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THE MODERATOR:  Thank you for joining us 
today on the second of two NFL Network NFL Draft 
media conference calls.  Joining me on the call 
today is NFL Networks lead analyst for the 2016 
NFL Draft, Emmy nominated Mayock.  Before I 
turn it over to Mike for opening remarks and 
questions, a few quick NFL media programming 
notes around the 2016 NFL Draft.  
 Starting Sunday, NFL Network will provide 
71 hours of live draft week coverage.  NFL 
Network's draft coverage will feature a record 19 
NFL team war room cameras, including the L.A. 
Rams who hold the number one pick.  All of NFL 
Networks 2016 NFL Draft coverage will be 
available digitally across platforms, allowing fans to 
watch the entirety of the excitement of every pick 
from every round, live from Chicago on their 
favorite devices.  
 Fans can watch NFL Network live on their 
Smartphone, tablet, PC or connected device, such 
as XBox1, Apple TV, or PS4.  NFL Now Live 
presented by Courtyard is the only way to watch 
each and every pick of the draft live from rounds 
one through seven.  NFL Now Live can be 
accessed through the official mobile app of the 
NFL, NFL Mobile from Verizon, as well as through 
tablets, PCs or connected devices.  
 In addition to NFL Network hosts, analysts 
and draft experts, Stanford head coach David 
Shaw, Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer, and 
Notre Dame head coach Brian Kelly will join the 
NFL Networks coverage of the 2016 NFL Draft.  
 Mike, along with Charles Davis, Daniel 
Jeremiah, Kurt Warner, Steve Mariucci, Curtis 
Conway, Maurice Jones-Drew, Ike Taylor and 
Bucky Brooks will be in attendance and available 
for interviews.  For more information on the media 
luncheon, please email Andrew Howard at 
Andrew.Howard@NFL.COM.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Quickly about this draft, 
we've been talking all along about the best 
defensive tackle draft we've seen in years.  I've 
talked to several teams in the last couple of weeks, 

all of whom believe that because that group is so 
deep, we're going to see teams in the first and 
second round kind of going after positions of need 
that aren't anywhere near as deep, like say wide 
receiver.  Or if you think there are four offensive 
tackles in the drop off, you better go get that 
offensive tackle before you get your defensive 
tackle.  
 But I've talked to an awful lot of teams over 
the last couple of weeks, and he is especially with 
those two trades to the quarterbacks happening, 
I'm pretty psyched up for this draft.  So let's open 
this thing up and take some questions. 
 
 Q.  Since Ronnie Stanley probably isn't 
going to make it to the middle of the third 
round when the Eagles pick again after taking a 
quarterback at number two, I'm curious what 
you think are their best possible offensive 
tackle options if they go that route at number 
79?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, I think third round 
value, a guy that's rising right now, especially with 
coaches around the league, I can't even 
pronounce his first name, but his last name is 
Vaitai, Big "V" they call him from TCU.  He's going 
to go in the third or fourth round, can play both 
sides, and the offensive line coaches around the 
league love him.  
 I think Shon Coleman from Auburn could 
be there probably gone.  Jerald Hawkins from LSU, 
more of a left tackle, narrow base guy, not as 
powerful as you'd like for a right tackle.  Then 
some guys that I have in the fourth round but might 
go in the third round, Caleb Benenoch from UCLA.  
A guy on the rise, Alex Lewis from Nebraska.  He 
could very well be a third-round tackle, and I think 
they're probably the logical conversation. 
 
 Q.  I wanted to stick with the theme of 
offensive tackles.  Obviously, that's a big need 
for the Detroit Lions.  If they don't get one of 
the top three at number 16, how big is the 
talent gap to that next wave of offensive tackles 
that they would maybe look at in the second 
round?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  I actually think there is 
going to be a little bit of run of tackles right there 
where you're talking about.  If Stanley and Conklin 
are off the board, as they probably will be, Taylor's 
actually probably next.  I think he's going to go 
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right in that range.  Indianapolis is at 18, they could 
use a tackle.  Germain Ifedi from A&M who is both 
a tackle and a guard who is in the conversation in 
the first round.  
 Then in the second round I think the 
conversation starts with Jason Spriggs who could 
even go late one, but I've got him in two.  Le'Raven 
Clarke from Texas Tech who has the wing span of 
a Teradactyl, that is seven offensive tackles, and 
that's about average for the first two rounds of the 
NFL Draft, and I think they're the right guys. 
 
 Q.  You know the Philadelphia area 
pretty well having lived here.  With Carson 
Wentz, what makes you think that he'll be able 
to handle the pressure cooker that comes with 
being the franchise quarterback for the Eagles, 
and also the fact that the Eagles gave up so 
much to get him?  What do you think makes 
him the guy that can handle that or maybe 
makes him the guy that can't handle that?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  I do think he can handle 
it.  I've gotten to know this kid a little bit, more than 
I typically get to know a kid which makes me more 
confident in my quarterback evaluations.  So let's 
forget all the physical traits and go to the 
intangibles.  Talking about a mid-Western kid with 
mid-Western values and work ethic.  He's a 
Division I player that goes to the Senior Bowl, and 
he's not overwhelmed at all.  As a matter of fact, 
he's the best quarterback there by far.  Handled 
himself beautifully.  Every team I talked to at The 
Senior Bowl fell in love with this kid.  
 Now there is increased pressure in 
Indianapolis with the combine.  Again, handled it 
beautifully.  People come away buzzing about this 
Carson Wentz kid.  I go to his Pro Day in Fargo, 
North Dakota, I spend a day and a half, his 
teammates love him, his coaching staff loves him.  
He has more freedom at the line of scrimmage for 
a college quarterback than just about anybody I've 
seen since Andrew Luck.  He changes the plays.  
 He's never gotten a B in school.  He's 
intelligent.  He's got a great work ethic, he loves 
the game of football, and if you're talking about 
having a passion and being the face of a franchise, 
this is the kid.  And I do believe he'll handle 
Philadelphia because he'll work so hard and be so 
humble.  I think the blue collar Philly fans are going 
to love him. 
 
 Q.  Shaq Lawson is among the 
pass-rushers that could be announced from the 
line, there are 16.  But I've heard more mixed 

evaluations recently of him.  I'm just curious 
your thoughts on Shaq Lawson in terms of an 
edge rusher? 
 MIKE MAYOCK:  I'm sorry, you just 
wanted to know my view about Shaq Lawson?  
 
 Q.  Yeah, please, and whether he's a fit 
for the Lions?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Sure, Shaq Lawson to 
me is an explosive kid, and that's what I like most 
about him.  He's one of those tightly wound kids.  
You're talking about 6'2.5", about 270 pounds.  He 
ran 4.7, but more importantly, he can stack.  He's 
physical against the run, and he can get up field 
against the pass.  He can handle long left tackles.  
And that's kind of the knock on him, is he long 
enough to be a high-level pass-rusher in the NFL.  
 I think he's one of those guys kind of like a 
Brian Orakpo, for instance, potentially best case 
scenario, Tamba Hali.  That kind of height, width, 
speed ratio.  He's just got to get a little bit more 
sophisticated.  He's got to learn his craft a little bit 
more, and if he's a true professional, I think he's 
got a chance to be a high-level pass-rusher in the 
NFL.  Yes, I do think he fits into what the Lions 
want to do. 
 
 Q.  You're the Bears at No. 11 and 
looking to take a 3-4 defensive end.  Aside from 
DeForest Buckner, who is your pick and why?  
And is Sheldon Rankins in that discussion?  
Why or why not?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Depends how you want 
to play your defense.  If you want to sit there and 
two gap and not be a penetrating up the field team, 
then Jarran Reed and Nashawn Robinson are your 
guys.  Depending on what you do with your 
sub-package, and remember the NFL is in a 
sub-package now 60 to 70 p of the game.  So 
there is a premium on defensive tackles that can 
also rush the quarterback.  
 So if you want Sheldon Rankins on first 
down to lineup across from a tackle and two-gap, 
that's asking a lot of him.  However, if you're a 3-4 
defense that's slanting and moving and doing 
some different things and then goes with the 
four-down look on passing downs and the 
sub-package, and you kick them into defensive 
tackle, now you're talking.  Now you've got a guy 
that is doing exactly what you're looking for, getting 
up the field, and causing a problem in the pass 
game.  
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 The more traditional guys are the ones I 
mentioned in the first round, and potentially in the 
second round, Vernon Butler and Jihad Ward.  
Both of whom can play five technique on base and 
kick inside on the sub-package. 
 
 Q.  I wanted to ask you about Niners 
quarterback situation, obviously, and Chip 
Kelly.  He had said that his ideal quarterback is 
a great decision maker that's going to protect 
the ball.  What would you do to solve their 
quarterback quandary and which quarterback 
in this draft might be able to solve that in the 
first two rounds?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Well, start with the fact 
that one of the few things that San Francisco did 
well last year, especially with the quarterback play 
is their quarterback's actually took care of the 
football.  
 San Francisco is number four in the league 
in giveaways.  They only gave it away 17 times.  
Gabbert had 8, Kaepernick had 6.  14 turnovers by 
your quarterback is amongst the best in the league 
so I'm by no means banging the table for either of 
them.  I'm just saying they took care of the football 
last year, which as you said, is one of Chip Kelly's 
things.  
 So I'm not in that building.  I don't know 
how they feel about either of their quarterbacks, 
Gabbert or Kaepernick.  To me, that's decision 
number one as an organization.  What are we 
doing at quarterback?  Obviously, if you're willing 
to trade the guy, you probably aren't 100% 
committed to him, unless you just think he wants to 
get out of the building.  
 So I'm not sure what they're doing with the 
veteran quarterback situations.  I think number 7 is 
probably too rich to be thinking about Paxton 
Lynch.  I do like Paxton Lynch in his offense 
though.  I mean, Paxton Lynch is a guy that's a 
year away from playing, but he's 6'7", and he's big 
and athletic.  So he could be a fit.  
 I'm not sure they're going to have an ability 
to trade down, and I don't think he'll be there in the 
second round.  Then you start going down the list, 
who else would fit?  Brandon Allen from Arkansas 
would be available in the fourth or fifth round.  He's 
a guy that is athletic, tough, quick decision maker, 
gets the ball out.  
 The wildcards are Cardale Jones and 
Christian Hackenberg, both of whom are big, 
strong guys, athletic, especially Jones, but their 
tape isn't great.  San Francisco's going to have to 

make some decisions and it starts internally with 
the two quarterbacks on the roster. 
 
 Q.  Panthers draft changed a lot this 
week, especially with the Norman news.  
Wondering in your mind at 30, is the value pick 
there at corner, edge rusher, or potentially 
would there be an offensive tackle where 
they're still down there at 30?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  It's a good question.  It 
all depends how the draft falls to him at 30.  I think 
that Dave Gettleman is a patient man, and I think 
he's good at what he does.  My gut tells me that 
the top four corners are going to be gone.  
Ramsey, Hargreaves, William Jackson and Eli 
Apple.  
 Now, Artie Burns is an interesting 
conversation for Miami because he's long and he's 
gifted.  His play is highly inconsistent.  He's only a 
third-year junior.  Most people have him in the 
middle of the second round, but his physical traits 
lend him toward a first round player.  Mackensie 
Alexander I have at the top of two.  
 Cyrus Jones is a good player.  My point is I 
don't think Gettleman would worry about dropping 
down to the second and third round to get a 
corner.  The edge is even merkyer.  Bolsa will be 
gone, Floyd will be gone, Lawson will be gone.  I 
think the guys you could be talking about are Kevin 
Dodd, Emmanuel Ogbah, who is intriguing and fits 
what they do, as does Dodd.  
 I think during the conversation, I would 
imagine, at offensive tackle if Germain Ifedi and 
Jason Spriggs, either one of those two Spriggs or 
Ifedi, I think they'd have to be in the conversation 
also.  It's just a matter of how the board falls to 
them at that point. 
 
 Q.  I wanted to ask you about inside 
linebackers.  How has the role of the inside 
linebacker changed in modern day NFL?  I 
wanted to know also how two Pac-12 inside 
linebackers, Blake Martinez and Scooby Wright 
possibly fit into that template? 
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Sure.  The NFL has 
been evolving the last four or five years more 
closely paralleling the development of college 
football.  There's been a blurring between, say, the 
safety position and the outside linebacker.  They're 
almost becoming often the same kind of guy, fitting 
the same type of role.  Then the inside linebacker, 
talk about an off the line, inside linebacker typically 
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playing one or two downs.  So the role has been 
diminished.  Unless you've got a guy like Luke 
Kuechly.  If you've got Luke Kuechly and Thomas 
Davis, now you've got a different conversation, but 
because of nickel and dime packages, the role of 
the inside linebacker has evolved.  
 So in a lot of cases, unless the guy can 
play on third down, his value has moved down.  
Scooby Wright to me, I love watching his tape.  He 
flies around.  They line him up all over.  He lines up 
on the edge.  He can sack the quarterbacks.  
Tackle to tackle, he's awesome.  I think once you 
get beyond that range, teams are worried about his 
range and his ability to make plays.  Because of 
that, I don't think he's going to go until the fifth or 
sixth round.  
 Martinez is highly respected.  He's quicker.  
Probably could get involved in the pass game.  Will 
be a core special teams player.  I think he'll 
probably go in the fourth round, probably in the 
fourth round, worst case, the fifth. 
 
 Q.  I was wondering what the Cowboys 
will do at four in the second round and what do 
you think they should do and whether or not 
those things align?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  You're saying four?  
You're not asking me about four in the first round?  
 
 Q.  No, the fourth overall pick, and their 
second pick, and their first pick in the second 
round.  What do you think they're going to do, 
and what do you think they should do, and if 
those things all align?  You know that team as 
well as anybody in their draft history.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, I kind of feel like 
their draft versatility has been hurt a little bit by the 
off the field actions of their players.  Obviously, 
Greg Hardy was a train wreck, no longer there.  
Randy Gregory's got a four-game suspension.  We 
just heard recently, Demarcus Lawrence, 
four-game suspension.  I don't know who they 
lineup week one at that position.  
 I don't think Jalen Ramsey's going to -- it's 
going to go quarterback, quarterback, and then 
San Diego.  If San Diego takes Jalen Ramsey, I 
almost feel like Dallas has to stay with Joey Bosa.  
It might not be as sexy, but he's a heck of a 
football player.  Marinelli is a heck of a coach, and 
that kid will lineup day one, give you a great effort 
and be a good football player.  
 I almost think they have to have somebody 
that's accountable and ready to play day one, 
because I don't know how they lineup without him.  

Which then takes you to pick number 34 in the 
second round.  And if they have taken care of that 
edge need, then where do they go?  I've been 
saying all along, Tony Romo is 36 years old and 
coming off a collarbone, and you've got to be 
looking a little bit to the next guy.  I don't know if it's 
in the second round of this draft.  
 I think Paxton Lynch will be gone.  I doubt 
they would take a Connor Cook at this point.  So I 
think they're looking at their boards and saying, 
okay, and by the way, the other thing I didn't 
mention at four, because I got going on the edge, I 
think Ezekiel Elliott would have to be in the 
conversation at four.  But, again, I think they've 
been boxed in because of what's happened to their 
roster on the defensive side.  
 In the second round, I think they come 
back out, and if it's me, I'm looking at who is the 
best player on the boards between the corners and 
the wideouts. 
 
 Q.  I wanted to ask you a few questions 
of the Titans-Rams trade from a Tennessee 
perspective, and also maybe who was in play 
to be a contender at number 15?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, I kind of felt like it 
was a win-win trade.  And making the move to go 
up and get their guy at number one.  And I don't 
even care if they swing and miss.  You're taking a 
swing and I respect that.  
 From the Tennessee perspective, they 
already have their guy at quarterback.  I think that's 
the important distinction.  Now you've got to build 
around him.  From Tennessee, you've got six of 
the first 76 picks plus next year.  So what a 
wonderful opportunity to spark a seed of the roster 
around your franchise quarterback.  
 If they want to go up, for instance, I think 
both Ronnie Stanley and Tunsi are high-level, left 
tackles.  Both those guys could slide down a little 
bit into that five, six, seven, eight area, either two 
of them or one of them.  Does Tennessee want to 
go up and get a left tackle so they can kick their left 
tackle over to the right side to help protect the 
quarterback?  
 I think that is an obvious situation.  And if 
they sit there, can they get the number three tackle 
sitting on the boards, Zach Conklin at 15?  I think 
they need to add a five technique that has some 
pass-rush ability.  We talk about how deep this 
draft is, I think they could roll into the second or 
third round and get that five technique.  
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 I think they have to pay particular attention 
to the edge rushers in this draft.  They've got two 
solid guys coming off the edge.  They have Orakpo 
coming off one side, Morgan the other.  But I think 
they need a young fast edge rusher, and if they 
looked at 15, it wouldn't surprise me.  
 But in the second round, Kamalei Correa 
from Boise, is Noah Spence still available, Shilique 
Calhoun, they all fit what Tennessee does.  Again, 
I'm a big believer in this trade from both sides, but I 
think Tennessee has a wonderful opportunity. 
 
 Q.  You guys get to develop 
impressions of the way teams like to go at 
players and the kind of players they like.  After 
going into his fifth draft and what he's doing in 
free agency this year, what kind of profile does 
Reggie McKenzie have, do you think?  What's 
he like?  What kind of players is he looking at?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  I think Reggie's an 
interesting conversation, and I was looking at his 
draft the other day.  His first two drafts I thought 
were somewhat suspect.  If you go back to his 
2012 draft, I'm not even sure there is a guy on the 
team left from 2012.  2013 was the Latavius 
Murray draft, D.J. Hayden hasn't played well.  
Menelik Watson's been hurt.  
 So the first two drafts I thought were 
suspect.  I thought the last two have been 
outstanding.  The core of their team with 2014 with 
Mack, and Carr, Jackson, Ellis, they hit their first 
four.  I mean, that was fantastic.  I mean, you come 
into last year and they've got more play makers.  
Cooper on the outside, Mario Edwards, the guy 
that can rush the tight end for Miami.  Watford, I 
think.  He's a play maker.  
 So he also I thought missed a little bit in 
free agency early on.  He tried to sign some older 
guys who were no longer with the roster.  Now he 
signs a 26, almost 27-year-old Kelechi Osemele, 
Bruce Irvin, young, edge rusher.  29-year-old Sean 
Smith.  
 So I look at Reggie McKenzie and say I 
see a guy growing into a really high-level general 
manager, and you can see it in his drafts and you 
can see it in free agency. 
 
 Q.  What makes most sense for you at 
13?  Could you justify taking William Jackson 
or Eli Apple at that spot?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  I would guess that if that 
running back slid through, Miami would be a site at 
13.  From my perspective, he could go as early as 
4.  He could go 10 to the Giants, 11 to Chicago.  

But Ezekiel Elliott got to 13, I think they'd have to 
be excited about that.  
 And as far as those two corners, they're 
both a little bit raw for different reasons, but I think I 
know what they want down there.  They want long, 
pressed corners for Vance Joseph.  Both of them 
can do that.  I think William Jackson has better ball 
skills than Eli Apple.  I think Eli Apple tackles a little 
bit better.  
 So is it too early to take either of them?  
Not really.  There are going to be runs on corners 
in a little while.  So if they believe that either one of 
those guys could step in day one and compete, 
either one of them would be really solid picks, I 
believe. 
 
 Q.  Two things, can you just sort of give 
me your capsule on Jack Conklin as a 
prospect?  You mentioned Shaq Lawson 
earlier, how does he compare to Dodd, those 
two Clemson ends, which one do you like 
better?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Sure.  Jack Conklin is 
one of my favorite guys in the draft.  He was a 
walk-on at Michigan State, as you know.  Got a 
little edge to his game.  I'll tell you who he reminds 
me of from a body type and demeanor, he reminds 
me of Kyle Long, and that's a compliment.  
 Now I don't think he's got Kyle's feet, but 
very few people do.  So I think Conklin is a guy 
that's gotten bigger and stronger and he's got a 
work ethic.  He's a blue-collar guy that I think fits in 
on the right side day one as a starter.  He's a good 
run game guy that can develop into a good pass 
protection.  I think down the road I think he could 
be a starting left tackle.  
 Now as far as those two Clemson kids, I'm 
more on the Shaq Lawson side, and there are 
different types of ends.  Lawson could play in the 
3-4.  As a matter of fact, he fits the 3-4, even 
though he could play in a 4-3.  
 Dodd is more of a traditional left defensive 
end that lines up in the same spot every snap and 
plays against the right offensive tackle.  He's 
longer, not as explosive.  One-year wonder, and I 
don't mean that negatively.  He had one great 
year, but from my perspective if I had to bet on the 
kid, I would bet on the Lawson kid.  The guy that is 
similar to Dodd that you can get later in the draft is 
Carl Nassib from Penn State, 6'7", 275, one-year 
wonder also.  But I think he's got similar upside, 
and I think you can get him later. 
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 Q.  Regarding Carson Wentz, at what 
point did he become a player on your radar?  
At what point did you think he was a candidate 
for a top one, top two pick?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  He got on my radar back 
in October-November when I was going through 
my list and watching tape of the top players in each 
position.  I had never even heard of him.  He was 
just a name on my quarterback list.  The first guy I 
looked at was Goff.  When I got done four games 
of Goff, I thought this is going to be my first guy.  
This is going to be my top quarterback.  I liked 
everything about Jared Goff.  I thought he was a 
Top 10 pick in just about any draft.  
 A week later I put in the first tape of 
Carson Wentz and it was against Northern Iowa, 
and I remember it like it was yesterday.  I was like, 
holy crap, that is a great tape.  I hope the next one 
is as good.  The next one was as good as was the 
next one.  
 So right away I knew we had a first-round 
quarterback on our hands, and you needed to 
figure the kid out.  The senior quarterback, best 
quarterback back there, combine outstanding.  The 
Pro Day really sold me on the kid because of the 
way he was with his coaches and teammates, the 
respect he earned.  The intelligence of the kids, 
the intangibles that help make it.  
 So he's always been my number one 
quarterback since back in the fall.  He's crossed off 
every check mark since.  I took a lot of abuse a 
month or two ago for saying that I thought Wentz 
and Goff were every bit in the conversation with 
last year's Mariota and Winston.  And I still believe 
it, and apparently two other NFL teams do, if 
they're willing to give up that kind of fire power to 
move up and get those guys. 
 
 Q.  Just the Packers seem to have 
enough needs along that front seven that it 
could be just the best front seven player 
available for them at 27.  Wondering how you 
could see that shaking out for them at the end 
of the first round?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, as I've been 
saying all along, if you think you want a defensive 
tackle, defensive end type, a five technique, you 
can wait till the second or even third round 
because if you decide you're going to take 
A'Shawn Robinson or Jarran Reed at 27, you 
could problem down to the second round at 57, 
and probably take a Chris Jones or Jihad Ward.  
I'm bullish on that class, obviously.  

 Now as far as front seven personnel, could 
a Reggie Ragland slide to them?  He could.  
Reggie Ragland could slide to 27, and I think he'd 
be an intriguing pick because you'd get a heck of a 
player inside, and obviously like Clay Matthews, 
get back outside.  
 So from my perspective, you also might be 
looking at some edge guys that fit into what they 
do.  And if they wanted to try to augment the edge, 
and I'm talking about an Emanuel Ogbah, and 
Kameli Correa, both of whom who could be sitting 
there 27th and fit what the Packers do. 
 
 Q.  I hate to belabor one more Carson 
Wentz question, but Sam Bradford, is Wentz a 
better prospect than Bradford was six years 
ago in your eyes?  Is he different at all?  Is he 
similar?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Here's the situation, 
when Bradford came out, there was a similar buzz.  
Coming out of Oklahoma, great Pro Day, blah, 
blah, blah, one of the more accurate college 
quarterbacks I've seen.  The issue was then and 
still now, very slight frame and injury prone.  That 
was kind of the caveat that came with all the 
glowing reports.  
 Six years later, that's still been his Achilles 
heel, because when he's healthy for long periods 
of time, he can get pretty good.  He still has a good 
arm.  He still throws the ball with accuracy.  
 So I look at Carson Wentz, and I see a big, 
thick, athletic kid with an elite arm, all the 
intelligence in the world.  If you're going to ask me 
for one negative, I would say, because he only has 
23 starts, and I don't care about Division I, AA, but 
because he's only had 23 starts, that's less than 
half as many throws as Jared Goff.  Less than half 
as many throws as Connor Cook.  So he doesn't 
have as many reps.  He needs to get the football.  
He needs to process information more quickly, and 
he needs to get the ball out more quickly.  But 
that's part of the normal developmental pattern of 
just about any college quarterback, and I think he 
has the intelligence and work ethic to get that 
done.  
 So if you ask me today who I'm more 
excited about as a first round quarterback, it would 
be Carson Wentz over Bradford from back in the 
day. 
 
 Q.  I just wanted to ask you about a 
couple Baylor guys, Cory Coleman and Andrew 
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Billings, what is your opinion of them and 
where do you think they'll go?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, I think Cole is 
going to fit right in in that murderer's row of wide 
receiver needs in the early 20.  Houston at 22, 
Minnesota at 23, Cincinnati 24.  He'll make sense 
in there, I believe.  He's explosive with the ball in 
his hands.  Reminds people, a little bit of a Percy 
Harvin.  Baylor manufactured touches to him, out 
of the backfield, in the slot, tunnel screens, jet 
sweep.  He doesn't run much of a route three, 
which means there's going to be a learning curve 
for him.  
 But at the end of the day, he's so 
explosive, I think he's going to be a late first-round 
pick.  Billings is as good a run defender as there is 
in this draft amongst all the defensive tackles, and 
the two Alabama kids are outstanding with that.  
Billings is outstanding.  He needs to get a little bit 
better at rushing the quarterback because it's a 
pass-first league.  And if you're only playing 30 or 
40% of the snaps, your value goes down a little bit.  
 So for Billings, you could place a 
first-round talent on him or first-round grade on 
him, but he's either going to go late one to mid 
two?  And if he goes in the second, it's going to be 
just because teams are worried about how many 
snaps he's going to get the first couple years in his 
career. 
 
 Q.  I have a question about a couple of 
the Iowa guys, Austin Blythe at center, Henry 
Krieger Coble at tight end, and Drew Ott who 
was kicked to the curb by the NCAA last week.  
Are they draftable guys, and if so, where do 
you think they end up?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, I like Blythe a lot.  
It happens to be a very deep center class.  I think I 
have him stacked -- where did I have him?  I've got 
him kind of in the middle of my sixth round stack, I 
believe.  That doesn't mean I don't like him.  I like 
him a lot.  There are just a lot of centers out there.  
 But I do believe he's draftable and he'll 
play a lot of years.  The tight end, Krieger Coble, I 
still don't know why he wasn't invited to the 
combine.  Had a really good solid Senior Bowl 
week.  I think he's probably a fifth or sixth round 
tight end.  The tight end position is kind of pick 
your flavor.  I think he can play in-line, but they'd 
like him to be bigger.  He could be a move guy or a 
fullback depending on the offense.  
 And Drew Ott, you know, the question of 
the sixth year and the medical and everything, I 

think he's late draftable, and I think he's been hurt 
a little bit regarding the uncertainty of his status. 
 
 Q.  Georgia produces a lot of NFL talent 
in Mark Richt's 15 seasons.  I know you 
attended a couple Pro Days at least.  What 
reputation do you think Georgia had in terms of 
the type of players prepared for the next level.  
And with Kirby Smart coming in from Alabama, 
what might change in keeping a pro-style 
offense?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, over the years 
Georgia was known for elite athletes.  And that's 
pretty much every position.  I can remember going 
to the wide receivers Pro Day at Georgia when he 
didn't have a quarterback that could throw in the 
whole league, I believe.  Oh, my goodness, is that 
funny.  
 But anyway, you look at their team this 
year, and you see Leonard Floyd, you see a 
Jenkins, they always have guys that are just highly, 
highly athletic.  I think because you'll see with Kirby 
Smart, I would imagine it's a little bit more of the 
Saban influence, more than any other school in the 
country they're physically intense, physically tough, 
premium at competing at practice every day.  And I 
think you'll see a little more of that at Georgia.  
Regardless, the talent is always outstanding there, 
and I don't think that's going to change. 
 
 Q.  There is a lot of increased scrutiny 
around Trent Baalke and this draft for him in 
his tenure as the GM.  In your estimation is that 
criticism warranted, and is there any common 
thread when you look at some of his draft 
misses?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  When you look at his 
draft misses?  Is that what you said?  
 
 Q.  Yes, correct.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  That's an interesting 
question.  I always thought Trent was a good 
evaluator of talent.  When you looked at their 
Super Bowl teams which Trent was obviously a 
part of those evaluation processes, they were 
always big, physical, offensive and defensive 
linemen with a premium put on toughness.  They 
wanted to run the football, play great defense.  
Their inside linebackers are kind of an inside-out 
theme.  
 I think from Trent's perspective, you know, 
you look at Trent Brown, for instance, who is a 
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seventh round pick last year, and I think he played 
the last three games of the year.  I watched him on 
tape.  I was like, well, that kid's got a chance, and 
he was a 7th round pick.  You kind of look at 
(Indiscernible), again, a big, strong, physical safety 
that can run.  Armstead needs to step it up a little 
bit, but he's a big, strong, physical five technique.  
Eli Harold and Blake Bell, again, I think the 
common denominator is a little bit like boy -- why 
am I drawing a blank on the Washington 
Redskins?  Scott McLellan who was obviously a 
part of it all.  They want, big, physical, fast players, 
and I think that's the common denominator with 
Trent. 
 
 Q.  Not knowing how the boards going 
to fall, but with the Colts at 18, do you envision 
more value as an offensive tackle that they 
need or a pass-rusher, which, again, they 
need?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, there is no doubt.  
As a matter of fact, they're the top of my two team 
needs.  If they're sitting at 18, I don't think Jack 
Conklin's going to be there.  Ryan Kelly, the center 
from Alabama could be.  Ryan Kelly's a top-tier, 
offensive lineman in this draft.  He could play 
center or guard, but he's the top center in this draft.  
So I think Ryan Kelly could be an interesting guy at 
18.  
 As far as the edge rushers go, that's one 
of the big debates I've been talking to is what order 
these edge rushers go in and what fits your 
defense the best?  So when you look at what Indy 
does, who are these outside linebackers?  Trent 
Cole is 33, Matthews, I think, is 35.  Shaq Lawson 
would make sense to them.  Leonard Floyd would 
make sense for them.  Don't know if either of them 
would be there or how they're grading those 
players, but both of those make sense.  
 Ogbah could make sense.  They're 48 in 
the second round.  If a Correa from Boise was 
there in the second round, that would make sense. 
 
 Q.  Would Taylor Decker make sense at 
18?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Taylor Decker?  
 
 Q.  Yeah.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, yeah, Taylor 
Decker's probably going to end up going -- you 
look at Detroit at 16 and you guys at 18.  I think 
there is a pretty good chance that a couple tackles 
will go in that range, yes, and Taylor Decker would 
make some sense. 

 
 Q.  You just detailed an awful lot of the 
offensive linemen.  But the Seahawks at 26 who 
you thought might realistically be there, and if 
there was someone you thought would be a 
particularly good fit for them?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  They don't tend to want 
to give Tom Cable a whole lot of help though do 
they? 
 
 Q.  Yeah, no.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  The last four years 
they've drafted nine offensive linemen.  The 
highest has been Britt, and he was the only guy 
they took the second day in the second round pick.  
So they tend to drop down into the later rounds 
and trust that Tom Cable's going to develop them.  
 Now, if they're going to tell me they're 
going to take a lineman at 25, again, one of the 
guys I would highlight is that center, and I know 
Patrick Lewis played fairly well last year, but the 
center from Alabama, Ryan Kelly's outstanding, 
and he can play either guard spot.  If you're only 
talking about tackles, Gilliam's going at left tackle, 
and probably, I don't know if Jamarcus Webb is 
going to play guard or tackle.  But the best lineman 
available at that point I think is going to be Ryan 
Kelly and at that point you're going to be down to 
Germain Ifedi from Texas Tech and he could be a 
combination guard or tackle. 
 
 Q.  Wanted to get your thoughts on the 
two Alabama running backs, Derrick Henry and 
Kenny Drake, just where you see them 
projecting as we get close to the draft and what 
would be a good team fit for either one of them.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Completely different 
philosophy on those two kids.  Obviously, Derrick 
Henry I think will go somewhere in the second 
round, worst case, early third.  At 247 pounds, he's 
a downhill guy.  He needs a little bit of room to 
make his cuts, and you have to commit 
philosophically. 
 If you're going to draft him in the second 
round, you've got to kind of commit that you're 
going to be a run team and get him 20 touches a 
game coming downhill, wear teams out, and win in 
the fourth quarter.  I mean, that's who this kid is.  
They'll get better as the game goes on.  If you're 
going to give them ten touches, it doesn't make 
any sense. 
 Now the other kid I think is intriguing.  You 
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look at him, and he's got value as a third-down, 
change of pace back.  He's got value in the kick 
return game.  Even has value in the coverage 
game as a gunner. 
 So if I'm a GM, which I'm obviously not, 
and I'm not qualified, but I'm more intrigued with 
Drake than I am with Henry, because he can do 
more jobs. 
 
 Q.  Just wondering with Riley Rieff 
going into his last year, where the Lions are 
picking at 16 or even later in the draft, will they 
be able to find someone who could become a 
better option at left tackle long-term in Rees?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  If you're talking about at 
16, I think your best hope is if Conklin's available.  I 
don't think Conklin's going to be there and if he's 
not there, you're staring at either Taylor Decker or 
Germain Ifedi in the face, and you've got to decide 
if either of those guys are upgrades. 
 As you mentioned, Riley Rieff is in the last 
year of his contract, and I'm not sure whether it has 
to be a first-round pick for Detroit, and I keep 
talking about that center.  Again, Travis Swanson 
was a third-round pick, I believe.  
 But if Conklin was there, I'd sprint to the 
podium.  Then I think Decker and Ifedi are in play, 
and I think Decker could help also. 
 
 Q.  My Question is a little more general.  
It seems like certain teams have a little more 
success in the very later rounds, the five, six, 
seven, and undrafted free agents.  Is there any 
common thread or key to having success when 
you're drafting that late?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Do you have any specific 
teams you're intrigued by?  
 
 Q.  Like The Seahawks, the Patriots, 
Antonio Brown went very late for the Steelers.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  I think if you look at the 
successful teams and the reason I asked you the 
question is because you look at the answers you 
gave me, Pittsburgh, Seattle, teams that have 
been to multiple Super Bowls.  And there is a 
reason they go to multiple Super Bowls and it 
starts with consistency at the top.  Whether it's 
Kevin Colbert in Pittsburgh or John Schneider and 
Pete Carroll or Bill Belichick, whatever it is, there is 
a level of consistency from year to year and from 
draft to draft.  
 They know it.  Here's the whole case.  
They know what they're looking for.  They know 
what a Pittsburgh Steeler looks like and smells like, 

a Seattle Seahawk, what he looks like and smells 
like.  There's no question.  The coaches know what 
they want.  The scouts go find it for them.  It's the 
same from year to year, and they just keep building 
on that principle.  
 So I think those teams, the winning teams, 
and we could go into other teams too, the Green 
Bay Packers, there is this consistency.  Look at the 
Packers offensive line.  I think they have four fourth 
round picks and a fifth round pick.  They know 
what they're looking for.  It's translated successfully 
to their personnel staff and the scouts go out and 
find it, and they're all on the same page.  
 That goes the same thing with free agents 
because they're out there recruiting them.  They're 
telling them they love them.  They're telling them 
you're going to be part of our team, and again, they 
give them legitimate chances to make their team.  
 So I don't think it's throwing darts at a dart 
board.  I think it's consistency of message and then 
following through on it with a lot of sweat and work. 
 
 Q.  You talked earlier about the 
defensive linemen dropping and just because 
of needs.  Denver is sitting there at 31.  Who 
could be guys that you see that are probably 
ranked higher that could be there for them at 
31?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Well, I mean, you're 
talking about their five technique, obviously they 
lost Malik Jackson who was developed from I 
believe a fifth rounder into one of the best interior 
players in the league.  They resigned Derek Wolfe, 
and if you're looking at that position, I think late in 
the first round, Jarran Reed from Alabama, 
potentially, if he's there.  Vernon Butler from 
Louisiana Tech is really intriguing.  He's about 
6'5.5", 310, has some pass rush ability.  
 Jihad Ward is a guy with incredible upside 
but very raw.  I think he's probably going to go at 
the top of the second round, but that's what we're 
talking about right now, Late one, early two.  I think 
Denver's potential ability to trade back if there is a 
quarterback, and they don't need him, but it's also 
a big deal.  I think they'd love, if they don't have a 
quarterback need, I think they'd love to move back 
and try to pick up some extra picks. 
 
 Q.  I'm out here in Western, 
North Dakota so you can problem imagine that 
Carson Wentz is the big story.  I've been 
following your analysis since the beginning.  
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With everything that goes into Wentz' story, 
have you ever seen another draft story similar 
to this in all your years?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Wow, that's a pretty 
dramatic question, man.  I mean, Joe Flacco's a 
pretty good story.  Goes to Pittsburgh, gets beaten 
out by a coach's son by the name of Tyler Palko, 
goes to Delaware, has to sit out a year, Started a 
very similar number of games.  I started 26 games 
where Wentz will be 23.  I believe Delaware won a 
National Championship while he was there.  And 
while it was only one, not five in a row like you 
guys, it was still pretty impressive, and he went in 
the top 20.  I forget what number he went.  
 While that story is not quite as dramatic as 
Carson Wentz, it's similar, but the Carson Wentz 
thing, especially when he got hurt this year and 
missed those six or seven games in the middle to 
late season, I think that added some drama to it.  If 
he had built some more momentum throughout the 
year, maybe it wouldn't have come as much of a 
surprise to people.  But I think more than anything, 
what I'm impressed about is the way the kids 
handled everything off the field.  It hasn't affected 
anything on the field.  
 The momentum continues to build.  Every 
team I've talked to has been highly impressed.  I've 
been highly impressed, and if he keeps those 
good, mid-Western values, the kid's going to be a 
Folk hero no matter where he goes. 
 
 Q.  I just wanted to ask you sort of 
about the depths of the draft in general, 
obviously the Patriots don't pick until number 
60.  I'm sure they'd like to have a first round 
pick but is there any silver lining this year in 
not having one, because the depth is such 
because the difference between number 30 and 
number 60 may not be all that large, and as sort 
of a quick follow-up, for somebody who has 
watched this coaching staff and front office 
operate for a long time, is there a name or two 
that might be available at 60 that as you said 
might look and smell like a Patriots type of 
player?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Well you make a good 
point, because probably from 20 to 60 there are 
similar-type players.  They're picking back-to-back 
at 60 and 61, and then 91 and 96 most personnel 
guys will tell you they love that kind of draft where 
you get two twos and two threes and there is a 
hole at the top, but nothing you can do about that.  
 So you've got to hit on three out of four or 
all four of those guys.  That's really, really 

important.  I've been talking about the defensive 
tackles since we got on the phone.  So you can bet 
your butt it's 60 or 61, and obviously Malcolm 
Brown played well.  They signed Knighton, but 
there's got to be some defensive tackles, I would 
imagine, that are sitting there that look and smell 
like New England Patriots.  
 I'm not sure if they're looking for the three 
technique quick guy like a Javon Hargrave from 
South Carolina State or Adolphus Washington or 
even a Sheldon Day who is more of a nickel 
pass-rusher as a three-technique.  
 My point is that they've got Malcolm Brown 
and Terrance Knighton that are big, strong, tough 
defensive tackles.  They probably would like a 
three technique type of guy that can get up the 
field and be really quick in the sub-package, and I 
think one of those type of guys will definitely be 
there.  
 I think the running back position could be 
interesting.  The Devontae Booker, Kenneth Dixon 
from LA Tech, Howard from Indiana, C.J. Prosise.  
I think the running back position could be very 
interesting there, and I'm not sure if they're going 
to be -- the offensive line thing is interesting.  
 Balmer's 32 years old, had a bunch of 
injuries the last couple years.  You start getting 
down into the bottom of the second round, and if 
you like the kid Vaitai from TCU, and Shon 
Coleman, Gerald Hawkins, Le'Raven Clarke, there 
are a bunch of names that could make sense for 
New England. 
 Q.  Two questions on Canadian kids.  
First, why Tevaun Smith of Iowa doesn't rate 
higher on the wide receiver list, and then with 
the three defensive linemen, where or whether 
they might be drafted, Onyemata from 
Manitoba, Abdesmad from BC, and Trent 
Corney from Virginia.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  What was the second 
one?  
 
 Q.  Abdesmad from BC, Boston 
College.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, the Iowa wide 
receiver has gotten priority free agent grades, has 
not gotten draftable grades.  The Onyemata kid 
has sparked the most interest of all four of those 
guys.  I followed him around at the East-West 
game for two days.  He looks the part.  He's a big, 
good-looking kid.  He moves well.  He has no idea 
what he's doing, but in the one week of the 
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East-West game, he improved immeasurably, 
which gives coaches hope that he could translate 
that at the next level.  
 I think Onyemata is a guy that I've got him 
stacked in my fifth round, and the problem is you 
probably can't draft him and put him on the 
practice squad because somebody is going to 
poach him.  If you draft Onyemata you're probably 
going to have to keep him on your 53, but will he 
be ready to contribute is the thing. 
 The BC kid is a long kid.  He's got some 
upside.  If he gets drafted, it's going to be late.  I 
think he's more of a priority free agent, but he's 
certainly on the radar, and he just needs to get 
stronger and a little bit more powerful, and I have 
not studied the kid from UVA.  He's on my board 
but I have not studied him, and if I haven't seen 
tape, I can't talk about him.  
 
 Q.  I wanted to get your breakdown on 
Jalen Ramsey, and if he's there for the 
Cowboys at 4 is it a no-brainer to take him, and 
with Joey Bosa, you mentioned him earlier for 
the Cowboys, you don't have any concerns 
with him off the field with him missing that first 
game for Ohio State? 
 MIKE MAYOCK:  I don't have concerns 
with him off the field what?  
 
 Q.  I wanted to see if you didn't have 
any concerns about Joey Bosa off the field with 
obviously he was suspended the first game of 
the season for Ohio State.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yep, no, I think it's a fair 
point to bring up.  We went through that whole 
thing earlier about the two four-game suspensions, 
and you might be worried about bringing a kid in 
that has had some off-the-field incidents.  I agree 
with that.  That's something that's got to be -- that 
Dallas has to look at. 
 I think the flipside of that is that if you can 
get comfortable with whatever it was off the field, 
his effort on the field is unbelievable.  It's not like 
you're looking at Nkemdiche from Ole Miss that 
has both off-the-field and on-the-field 
inconsistencies.  Bosa is going to show up every 
week with an attitude, and I think that team needs 
that. 
 You're right.  You have to kind of get over 
that whole thing.  I agree with that.  
 And then what was the other part of that 
question?  
 

 Q.  Just your thoughts on Jalen 
Ramsey.  If he's there at 4, is it a no-brainer 
that they have to take him?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  I think if he's there, and I 
think it's a big question whether or not he's going to 
be there, I really think San Diego is going to take 
him at 3, but if he's there, I think his athleticism and 
upside and the fact that he's clean off the field is 
going to trump Joey Bosa, and he can play corner, 
he can play safety.  It makes things easier with 
making decisions with Byron Jones, last year's 
first-round pick.  Yeah, I think they have to pull the 
trigger if he's there.  
 
 Q.  I wanted to ask you about a couple 
of Auburn guys.  You touched on Shon 
Coleman, the cornerback Jonathan Jones, and 
anybody else you feel from Auburn might be 
drafted, whether it's Avery Young or Ricardo 
Louis?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, Ricardo Louis, 
he's got a lot of drops.  People like his speed and 
whatever, but the hands are the question.  Barber I 
think has got some interest.  I could see him going 
in around the fifth-round range.  He does 
everything pretty well, and I think he's got enough 
size-speed combination to entice teams. 
 The guy that hasn't gotten as much 
attention as I think he deserves is the corner 
Jones, and it's mostly because he's 5'9".  He runs 
a 4.4, he's got quick twist, he's got really good feet.  
He's got coverage skills.  Teams are scared to 
death of his height.  I think he's probably going to 
go in the fourth or fifth round, but I think he's a kid 
that's got a little juice to him.  
 
 Q.  You mentioned the Chargers and 
Ramsey.  Why do you think that's a good fit, 
and are there others in that mix that you also 
think would be a good fit?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, there's been some 
Ronnie Stanley momentum amongst the top-10 
teams as far as even over Laremy Tunsil.  I think 
the conversation is that Tunsil might be a little bit 
more -- might be a better athlete today, but Stanley 
is a better run blocker, and his feet are really close.  
So my point is as an evaluation, they're very, very 
close, and Stanley has got no off-the-field issues.  
 There are some teams that like Stanley, so 
my point is in San Diego, I think there's got to be a 
conversation going on that's should we take either 
Tunsil or Stanley, and does that trump Jalen 
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Ramsey.  Obviously you guys lost Weddle.  
There's some concerns at the back end, whether 
it's Brandon Flowers turning 30, Casey Hayward 
being your nickel, Jason Verrett, who I really like, 
but being a short corner, you look at this kid 
Ramsey, he can play any of the positions, inside, 
outside or nickel, and hopefully do it at a high level 
day one.  
 So I think that's the conversation; who can 
make the bigger impact.  I think if you're Philip 
Rivers, you're hoping and praying for one of those 
tackles, though.  
 
 Q.  I'm just wondering what you think 
the Jets should be doing in the first round with 
that 20th overall pick.  You've got Fitzpatrick's 
situation with free agency up in the air.  There's 
also a few other positions of need for them.  
Just wondering what you think they'll go after.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, it's interesting 
because I think even if they sign Fitzpatrick, I don't 
know how long a term they'd be talking about.  
He's 34 years old.  Is he the long-term answer for 
Maccagnan and Bowles?  So I think they've got to 
be evaluating the heck out of Paxton Lynch, and I 
think Paxton Lynch makes a ton of sense there, 
especially if they had a veteran quarterback he 
could sit behind for one year.  So I think Paxton 
Lynch has to be the first consideration; are we 
going to try to be in the ballpark or in the game for 
that kid.  That's to me first and foremost.  After that 
you start to look around at 20 and say, okay, is our 
edge linebacker need going to -- are we going to 
get a better player at edge linebacker or an 
offensive lineman.  Clady has had a history of 
injury; Mangold is 32; Giacomini is 31.  That 
offensive line needs some attention.  
 I think when you get to 20, you're looking 
at your board, and you're going, okay, what do I 
like here?  Do I like Ryan Kelly?  Do I like Taylor 
Decker?  Who's the top edge rusher?  How do I 
feel about Shaq Lawson or Emmanuel Ogbah?  
Can I go in the second round and get an offensive 
tackle, or do I want to get a tackle in the first round 
and get an edge guy?  If so, I think there's a big 
conversation here, and I think the corners, which I 
haven't even mentioned, also kind of fit into that 
thing, and depending on how they feel about Dee 
Milliner and his future.  
 
 Q.  Obviously Carson Wentz is bringing 
a lot of attention to the Division I-AA or FCS 
level, but it seems like that level of football has 
produced some good players in the past, and 

you mentioned Flacco.  Are you seeing an 
increase in talent from that level over the past 
few years, and also I've been told there are as 
many as 20 prospects from the FCS level that 
could be taken in this draft.  Do you agree with 
that assessment? 
 MIKE MAYOCK:  I don't know what the 
number is, but two things:  One is I think there's a 
greater awareness of the general public about 
some of these high-level FCS players.  I think the 
NFL has always scouted them, but when you start 
talking about Joe Flacco winning a Super Bowl, 
Carson Wentz going one or two overall, that brings 
an awareness to the public, wow, what kind of 
football.  I mean, I had a son that played at 
Villanova.  They won a National Championship in 
2009, and I'm very close to watching that league 
play.  They're kind of the SEC of I-AA.  I've seen a 
lot of that league.  I've seen a lot of North Dakota 
State, Montana State.  I'm a believer in that level. 
 And then what happens is a select few 
every year get to go play in the Senior Bowl, and 
this year Carson Wentz took full advantage of the 
Senior Bowl.  And then we had some other guys.  
We had Harlan Miller, a corner, was there; 
DeAndre Houston-Carson from William & Mary 
was at the Senior Bowl.  If 15 to 20 guys from the 
FCS go, that wouldn't surprise me at all.  I'm a big 
believer in Division I-AA, and I think the NFL has 
done a really good job of scouting those kids.  
 
 Q.  When you look at what he's done 
against Power Five schools, both with Houston 
and Washington and with Oregon, what debits 
do you think Vernon Adams may have to 
overcome besides height? 
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, that's a good 
question.  I think some doors have been opened to 
that sized quarterback because of Russell Wilson.  
I watched the kid every day at East-West practice 
this year, and he's got a live arm, and obviously 
he's more comfortable moving around.  But the 
cool thing was in the first half of the game, he 
threw three touchdown passes at the East-West 
game.  All three of them were from the pocket.  
One of them he looked off a safety and came back 
to a seam route.  
 So I like what I've seen, but there's always 
going to be that challenge when you're talking 
about one year, as you know, he's a transfer, one 
year at Division I and a 5'10" quarterback.  At the 
end of the day, does he even get drafted?  I don't 
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know.  He's the kind of guy I'd love to get in the 
sixth and seventh round and try to develop without 
any pressure on him and see what you had.  If all 
that doesn't happen, he's a perfect fit for the CFL, 
and by the way, I'm not denigrating the kid at all.  
I'm a supporter of Adams.  I'm just saying 
somewhere there's a place for this kid to play 
because he's got that feel.  He gets the game.  
 
 Q.  I'm just wondering what you think of 
Leonard Floyd and if you kind of view him as a 
top-10 kind of pick and sort of where he would 
fit in a 4-3 defense maybe like the Giants?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  You know what, Leonard 
Floyd is one of my most conflicted players.  
There's a big part of me that wants to say he's a 
top-10 talent, and there's another part of me that 
when I look back at my notes, and I've done at 
least six of his games, and all over the place I have 
the word "underpowered."  Not just at the point of 
attack, but when he gets stuck in the pass game, 
also, rushing the quarterback.  If he doesn't win 
with speed -- and I'm talking about both outside 
speed, and he's got a great up-and-under move.  If 
he doesn't win with speed, he gets stuck.  That 
worries me.  
 However, he showed up at the combine 
bigger and heavier than all of us expected, and 
when you watch him play, they've got him at off the 
line, linebacker, off the edge, they've got him 
covering slots.  His athletic ability is amazing, and 
his burst off the edge is rare.  So at the end of the 
day, in a pass-first league, teams are going to lean 
towards what he can do as opposed to what he 
can't do, and what he can do is get off the line, 
come off the edge, and for a 4-3 team, I think he's 
a linebacker on 1st down off the line of scrimmage, 
and when you go to your sub-package, which 
again is 60 to 70 percent of your snaps, he's going 
to be a hand-in-the-dirt defensive end.  
 I think the 3-4 teams look at him as a 3-4 
outside linebacker simply, but at the end of the 
day, could he be a top-10 pick?  I think he could 
surprise people and fit in the top 10 somewhere, 
yes.  
 
 Q.  A lot is made of quarterbacks 
coming out of a spread offense and struggling 
in the NFL.  There seems to be indications that 
offensive tackles are also still going with the 
same problem.  Can you elaborate on that a 
little bit, your thoughts on that, and why that 
would be? 

 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, it's gotten to be a 
much more difficult evaluation pretty much across 
the board with the spread offense and what it does 
to defenses, also.  From a tackle perspective, most 
of these guys have never put their hand in the dirt.  
It's a two-point stance, and all it is is quick set stuff 
for the most part.  You don't get to see what a 
tackle is going to have to do in the NFL where he 
puts his hand in the dirt and he's got to physically 
move a 290-pound defensive end, and he's got to 
snap into him, use hip snap and flip movement to 
create movement in the run game.  You don't see 
that hardly at all anymore in college football.  
 You see guys hinging, you see down 
blocks, you see -- but you don't see what you want 
to see in the run game, and it's very little pass 
game where it's really a five- or seven-step drop 
where you've got to do a traditional NFL-style kick 
slide.  So when you start to look at all these 
positions, wide receivers that don't run routes, 
defenses are getting smaller and quicker, no 
fullbacks, tight ends that don't line up in line.  The 
evaluation of all these traditional positions have 
gotten much more difficult, and as me and my 
scouting buddies talk about all the time in the NFL, 
it's like, okay, stop complaining, and let's learn how 
to do a better job of it.  
 
 Q.  I wonder if you could talk a little bit 
about or evaluate maybe some of the tackles 
that might be available to the Titans if they stay 
at 15, and if you think that's the direction they 
should go if they do remain at 15.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, I mean, the nice 
thing for the Titans is they have so many picks 
right now that if they did want to get back up, and I 
use the example of either Stanley or Tunsil sliding 
down into that seven, eight, nine range, I think 
Tennessee could get back up there and get them.  
 But if that's not what they want to do, if 
they sit at 15, whether or not Conklin is there, the 
Giants at 10 could be looking at Conklin.  He's 
become a hot name in the last month or so.  If he 
was there at 15, I think that would be a win.  He 
could start at right tackle day one and you'd have 
bookend tackles, and I think Mariota would be very 
happy.  If Conklin was there, I think that's a huge 
win, and then the next guy in line is Taylor Decker, 
and he could very well be in play for Tennessee at 
15.  
 
 Q.  Just to go back to a question about 
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Ryan Fitzpatrick and the Jets and Paxton 
Lynch a few minutes ago, I was just wondering 
if you thought there was a natural spot or kind 
of a range if the Jets thought they had to trade 
up to get Paxton Lynch if they were afraid he 
wouldn't fall to 20, a place they might think 
they could go or a team you might want to 
move back with the Jets sitting at 20 and 
maybe having eyes on Paxton Lynch? 
 MIKE MAYOCK:  I think there's a lot of 
teams that would like to move down, and the 
problem is since there's already been two 
quarterback trades, which is usually what 
generates movement in the first round, I think they 
could find a trade partner if they want to come up.  
I don't have much of a doubt of that.  The question 
is how far do they have to go.  San Francisco has 
got a need at 7, but I don't think they're going to 
pull the trigger on Paxton Lynch that early, and 
then you start looking down the board with 
Chicago, are they looking for somebody to be -- 
no, I think they think Cutler is going to be there.  
New Orleans at 12 with Drew Brees, what's he, 37 
years old?  I don't think they're going to -- they took 
a second- or third-round quarterback a year ago.  I 
don't think that's going to be an issue.  So you 
keep sliding down the board, 15, 16, 17, 18, they 
all have quarterbacks.  
 My question back to you is Buffalo at 19 
and the Jets at 20 are the two logical ones.  I've 
always connected the dots, and that's about where 
he should go.  So I don't know how far the Jets 
need to go up or not, but I think they do need to be 
aware of Buffalo.  
 
 Q.  What do the Falcons do at 17?  It 
looks like there's going to be some defenders 
there and a couple tackles, and what can you 
get at the 50th slot?  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, you know, I think 
you've got to be thinking in tandem like you are.  
On the defensive side of the ball, they've got to 
look at those linebackers, and whether it's Reggie 
Ragland, Darron Lee, Leonard Floyd I think are the 
three logical guys they have to be looking at.  I 
think what Floyd gives them that the other two 
don't is the ability to play in their base package at 
one position and kick down to an edge or a 3 guy 
in sub package.  
 I think they're really interesting guys, and if 
at 17 -- if they buy into it, he's there, they take him.  
You can come back in the second round and get a 
guard or a tackle.  From my perspective, the 
guards out there, and we haven't really talked 

about -- there's some good guards in this draft.  
Nick Martin from Notre Dame is a center or guard, 
and he can start day one like his older brother.  
Cody Whitehair and Josh Garnett are 
second-round guards.  Second-round tackles I 
think are Spriggs, Le'Raven Clark, maybe Shon 
Coleman.  So depending on what's sitting there at 
17 and how they have them rated, if they don't like 
the edge guys or the linebackers, maybe they're 
taking a tackle at 17, Conklin, Decker, Ifedi, and 
then hoping to come back in the second round 
looking at the linebackers at that point and the 
edge guys.  
 I think it just depends on what's left at 17 
and whether or not they feel they can do a better 
job taking a tackle or guard in the first round, going 
defense after that, or vice versa.  
 
 Q.  I've got a question for you on 
Roberto Aguayo.  I'm curious what your 
thoughts are about him, and for a GM it's going 
to be a tough decision, maybe a late second, 
third-round pick on him, and also weighing 
maybe more scrutiny than another pick might 
receive because you're going for a specialist.  
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Yeah, and I'm going to 
answer this two ways.  One is that I don't even get 
involved with the kickers until I even get to Chicago 
next week, when I talk to five special teams 
coaches, and they're going to tell me exactly who 
can do what because I don't think I can watch tape 
and figure those guys out.  I don't know anything 
about how quickly he gets the ball off the ground.  I 
don't know any of that until I talk to my guys. 
 Now, big picture, conceptually taking a 
specialist that high, you'd better be really sure.  
Jacksonville took a punter in the third round, Brian 
Anger, a few years ago, and they got roasted, and 
he didn't turn out to be good enough to take in the 
third round.  This guy is different because he puts 
points on the board for you.  But still, not knowing 
anything about Aguayo other than who he is and I 
know he's rated high, you'd better make damned 
sure you buy into that because there are a lot of 
good kickers who have been free agents over the 
years, and if you're going to put a second- or 
third-round value on him, he'd better be really good 
for a lot of years.  It's extra pressure on the GM.  
 
 Q.  I wanted to get your take on what 
you thought of the Browns' part of the big trade 
out of No. 2 and who you thought could be in 
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play for them at No. 8, and I think they might 
even trade down from there, so is there a spot 
in the draft where they should quit trading 
down and actually take a guy? 
 MIKE MAYOCK:  Well, if they want to 
trade down at 8, there's got to be somebody willing 
to come up, and maybe it's an offensive tackle 
that's available, maybe Tennessee can come from 
15 to 8, because there's been a lot of conversation 
about Tennessee, Lewan, Tunsil, but Ronnie 
Stanley is in the same conversation.  
 Whatever they do at 8, I think that probably 
one of those tackles will be there, and to me that 
makes a ton of sense.  Joe Thomas is 32 years 
old.  You bring in that young guy, let him start 
maybe for a year outside, they might even think of 
trading Joe Thomas because he's 32 with a heavy 
salary, and he knows they're not winning any 
Super Bowls in the next couple of years.  
 It's hard for me to sit here and tell you 
what direction they should go because they have 
so many needs.  I've got a list of needs where 
they'd better get a height, weight, speed wideout.  
We talked about the offensive line a little bit, but 
they need more than just one player.  They need 
an inside linebacker.  They certainly need to talk 
about the corner position.  Tramon Williams is 33.  
Joe Haden is coming off ankle surgery.  I think the 
most stable position there is nickel with K'Waun 
Williams until Haden gets back.  They need a 
safety.  
 The beauty for them is they can just sit 
there each round and pick the best player because 
they have needs everywhere.  
 
 Q.  We talked about Detroit and Riley 
Reiff at left tackle a little earlier.  I'm curious, 
you have six tackles ranked in your top five 
because of the tie at the sixth spot.  Of those 
six guys, how many of those guys can step in 
and play left tackle right away and how many of 
those guys do you peg as better suited to step 
in and play right tackle? 
 MIKE MAYOCK:  I think Tunsil and Stanley 
are the two left tackles of the first group.  I think 
Conklin and Decker need to play right tackle 
initially.  I think Ifedi is a right tackle and maybe 
even a guard, and I think the other pure left tackles 
would be Jason Spriggs and Le'Raven Clark.  
They're kind of late one to mid two.  
 
 Q.  What do you think the impact of the 
medical rechecks last week is going to be on 
Myles Jack and Jaylon Smith?  

 MIKE MAYOCK:  Oh, boy, figures you 
would ask that one.  My heart goes out to Jaylon 
Smith.  From what I understand, and I don't know 
much about it, the knee is good.  It's all about 
nerve regeneration.  I'm not a doctor.  I don't know 
much about it.  But it's going to significantly impact 
him, I believe, and I don't think anybody knows 
where he's going to go.  He's such a great kid that 
somebody is going to draft him.  The South 
Carolina tailback went at the end of the third round 
with a compensatory pick from San Francisco, I 
believe, and if Jaylon went with a third- or 
fourth-round compensatory pick, it wouldn't 
surprise me at all.  
 The medical has -- this is a kid who could 
have been the first pick in the whole draft, so the 
medical on this kid is really important.  
 Myles Jack is another one.  If you're going 
to take a player in the top 10, you want him as 
clean as possible, both character and medical, and 
I think there's going to be some concern about 
Myles Jack medically.  I know he's running around 
and looks great, but I think there is -- I think there's 
some teams that are concerned about the 
longevity of his career.  
 I hope he ends up in the top five or six or 
seven picks where he should be, but if he starts to 
slide, that's the reason. 
 
 FastScripts by ASAP Sports 
 
  


