
 

 

 

2021 NFL DRAFT-A-THON TO RAISE AWARENESS AND PROMPT ACTION TO HELP THOSE 
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

Draft-a-Thon Will Focus on Four Key Issues – Health Disparities; The Digital Divide; Food Insecurity; and 
Mental Health  

The NFL announced today that the 2021 NFL Draft will again host Draft-a-Thon, a fundraiser that drives 
awareness and action to close critical gaps at the intersection of pandemic recovery and our hardest hit 
communities. Draft-a-Thon will raise funds on behalf of four national nonprofit organizations that are 
supporting underserved communities in these areas: The Digital Divide in education, health disparities, 
food insecurity and mental health.  

“It’s imperative to help those in need as we navigate toward recovery from the pandemic. Through 
Draft-a-Thon, the NFL Draft will serve as a platform to create action and change,” said NFL 
Commissioner Roger Goodell. “We’re proud to partner with the CDC Foundation, The Education Trust, 
Feeding America, and Mental Health America in helping generate awareness and driving assistance to 
aid those who have been critically underserved throughout the last year.” 

Similar to last year, the Draft-a-Thon will be featured across the live Draft coverage on ABC, ESPN, ESPN 
Deportes, ESPN Radio and NFL Network April 29-May 1 and will showcase the efforts of the four 
nonprofit organizations that support pandemic recovery in these areas:  

• Health Disparities – CDC Foundation: Communities of color, indigenous communities, older and 
rural Americans have long faced health disparities. This has been exacerbated by the pandemic, 
where COVID-19 has disproportionately impacted those already experiencing health disparities. 
Through Draft-a-Thon, the CDC Foundation will drive awareness of the cause of health inequities 
and promote vital community conditions, including meeting the basic needs for health, 
nutrition, safety, housing, education, and meaningful work. 

 

• The Digital Divide – The Education Trust: Over this past year, the digital divide – a growing 
chasm between those who have access to computers and reliable, high-speed Internet and 
those who do not – has widened due to the pandemic when students needed to work from 
home without proper resources to do so. More than 16 million students lack the necessary 
Internet access at home to complete their homework, according to Future Ready Schools, a 
project of the Alliance for Excellent Education. This year’s Draft-a-Thon will support The 
Education Trust in their work to close opportunity gaps that disproportionately affect students 
of color and students from low-income families. 

 

https://www.cdcfoundation.org/making-an-impact-COVID-19
https://edtrust.org/


 

 

• Food Insecurity – Feeding America: Feeding America estimates nearly 42 million people, 
including 13 million children, could face food insecurity in 2021 due to the ongoing economic 
fallout from COVID-19. This equates to 1 in 8 people and 1 in 6 children. Feeding America’s 
mission is to feed people facing food insecurity through a nationwide network of member food 
banks and engage our country in the fight to end hunger. Draft-a-Thon will provide an 
opportunity to inform fans that we all have neighbors that need our help putting food on the 
table, especially as we work towards pandemic recovery, and we can all help by spreading the 
word, donating and volunteering.  

 

• Mental Health – Mental Health America: Throughout the ongoing pandemic, 4 out of 5 people 
who took an anxiety or depression screening with Mental Health America reported moderate to 
severe symptoms. The pandemic has made it clear to everyone that there is a huge need for 
more mental health services and support, especially in our hardest hit communities. Mental 
Health America is the nation’s leading community-based nonprofit dedicated to addressing the 
needs of those living with mental illness and to promote mental health. Draft-a-Thon will raise 
awareness and understanding that prioritizing our mental health is a key part of recovering from 
the pandemic. 
 

Draft-a-Thon will simultaneously come to life via Draft-a-Thon LIVE, a social livestream, hosted by NFL 
Network’s Kay Adams. During the first two days of the 2021 NFL Draft, NFL players, Legends, celebrities, 
and additional guests will help rally NFL fans to raise awareness and funds for the four organizations the 
NFL is supporting on the path to pandemic recovery. Draft-a-Thon LIVE will stream across NFL social and 
digital platforms including Twitter, Facebook, TikTok, Youtube, Twitch, Reddit, and nfl.com/DraftaThon. 
More details to follow on Draft-a-Thon LIVE.  

Fans and other supporters can learn more about this year’s Draft-a-Thon and donate at 
nfl.com/DraftaThon. 

### 

The CDC Foundation 
The CDC Foundation helps the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) save and improve lives by unleashing the 
power of collaboration between CDC, philanthropies, corporations, organizations and individuals to protect the health, safety 
and security of America and the world. The CDC Foundation is the go-to nonprofit authorized by Congress to mobilize 
philanthropic partners and private-sector resources to support CDC’s critical health protection mission. Since 1995, the CDC 
Foundation has raised over $1.2 billion and launched more than 1,200 programs impacting a variety of health threats from 
chronic disease conditions including cardiovascular disease and cancer, to infectious diseases like rotavirus and HIV, to 
emergency responses, including COVID-19 and Ebola. Learn more about the CDC Foundation at www.cdcfoundation.org.  
 
The Education Trust 
The Education Trust is a national nonprofit that works to close opportunity gaps that disproportionately affect students of color 
and students from low-income families. Through our research and advocacy, Ed Trust supports efforts that expand excellence 
and equity in education from preschool through college; increase college access and completion, particularly for underserved 
students; engage diverse communities dedicated to education equity, and increase political and public will to act on equity 
issues. 
 
Feeding America 
Feeding America® is the largest hunger-relief organization in the United States. Through a network of 200 food banks and 
60,000 food pantries and meal programs, we provide meals to more than 40 million people each year. Feeding America also 
supports programs that prevent food waste and improve food security among the people we serve; educates the public about 
the problem of hunger; and advocates for legislation that protects people from going hungry. Visit www.feedingamerica.org, 
find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter. 
 

https://www.feedingamerica.org/
file:///C:/Users/clare.graff/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/8Z5I0GMH/MHAnational.org


 

 

Mental Health America  
Mental Health America (MHA) is the nation’s leading community-based nonprofit dedicated to addressing the needs of those 
living with mental illness and promoting the overall mental health of all. MHA’s work is driven by its commitment to promote 
mental health as a critical part of overall wellness, including prevention services for all; early identification and intervention for 
those at risk; integrated care, services, and supports for those who need them; with recovery as the goal. Learn more at 
MHAnational.org. 
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