, really shock 
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people at the point of attack with his hands and his 
ability to hold up against the run.  But I thought 
watching him move around at the Combine, his 
movement skills were better than I gave him credit 
for.  And he did have a handful of sacks last year.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  Yeah, and I think so 

many of them are looking for combo guys now.  
That pure nose where all you do is hold down the 
center, maybe has value in certain divisions, which 
I think is a big reason, D.J., I think it's a big reason 
why Shelton was valued by Cleveland last year 
because of that deal with Baltimore, Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati, who are heavy run teams that are going 
to come at you with that bulk and their size as well.  
In other divisions that wouldn't be valued at all.  
People don't want to run the football a heck of a 
lot.  So that's what you're trying to look at.   

But think about (Indiscernible) as his 
career progressed in New England, he wasn't just 
playing the nose.  He was playing the five 
technique.  Remember Red Bryant and Pete 
Carroll, moving him out to the five technique.   

So those guys have some versatility, even 
with all that thickness, maybe not huge stack 
numbers, but can play those spots, I think that's 
what they're looking for.  Kenny Clark of UCLA is 
going to be looked at to see if he can work in 
multiple places like that, not just be purely over the 
nose, even when that's not really what he did at 
UCLA.  
 

Q. I was curious what options you think 
the Bears have at No. 11?  Is Floyd much of a 
risk?  And Daniel, you're one of the few that 
has Jared Goff available at that pick.  Do the 
Bears just not have the luxury of biting on 
quarterback like Goff as an eventual successor 
to Jay Cutler given the situation?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Look, I'll be anxious 
to see what they do in that scenario.  They do this 
mock draft, and to me, it's an exercise in 
scenarios.  If this happens, what is the after effect 
there?  And the last one I did or most recent one I 
did, Goff was kind of sliding.  And I just thought 
with his kind of slighter frame and the weather 
you're going to play there in Chicago, I just didn't 
know if that would be a great fit for him there.  And 
then if you look at Wentz would somehow be the 
one that falls, he's the guy that kind of fits in that 
division, in that weather.  I think they'd be more 
likely to pull the trigger on him if he somehow fell to 
11.   

At the end of the day, probably highly 
doubtful that either one of them would be there to 
make that decision.  But in terms of where they go, 
I get wanting to be safe.  The tricky thing for me in 
this draft is I think there are those eight to ten guys 
that you feel great about and they're just outside 
that range where you're probably going to have to 
rely a little bit of faith and your coaching staff in 
developing some of these players, because a lot of 
them have some holes when you get outside that 
first group.   

But to me, when you look at, and Charles 
has talked about him, Leonard Floyd, he's got 
some elite traits to work with in terms of his speed 
and athleticism, and he's got the potential to be a 
big time pass rusher.  I thought he was out of 
position.  Played him inside linebacker last year.  I 
don't think that's what he is.  But he's somebody if 
they can work with him there, they could have a 
nice payoff.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  What I think is fun 

about the Wentz-Goff thing is let's say it's Chicago 
and it's an outdoor place and we know weather 
comes into it.  There is a lot of talk about Goff and 
how he may have played in rough weather, 
remember the rain at Oregon?  Trying to 
remember where I saw him this year.  
 

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Washington State.  
 

CHARLES DAVIS:  Washington State and 
he had the double glove game against Oregon and 
didn't throw it as well as maybe people thought.  
Here we are talking about Wentz handling the 
weather, size, frame, hands the whole thing.  
Those are games indoors.  I think the fall back on 
him is the kid grew up in North Dakota.  This is not 
foreign to him.  I don't think he's played a lot of 
dom games before he got to North Dakota State.  
Plus with that hand size, bigger frame kid like that, 
grew up in those elements, it's probably where 
we're falling on that one.  I don't know about 
Daniel's math, but I think that's he the evaluation 
process.  

 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Yeah, even their 

frames being different.  
 
Q. Arizona’s Scooby Wright extremely 

productive college player, great pass rusher, et 
cetera.  What I'm wondering is given that he 



 
     visit our archives at asapsports.com 

 
Charles Davis & Daniel Jeremiah 

 

11 

didn't play in space very much, is there a place 
for him in the NFL and what type of team or 
scheme do you think he'd fit in best?   
 

CHARLES DAVIS:  I am a monster 
Scooby Wright fan.  I've declared it, been out 
there.  I thought he was an extremely productive 
play maker, especially two years ago when he was 
able to play the entire season.  He had impact on 
just about every game he played.  And then with 
Oregon and The National Championship Game 
and who made the plays down the stretch and took 
the ball away from him, it was Scooby Wright.  We 
have that term of ball magnet, some guys are 
around it.  He was way better than that, as far as I 
was concerned.  He wasn't a ball magnet.  The guy 
went and took it or made a tackle that knocked it 
free, all those sorts of things.   

Where I'm getting hurt with him now, and 
this is where I struggle, was the Combine.  And I 
know it's not the be all end all, but his athletic 
ability, he struggled in some things when I'm 
watching him.  He didn't run particularly well.  He's 
not huge, so you're talking about can he beat the 
run stuffing, two down, inside linebacker?  He's just 
so darn instinctive that when he's healthy, I'd love 
to see him get an opportunity to play in one of 
those 3-4s and find his way to the football and 
maybe we'll be talking about a guy, Daniel.  I don't 
know how he does it, but he always ends up 
around the ball.  I think he's going to get hurt draft 
status wise, I think he's going to go day three 
because of athletic ability.   

But when he was at his best, and this is 
just me, I was a huge Scooby Wright fan.  I thought 
he was a guy that made plays that impacted 
games.  

 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I thought when I 

watched him, I thought he was a poor man's Chris 
Borland, who was off to a great start there before 
he decided to retire with the 49ers.  I didn't think he 
was quite the same player that Borland was.  And 
to me, the big knock on Scooby, the big concern 
was how he'd be able to hold up in coverage.  
That's a concern, and that kind of got validated 
when you go to the Combine around 4.9.  That 
scared a lot of people off.  Is this guy going to 
cover a backer or tight end?  

  
CHARLES DAVIS:  That one hurt me, 

because I was a big, I still am a big Scooby Wright 
fan.  Not that I'm not, but when I saw that, you 
have to go back and be somewhat realistic about 

things.  That's a tough one to think, okay, now 
where's he going to go?  Who is he going to go out 
there and cover?  Not many of those backs he's 
going to be running against are going to be running 
anywhere in that neighborhood.  

 
Q. Thank you guys for hanging with this 

call so long.  My question is about safety and 
especially interested in the Redskins.  So 
obviously safeties, among a myriad of needs, 
on the Redskins defense.  How viable do you 
think it is to count on DeAngelo Hall who has 
made that switch from corner to safety?  I 
guess he'll be 33 this season.  Kind of 
regardless of how you comment on that, who 
do you see that turns your head at safety apart 
from Jalen Ramsey?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I'll take the safety 
question here.  I am a huge Paul Joseph fan from 
West Virginia.  If he didn't get hurt during the year 
this year I think we'd be talking about him as a lock 
as a first round pick.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  He had five 

interceptions in two games.   
 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Yeah, I think he had 

four against Georgia Southern.  He's somebody 
that doesn't have the ideal size.  He's just under 
5'10", 205 pounds.  He makes plays sideline to 
sideline with range.  He will fill the alley with bad 
intentions.  He's got good ball awareness, good 
ball skills.  So he can play that high safety.  We 
see so many guys that we talk about dropping 
down and being a force defender and traditional 
old school strong safety.  He's a pure free safety, 
and I like him a lot.   

Then after him where I kind of go through, 
Vonn Bell from Ohio State, another guy that's a 
little undersized.  Under 5'11", but I think he has 
the ability, like Damarious Randall and Jimmy 
Ward, to be able to drop down and cover in the 
slot.  He has that athletic ability and versatility.  
Wish he was a little more consistent tackling 
between the tackles.  He's really good to the alley, 
but in between the tackle he's a little hesitant there.   

Those are my top two safeties, and John 
O'Neal from Florida would be next for me who is a 
big, physical thumper, had some huge hits when 
you watch him.  Then go back to West Virginia for 
KJ Dillon, the teammate there for Karl Joseph is 
somebody that, again, has over 6'0", 210 pounds, 
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did a nice job at The Senior Bowl, and somebody 
versatile enough if you needed him to match up in 
man to man, he could give you some of that.  So 
that's my top group of safeties.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  Yeah, and I'll talk 

about D Hall really quick.  This guy was swinging it 
back there last year as you're well aware.  And I 
think it's the natural transition for a number of guys 
who are very smart players who played the corner 
and now it's time to make that move.  I think it's 
one that he welcomes.  Because you get a lot of 
those guys where you want to make that move, 
and it's hard for those guys who have been corners 
to say I'm going to go back to safety.  Because it 
feels like you're giving up on your career or it's 
defeated you.  But the way we're using safeties 
nowadays, I think guys welcome it more and more.  
I think he hits that really well.   

I'll throw out a couple more names.  Justin 
Simmons from Boston College.  I think he can play 
the high safety in range and tackles well.  I think 
that Jalen Mills from LSU will be an interesting 
case study because he's played corner, he's 
played safety.  When we saw him at The Senior 
Bowl, maybe I was wrong, but I thought he covered 
like crazy out on the corner.  I think that only gets 
better when you swing him inside.  And we're 
talking about guys that I think we believe are high 
safeties or free safeties a little bit more than the 
guys that drop in the box and play it like that 
because I hear that every day.  No one's saying 
Jeremy Cash from Duke.  I get that every single 
day.  I think Jeremy Cash is a heck of a football 
player.  I don't know that he's a high safety.  I think 
he's a box safety underneath and makes a heck of 
a lot of plays there.  So no disrespect to Jeremy 
Cash at all, I like him, but I'm talking about guys 
that are a little more rangy.  

 
Q. Taking a look at the latest round of 

mock drafts around all the NFL experts and 
yourselves included, most people have the 
Raiders going defense.  Charles, you have 
defensive line and, Daniel, you have defensive 
back.  What are some of the holes that you 
guys see the Raiders needing to fill?  Curtis 
Lofton was released, so there is no true middle 
linebacker, thumper on the team. Some people 
are looking at Reggie Ragland, and what are 
some of the things Raiders can do in rounds 
two, three, and four to shore up some of their 
deficiencies in other areas?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I mean, for inside 
linebacker, if you didn't want to take Ragland in the 
first round, I think you can come right back in the 
second round and get a Josh Perry from Ohio 
State.  We've spent so much time talking about 
Darron Lee because of his athleticism.  Josh 
Perry's a really good player on tape.  He has a little 
more take on ability, a little bit stiff.  But he can 
take on a block and play aggressive between the 
tackles.  He's another one like Ragland that he's 
got more range than he gets credit for.  He can 
run, but he's not a real fluid athlete.  I think he'd be 
an option for them if they wanted to look outside 
the first round there.   

But for the other needs on this football 
team, I still think getting some more depth in the 
secondary and even just continue to double down 
on that offensive line.  They're building a really, 
really good offensive line there.  Got a chance I 
think in this upcoming season where they've had 
one of the three or four best offensive lines in the 
league.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  Yeah, I would agree 

with that.  If you're going to get even deeper, 
depending on how this draft falls, can you get a 
guy that you like and what have you?  You talk 
about a guy that makes a lot of tackles in the 
middle of your defense.  Sometimes you get them 
a little deeper.   

One of my guys, I don't want to call him a 
sleeper, but Nick Kwiatkoski from West Virginia.  
He tackles people.  He goes to the middle of the 
field and that's what he does.  I think you get him 
deep into day three and have a chance to plug him 
on the field.  If you're trying to play a one down, 
two down guy, I think he's the type of guy you can 
look at and get.   

But those corners are a big deal.  Because 
you know how the league is trying to match up with 
what vendor's thrown at you with their wide 
receivers and Philip Rivers presents and you're 
trying to win your division.   

Who did you go with in this one?  
Jackson?   

 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  In Oakland, I took 

William Jackson.  
 
CHARLES DAVIS:  William Jackson from 

Houston, which tells you what you're talking about 
there, trying to increase your level of play in the 
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secondary and William Jackson would fit that need.  
 
Q. The Packers finally addressed their 

tight end position this week when they signed 
Jared Cook.  Now their biggest need appears to 
be inside linebacker who can cover up third 
down.  Daniel, I know you had Darron Lee fall 
into number 27 in your latest mock trials.  I 
believe you had Darron Lee available.  I'm 
curious what do you think the chances are Lee 
or Reggie Ragland are available at 27.  In the 
case of neither, what are your thoughts on a 3 4 
defense converting a safety like Cravens, 
Killebrew or Jeremy Cash full time coverage 
linebacker?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I think we've got 
another possibility there, and I don't know you 
necessarily wouldn't do that in the first round.  But 
Miles Killebrew from Southern Utah is another 
player who plays as a whole safety.  So a lot of 
people in the league are trying to figure out what to 
do with him.  Is he a strong safety?  Is he a 
linebacker?  I think he's somebody that would be a 
great cover linebacker to drop down in there.  He's 
carried in the past    I think he's been up to 221 
pounds or so, and he dropped down because he 
wanted to show he could play safety at The Senior 
Bowl.  But he could easily carry 230 pounds.  
You're talking about somebody at his Pro Day the 
other day, I know some people had him in the high 
4.4s, others had him in the low 4.5s, but he's a 
really good athlete.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  You ask about the 

possibility of being there, and I think Ragland has a 
better chance of being there than Lee just because 
of the way the game's played and his ability to run.  
I think that's going to be valued a little bit more.   

My last mock draft I had Ragland making it 
down there.  But as you guys know, everyone on 
this call knows none of that is gospel.  We're all 
just trying to figure out good places for good 
football players to go.  But I love what Daniel said 
there about Miles Killebrew.  We had to watch him 
and one scout said to me, he may be the most 
consummate tackler he's watched on tape in this 
draft.  He just sits in there and doesn't matter 
what's coming, who is coming.  This guy sits in 
there and makes a play and makes a tackle, and 
usually with some pretty good bump and oomph to 
it.   

You asked about Cash from Duke, he's 
utilized a lot that way at Duke.   

Cravens, trying to decide if he's a safety or 
outside linebacker.  Personally I think he's better at 
outside linebacker.  It's a lot like Shaq Thompson 
coming out last year from the university of 
Washington.  It's not the size that we grew up 
watching.  But those guys can run, rangy, have 
experience in covering people.  And they have 
played some linebacker in college, so they're used 
to tackling them as well.  So I think those guys fit 
pretty well.  

 
Q. Shields has had a hard time drafting 

defensive backs in recent years.  Is that 
something that they sometimes go through or 
do you think they'll have to start addressing 
higher draft choices in safeties and in 
cornerbacks?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Well, look, there's 
always    I mean, look, the Steelers have done a 
heck of a job drafting in a lot of positions.  But 
sometimes there are organizations that for a period 
of time for whatever reason you almost have bad 
luck or you can call it a blind spot or whatever at 
certain spots.   

I know I was in it with the Ravens forever.  
We could not nail down the wide receiver position.  
We tried a bunch of second, third round type guys 
and couldn't get it squared away.   

So I think Pittsburgh, when you look at 
what they could do and where they're situated in 
this draft, I think they have a great shot at getting a 
corner that can come in and help them right away.  
They have a shot even going in the next couple 
rounds.  If they want to go safety, they have 
opportunities there as well.   

I think in my latest one I'm taking 
Mackensie Alexander.  William Jackson, would be 
a great fit out of Houston.  If he's there, we'll see 
where Eli Apple ends up going.  Artie Burns is 
somebody from Miami who's a big corner, who I 
think is a late one, early two type.  But they'll have 
a lot of options there.  If they want to invest some 
capitol at the corner position, I think they're in a 
good spot to get that done.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  I'll throw a couple 

more names in there as we go through and I'm not 
saying at the top.  Kendall Fuller, knee check is 
going to be a big deal for him coming off the knee 
injury from Virginia Tech.  I think Saban Howard 
from Baylor, big, strong, physical type corner who 
can run.  What did he end up running Pro Day?  
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Somewhere in the 4.4s.  And I think that was 
maybe a little bit of a surprise for people and a 
good surprise for him.   

So guys like that, as you go along in this 
draft, you may end up picking up guys later on 
that's not just right there at the top, and off they go.  
Jones from Alabama, as we get deeper into the 
draft, he has kick return ability as well.  There are a 
few guys out there that are out there to hit.   

One guy I like Maurice Canady from 
Virginia.  Long armed player.  You know can make 
plays on the ball, if he's not there at the time the 
ball was thrown or if the ball is coming to the target 
and sneak a hand in there and knock it away.  So 
they'll have some options, as they say.   

 
Q. I want to ask about kickers which is 

the sexiest subject in the world.  But I'm 
wondering with the NFL's recent rule changes 
and kickoff and the extra points, just put more 
a value on kickers and how that relates to 
Roberto Aguayo at Florida State?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I think it makes a lot 
of sense.  Did you say second round?   

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  Already said it.   

 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  If you think that a 

mock draft is the only way you can get hateful 
tweets, I should say, you have no idea.  You just 
have to talk about kickers going in the second 
round and you can elevate that conversation to a 
whole new level.  But, look, I think with these rule 
changes, especially with the ability to kind of be 
able to sky kick now, if you can deal    you're going 
to be able to pin people down there, with the 
change and the touchback rule, I think it's an 
interesting one.  You got someone that's automatic 
on extra points, that can give you points and field 
goals and can also affect the field position in 
kickoff, in the middle bottom of the second round, 
that player has a chance to have a dramatic impact 
on you, especially when you think how many 
games are won by three points or less on a weekly 
basis.  It's ironic to me because I think it makes a 
lot of sense, and I have not had one friend in the 
league bring up Roberto Aguayo's name to me, 
which tells me they're hoping that nobody else is     

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  Everybody's trying to 

be quiet about it.  What's that term you use all the 
time?  The unintended consequences?  If you go 
back a few years ago, the colleges did the same 
thing about the kickoff rule.  It was done in the 

name of safety.  We're going to change it out.  You 
guys kick it into the end zone.   

Well, now the idea of bringing it out here, 
Daniel pointed out, if you're sky kicking, there are 
more collisions now.  You have more people 
covering kicks because a lot of those defensive 
coaches and special teams coaches are going to 
say, hey, I've got a guy that can sky it up there, I'll 
get my guys down there, and we'll get them deeper 
than the 25 to help you out.  So we'll have more of 
those to come into play.   

Aguayo is a name that gets mentioned like 
crazy.  But I don't know if you guys watched at all, 
Maryland, Penn State.  I believe 2014 at Maryland, 
Brad Craddock hit a game winning field goal for 
them that I think is still climbing as we speak.  So 
there are some guys with really strong legged kids 
coming out.  

 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  The Liberty kid has 

a big leg.  
 
CHARLES DAVIS:  Oh, and then he came 

to the Combine and ran like he was a position 
player.  I mean, he's a real athlete.  That's the last 
thing I'll get off my soap box.  More and more of 
these kids who are kicking nowadays and punting, 
if you go back into their backgrounds, you know 
what you find?  They were All Conference players 
in high school.  Quarterbacks, wide receivers, 
defensive backs, you know, defensive ends, the 
whole deal.  You get a better breed of athlete 
kicking the ball now, not just the guys that pulled 
up in the soccer team.  You're talking about full 
scale guys that have value.  Not this, this, and this 
at the next level but they can kick it.  
 

Q. With Lovie Smith, former Bears 
Coach Lovie Smith taking the Illinois job, there 
have been some questions as to what kind of 
recruiter he could be in college.  (No 
microphone) obviously that's stopped in recent 
years.  Do you guys think Lovie will be able to 
bring that kind of talent back and that he'll be 
able to bring that top tier talent so we'll see 
Illinois producing NFL Draft picks again.   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  Well, the interesting 
thing is when the NFL guys go down to college, 
one of the things, we talk about the college game 
influencing the NFL game, I think the NFL has had 
a major influence in college football in terms of 
recruiting and building up.  It's not just going to be 
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Lovie Smith, but it's being able to hire all those 
behind the scenes people.  A lot of them are 
former NFL scouts.   

In terms of setting up their recruiting, it's 
almost like setting up a draft board and really 
dialing in on the process.  Not just building 
relationships, but identifying players.  Illinois's 
going to have a hard time initially.  You're not going 
to beat Ohio State on kids, you're not going to beat 
Michigan or Michigan State on kids.  But you can 
do is identify what these guys can become.  And 
we've seen the NFL guys go down to college and 
have a lot of success with that.  I think that's what 
Lovie Smith will be able to bring to them.  
Hopefully, just getting them to invest in the 
structure around him.  He'll need to be able to kind 
of build a personnel department, for lack of a better 
word.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  Yeah, we're fortunate 

we work at NFL Network and this isn't me jumping 
up and patting ourselves on the back, but this is 
what kids watch.  These are high school kids that 
watch a lot of NFL Network, and one of the big 
questions they have nowadays is what?  How do I 
get to the league?  How do you get me to the 
league?   

I remember calling games in college, I'm 
going to say a decade ago, and I would get from 
college officials all the time, look, we don't want to 
talk about the next level.  These are college kids.  
This is all it's about.  We don't want to hear about 
them playing on Sunday.   

Then I'd walk into have my meetings with 
the coaches and before games and you get to their 
facilities, you're five steps into the facility, and what 
is the first thing you see?  All the listing of NFL 
players.   

So that's been out of the window for a long 
time now.  I wish Coach Smith a lot of luck, and 
there is a lot more latitude with staff, which I think 
Daniel is alluding to now.  Staffs are way bigger.  
You can do it, get your recruiting base set.  And 
remember, Illinois recruited like crazy under Ron 
Zook and played in a Rose Bowl.  It wasn't terribly 
long ago, so if you get the right recruiting, it can be 
done.  

 
Q. I wanted to get your thoughts on 

how many defensive linemen could go before 
the Redskins take at 21 overall?  And which 
guys do you think will fit there?  Also, if there 
is a run on defensive linemen before that pick, 

could you see them going in different positions 
on offense or defense and other positions?   

DANIEL JEREMIAH:  I'll start with who 
would make some sense and fit there.  I think I had 
Andrew Billings on there.  He would make a lot of 
sense for them.  Somebody that can sit in there 
and hold up against the run, playing against the 
division with the Cowboys with that physical 
offensive line.  You've got the Eagles who have a 
very nice front as well.  And the Giants put a lot of 
resources at their offensive line as well the last few 
years.  So I think defensive line would be the way 
to go.  Billings would make a lot of sense there.   

A'Shawn Robinson is a tricky one for me.  
He's big and he's talented, and he's got all the 
ability.  He hasn't totally put it together yet.  Same 
could be said for Nkemdiche, who is a physical 
freak, so athletic.   

But my line on him has kind of stood the 
same in that he's a top 10 talent but he has 
pedestrian production, and that concerns you a 
little bit.  Number of guys could be gone.  I think we 
could see five, six, around there.  They could be 
staring at maybe the seventh overall guy.   

In any other draft, if you said you're going 
to take the 7th defensive tackle 21, you say what 
the heck are you doing?  You're making a major 
reach.  In this situation that's not the case.  You're 
going to get a highly, highly rated player so deep.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  We're talking about a 

Sheldon Rankins from Louisville, Vernon Butler 
valued that highly from Louisiana Tech, Chris 
Jones from Mississippi State, Kenny Clark, UCLA.  
I mean you've got a bunch of guys that you're 
going to be talking about.   

The second part of your question is if there 
is a run and they decide to go in the other position, 
the wildcard for them is wide receiver.  You may 
not have had a run on receivers at that point.  You 
could still be sitting there and saying to yourself, 
some combination of Laquon Treadwell, Corey 
Coleman, Josh Dotson could also be sitting in that 
spot, and that would be my wildcard for them.   

 
DANIEL JEREMIAH:  My one home run 

pick, and I would love to see the pairing, I don't 
know if he would get there, but Jarran Reed from 
Alabama, if he somehow fell to the Redskins, he's 
made the play in that division.  He would be great 
in that defense.   

And really piggyback what you did last 
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year with Scherff up front, you come back with 
Reed.  Those are two of the most physical players 
that are come out in those respective draft classes.  

 
CHARLES DAVIS:  You lose a pot roast 

and you get a Jarran Reed who now will become 
best friends with Chris Baker, because pot roast 
was his best friend, there you go. 
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