
NFL ANNOUNCES NOMINEES FOR 2017 PEPSI® NFL ROOKIE 
OF THE YEAR 

Fans to Vote for Winner on NFL.com/Rookies 

The National Football League today announced the five finalists for the 2017 PEPSI NFL ROOKIE OF THE 
YEAR award.  

2017 PEPSI NEXT NFL ROOKIE OF THE YEAR FINALISTS 

  

Player Position Team 

Alvin Kamara Running Back New Orleans Saints 

Christian McCaffrey Running Back Carolina Panthers 

Kareem Hunt Running Back Kansas City Chiefs 

Leonard Fournette Running Back Jacksonville Jaguars 

Marshon Lattimore Cornerback New Orleans Saints 

  

Starting today, fans can vote for one of these five players on NFL.com/Rookies through Thursday, January 25 to 
determine the 2017 PEPSI NFL ROOKIE OF THE YEAR.  

The 2017 PEPSI NFL ROOKIE OF THE YEAR award will be recognized in Minneapolis during Super Bowl LII 
festivities and online at NFL.com/Rookies. 

The five finalists were selected for their outstanding performances throughout the 2017 NFL season.  Each week, five 
nominees were chosen for the Pepsi NFL Rookie of the Week and NFL fans voted for the winner on NFL.com. Those 
results were used to help determine the finalists. 

A closer look at the finalists: 

• New Orleans Saints RB Alvin Kamara  

Kamara, a 2018 Pro Bowl selection, led all rookies with 14 total touchdowns and ranked second with 1,554 
scrimmage yards. He joined Pro Football Hall of Famer Gale Sayers (1965) as the only rookies in NFL 
history to have at least five rushing touchdowns, five receiving touchdowns and a kickoff-return touchdown. 
Kamara led all rookies with 81 receptions, the third-most by a rookie running back in NFL history. 

• Carolina Panthers RB Christian McCaffrey  

McCaffrey set the Carolina Panthers franchise rookie record and ranked second among NFL rookies with 80 
receptions, the fourth-most by a rookie running back in NFL history. He also set the franchise rookie record 
with 1,086 scrimmage yards and was one of four rookies with at least 1,000 scrimmage yards this season.  

• Kansas City Chiefs RB Kareem Hunt  

Hunt, a 2018 Pro Bowl selection, led the league with 1,327 rushing yards and is the second rookie not 
selected in the first round to lead his league in rushing yards in the common draft era (since 1967). He 
became the second rookie in NFL history to record at least 1,000 scrimmage yards through his team’s first 
seven games and began his career with seven consecutive games of at least 100 scrimmage yards, an NFL 
rookie record. Hunt, who had six games with at least 100 rushing yards, finished with eight rushing 
touchdowns and 1,782 scrimmage yards, the most among NFL rookies. 
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• Jacksonville Jaguars RB Leonard Fournette  

Fournette led all rookies and tied for third in the NFL with nine rushing touchdowns. He ranked second 
among rookie running backs with 1,040 rushing yards and was one of nine running backs to rush for at least 
1,000 yards during the 2017 season. Fournette rushed for more than 100 yards on five occasions and 
helped the Jaguars win their division for the first time since 1999 (AFC Central). 

• New Orleans Saints CB Marshon Lattimore 

Lattimore, a 2018 Pro Bowl selection, led all rookies and tied for fifth in the NFL with five interceptions. He 
finished the season with 52 tackles, five interceptions, one forced fumble and 18 passes defensed, tied for 
the most by a rookie during the 2017 season. 

 

This is Pepsi’s 16th year as the official soft drink sponsor of the NFL and the 15th year that Pepsi will present the NFL 
Rookie of the Week and NFL Rookie of the Year awards.  

#  #  #  

About PepsiCo: 

PepsiCo products are enjoyed by consumers one billion times a day in more than 200 countries and territories around 
the world. PepsiCo generated approximately $63 billion in net revenue in 2016, driven by a complementary food and 
beverage portfolio that includes Frito-Lay, Gatorade, Pepsi-Cola, Quaker and Tropicana. PepsiCo's product portfolio 
includes a wide range of enjoyable foods and beverages, including 22 brands that generate more than $1 billion each 
in estimated annual retail sales. 

At the heart of PepsiCo is Performance with Purpose – our goal to deliver top-tier financial performance while creating 
sustainable growth and shareholder value. In practice, Performance with Purpose means providing a wide range of 
foods and beverages from treats to healthy eats; finding innovative ways to minimize our impact on the environment 
and reduce our operating costs; providing a safe and inclusive workplace for our employees globally; and respecting, 
supporting and investing in the local communities where we operate. For more information, visit 
http://www.pepsico.com. 
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