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2015 NFL RECORDS AND MILESTONES 
 

A sampling of NFL records set and milestones reached in 2015: 
 

THE TEAMS 

  

ARIZONA CARDINALS  Had 13 wins in 2015, the most in a single season in franchise history.  
 

 Led the NFL in total offense, averaging 408.3 yards per game. 
 

 Defeated San Francisco 47-7 in Week 3 and became the first team 
since the 1945 Green Bay Packers to have two interception-return 
touchdowns, a safety and score at least 40 points in a game. 
 

 In Week 2, rookie RB DAVID JOHNSON became the first player in 
franchise history to have a kickoff-return touchdown and a rushing 
touchdown in the same game since Pro Football Hall of Famer OLLIE 
MATSON on December 13, 1958. 
 

 QB CARSON PALMER set a franchise record for most touchdown 
passes in a single season (35). 
 

 RB CHRIS JOHNSON became the first Cardinal with four 100-yard 
rushing games in a season since 1985 (STUMP MITCHELL, four). 

  

ATLANTA FALCONS  Became the first team in NFL history to start 5-0 with four of those 
wins coming when trailing at some point in the fourth quarter. 
 

 WR JULIO JONES tied for the league lead with 136 receptions, the 
most receptions in a single season in franchise history. 
 

 In Week 3, became the third team in NFL history to have both a 
rusher with at least 100 yards with three touchdowns (DEVONTA 
FREEMAN, 141 yards and three touchdowns) and a receiver with at 
least 150 yards with two touchdowns (Jones, 164 yards and two 
touchdowns) in the same game. 
 

 Freeman became the first player in franchise history to have seven 
rushing touchdowns in the team’s first four games to begin a season. 

  

BALTIMORE RAVENS  WR KAMAR AIKEN had at least five receptions in nine consecutive 
games (Weeks 8-17), surpassing DERRICK MASON (eight games in 
2007) for the longest such streak in franchise history.  

  

BUFFALO BILLS  Earned 400th total victory in Week 1. Buffalo’s all-time record is 407-
466-8. 
 

 Led the NFL in rushing (152.0 yards per game). 
 

 Defeated the Miami Dolphins 33-17 in Week 9 and became the first 
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team to have two 100-yard rushers – RBs LE SEAN MC COY (112 
rushing yards) and KARLOS WILLIAMS (110) – and a 150-yard 
receiver – WR SAMMY WATKINS (168 receiving yards) – in the 
same game in NFL history. 
 

 QB TYROD TAYLOR rushed for 568 yards, the most by a 
quarterback in a single season in franchise history.  

  

CAROLINA PANTHERS  Finished 15-1, the best record in the NFL in 2015 and the most wins 
in franchise history. 
 

 Became the fourth team in the Super Bowl era to start a season 14-0, 
joining the 1972 Miami Dolphins, 2007 New England Patriots and 
2009 Indianapolis Colts. 
 

 Led the NFL in turnover margin (+20). 
 

 CB JOSH NORMAN became the first player in franchise history to 
have two interception-return touchdowns in the team’s first four 
games to begin a season. 
 

 QB CAM NEWTON tied the franchise single-game record with five 
touchdown passes (STEVE BEUERLEIN, January 2, 2000) in Weeks 
11, 13 and 15. 

  

CHICAGO BEARS  In Week 10, QB JAY CUTLER became the first quarterback in 
franchise history to throw two touchdown passes of at least 80 yards 
in the same game (87 and 83 yards). 

  

CINCINNATI BENGALS  Earned a playoff berth for the fifth consecutive season, the longest 
streak in franchise history. 
 

 Overcame a 24-7 fourth-quarter deficit to defeat Seattle in overtime in 
Week 5, only the third time in NFL history that a team erased a fourth-
quarter deficit of 17+ points to defeat a team which played in the 
Super Bowl the previous season. 
 

 WR A.J. GREEN had 227 receiving yards in Week 3, the second-
highest single-game total in franchise history (CHAD JOHNSON, 260 
yards on November 12, 2006 vs. San Diego). 
 

 DE CARLOS DUNLAP led the team with 13.5 sacks, bringing his 
career total to 49 and surpassing EDDIE EDWARDS (47.5) for the 
most in franchise history. 

  

CLEVELAND BROWNS  QB JOSH MC COWN threw for 457 yards in Week 5, the most 
passing yards in a game in franchise history. 
 

 McCown became the first quarterback in franchise history with three 
consecutive 300-yard passing games (Weeks 3-5). 

  

DALLAS COWBOYS  QB TONY ROMO and WR DEZ BRYANT have combined for 50 
career touchdowns, the most by a QB-WR tandem in franchise 
history, surpassing Pro Football Hall of Famers TROY AIKMAN and 
MICHAEL IRVIN (49). 

  

DENVER BRONCOS  Led the NFL in sacks (52), total defense (283.1 yards per game) and 
pass defense (199.6 yards per game). 
 

 Have won 15 consecutive divisional road games, the most 
consecutive road wins against divisional opponents in NFL history. 
 

 Defeated Baltimore 19-13 in Week 1 and improved their record to 42-
13-1 (.764) in home openers, the top mark in the NFL. 



 

 Head coach GARY KUBIAK (12 wins) tied RED MILLER (1977) for 
the most wins in their first season as head coach in franchise history. 
 

 Kubiak led the Broncos to a 7-0 start in his first season with the team, 
becoming the fourth head coach to lead his team to a 7-0 record in 
his first season with a new team since 1970. 

  

DETROIT LIONS  RB THEO RIDDICK had 80 receptions, the most by a running back in 
a single season in franchise history. 
 

 K MATT PRATER converted a 59-yard field goal in Week 17, the 
longest in franchise history.  

  

GREEN BAY PACKERS  Earned the 750th total victory in franchise history in 2015. The 
Packers are 751-567-37 and joined the CHICAGO BEARS (758-573-
42) as the only teams in NFL history to reach 750 total wins. 

  

HOUSTON TEXANS  WR DE ANDRE HOPKINS set a franchise record with 11 touchdown 
receptions.  
 

 Hopkins joined ANDRE JOHNSON as the only players in franchise 
history with at least 100 catches (111) and 1,400 receiving yards 
(1,521) in a season. 

  

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS  Defeated Houston 27-20 in Week 5, their 16th consecutive divisional 
win dating back to December 30, 2012, surpassing the 1972-73 
Miami Dolphins (15) for the longest streak since 1970.  
 

 K ADAM VINATIERI (1,095 points) surpassed MIKE VANDERJAGT 
(995) as the Colts’ all-time scoring leader. 

  

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS  QB BLAKE BORTLES set single-season franchise records in 
passing yards (4,428) and touchdown passes (35). 
 

 WR ALLEN ROBINSON tied for the league lead with 14 touchdown 
catches, the most in a single season in franchise history. 
 

 WR ALLEN HURNS caught a touchdown in seven consecutive 
games (Weeks 3-10), the longest streak in franchise history. 

  

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS  Finished with an 11-5 record and became the first team in NFL history 
to win 11 games in a season in which it had a five-game losing 
streak. 
 

 Won 10 consecutive games from Weeks 7-17, the longest winning 
streak in franchise history. 
 

 In Week 8, four different Kansas City players rushed for a touchdown 
– QB ALEX SMITH, RBs SPENCER WARE and CHARCANDRICK 
WEST and WR DE’ ANTHONY THOMAS – marking the first time 
since October 2, 1960, when the team was known as the Dallas 
Texans, that four different players rushed for at least one touchdown 
in the same game for the franchise. 
 

 TE TRAVIS KELCE had six catches for 106 yards and two 
touchdowns in the Chiefs’ 27-20 win at Houston in Week 1 and joined 
TONY GONZALEZ as the only tight ends in franchise history with at 
least 100 receiving yards and two touchdown catches in a game. He 
is the only Kansas City tight end to accomplish the feat in a season 
opener. 
 

 Became the first team in NFL history to have a 90+ yard interception 
return-touchdown (CB MARCUS PETERS, 93 yards) and a 70+ yard 



fumble-return touchdown (S TYVON BRANCH, 73 yards) in the same 
game in Week 15.  

  

MIAMI DOLPHINS  WR JARVIS LANDRY set a single-season franchise record with 110 
receptions (O.J. MC DUFFIE, 90 in 1998).  
 

 QB RYAN TANNEHILL (15,460) joined Pro Football Hall of Famers 
DAN MARINO and BOB GRIESE as the only players in franchise 
history with 15,000 career passing yards. 

  

MINNESOTA VIKINGS  WR STEFON DIGGS had 52 receptions, the third most by a rookie in 
franchise history (RANDY MOSS, 69 in 1998 and PERCY HARVIN, 
60 in 2009). 
 

 Diggs became the first rookie in franchise history to lead the team in 
receptions. 
 

 S HARRISON SMITH set a franchise record for interception-return 
touchdowns in a career (four). 
 

 LB ERIC KENDRICKS led the Vikings with 105 tackles and became 
the second rookie in franchise history to lead the team in tackles (RIP 
HAWKINS, 1961). 
 

 K BLAIR WALSH tied a franchise record with his fourth career 
season with at least 100 points (135). 

  

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS  Won 12 games and became the fifth team in NFL history and first 
since the 1983-1998 San Francisco 49ers (16) with at least 15 
consecutive winning seasons.  
 

 Became the second team in NFL history with 13 consecutive 10-win 
seasons (1983-1998 San Francisco 49ers, 16). 
 

 Became the second team in NFL history with at least 12 regular-
season wins in six consecutive seasons (Indianapolis Colts, seven 
from 2003-2009). 
 

 Clinched a first-round bye for the sixth consecutive season, the 
longest streak of any NFL team since the current playoff format 
began in 1990. 
 

 Scored points in 38 consecutive quarters from Weeks 1-11, 
surpassing the 1999-2000 St. Louis Rams (31) and 2005 Indianapolis 
Colts (31) for the longest such streak in NFL history. 

  

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS  Led the NFL in passing offense (310.6 yards per game). 
 

 WR MARQUES COLSTON has 28 career 100-yard receiving games, 

tied with JOE HORN for the most such games in franchise history. 

  

NEW YORK GIANTS  QB ELI MANNING passed for 4,436 yards, the second-most in a 
single season in franchise history behind his 2011 season (4,933). 
 

 Manning threw 35 touchdown passes, the second-most in a single 
season in franchise history (Y.A. TITTLE, 36 in 1963). 
 

 WR ODELL BECKHAM, JR. had 96 receptions, the second-most in a 
single season in franchise history (STEVE SMITH, 107 in 2009). 

  

NEW YORK JETS  QB RYAN FITZPATRICK set a single-season franchise record with 
31 touchdown passes. 
 

 WR BRANDON MARSHALL set single-season franchise records 



with 109 receptions and 1,502 receiving yards. 
 

 Marshall became the first Jet with four consecutive 100-yard 
receiving games in a season since Pro Football Hall of Famer DON 
MAYNARD in 1968. 
 

 Marshall and WR ERIC DECKER each had a touchdown reception in 
the same game nine times, the most by teammates in the same 
season in NFL history. 

  

OAKLAND RAIDERS  DE KHALIL MACK had five sacks in Week 14 and tied HOWIE 
LONG (October 2, 1983) for the most sacks in a game in franchise 
history.  
 

 WR AMARI COOPER set franchise rookie records for most receiving 
yards (1,070) and receptions (72).  

  

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES  QB SAM BRADFORD had five 300-yard games in 2015, tied with 
DONOVAN MC NABB (2004) and Pro Football Hall of Famer 
SONNY JURGENSEN (1961) for the most in a single season in 
franchise history. 
 

 WR JORDAN MATTHEWS set a franchise record for most receptions 
(152) in a player’s first two seasons and ranks second in receiving 
yards (1,896) and touchdowns (16). 

  

PITTSBURGH STEELERS  Became the only NFL franchise to have three head coaches with at 
least 90 career regular-season wins – MIKE TOMLIN (92), Pro 
Football Hall of Famer CHUCK NOLL (193) and BILL COWHER 
(149). 
 

 QB BEN ROETHLISBERGER (113) surpassed Pro Football Hall of 
Famer TERRY BRADSHAW (107) for the most regular-season wins 
by a quarterback in franchise history. 
 

 In Week 9, became the first team in NFL history to have one player 

with at least 300 scrimmage yards (WR ANTONIO BROWN, 306) and 

another player with at least 200 scrimmage yards (RB DE ANGELO 

WILLIAMS, 225) in the same game. 

 Brown tied for the league lead with 136 receptions and finished 

second in the league with 1,834 receiving yards, both the highest 

marks in a single season in franchise history. 

 

 Brown set single-game franchise records for catches (17) and 

receiving yards (284) in Week 9. 

  

ST. LOUIS RAMS  Rookie RB TODD GURLEY had 1,106 rushing yards and joined Pro 
Football Hall of Famers ERIC DICKERSON (1,808 yards in 1983) and 
JEROME BETTIS (1,429 in 1993) as the only Rams rookies with at 
least 1,000 rushing yards. 

  

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS  QB PHILIP RIVERS (281 touchdown passes) surpassed Pro Football 
Hall of Famer DAN FOUTS (254) for the most touchdown passes in 
franchise history. 
 

 In Week 6, Rivers set single-game team records for completions (43), 
attempts (65) and passing yards (503). 
 

 Rivers and TE ANTONIO GATES have combined for 77 career 
touchdowns, the most by a QB-TE duo all-time. 
 

 WR KEENAN ALLEN had 15 receptions on Kickoff Weekend, tying 
Pro Football Hall of Famer KELLEN WINSLOW (15 receptions on 



October 7, 1984 at Green Bay) for the franchise’s single-game 
reception record. 

  

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS  WR TORREY SMITH had three touchdowns receptions of 70+ yards, 
the first player in franchise history to accomplish the feat in a single 
season since JOHN TAYLOR (1989). 
 

 LB AHMAD BROOKS has 45.5 sacks as a member of the 49ers, the 
second-most in franchise history by a linebacker since 1982 (Pro 
Football Hall of Famer CHARLES HALEY, 66.5). 

  

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS  Led the NFL in scoring defense, allowing 277 points (17.3 per game). 
 

 Head coach PETE CARROLL recorded his 100th career victory in 
Week 15 with a 30-13 win over Cleveland. Including the playoffs, 
Carroll has a 101-72 career record.  

  

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS  QB JAMEIS WINSTON set franchise records for most passing yards 
(4,042) and touchdown passes (22) by a rookie. 
 

 In Week 11, became the first team in NFL history to have a 
quarterback with at least five touchdown passes (Winston, five) and 
a running back with at least 200 rushing yards (DOUG MARTIN, 235) 
in a road game. 

  

TENNESSEE TITANS  TE DELANIE WALKER set franchise records for most catches (94) 
and receiving yards (1,088) by a tight end in a single season. 
 
Walker is the first tight end in franchise history to eclipse 1,000 
receiving yards in a season. 

  

WASHINGTON REDSKINS  Overcame a 24-point deficit in Week 7 to defeat Tampa Bay 31-30, 
the largest deficit overcome in a victory in franchise history. 
 

 QB KIRK COUSINS set a franchise record with 4,166 passing yards 
and became the first quarterback in team history to pass for at least 
4,000 yards and 25 touchdowns (29) in a season. 
 

 Cousins joined Pro Football Hall of Famer SONNY JURGENSEN (14 
games in 1967) as the only players in franchise history to throw a 
touchdown pass in every game of a season. 
 

 Cousins completed 20 of 25 passes (80 percent) for 324 yards with 
four touchdowns and no interceptions for a 158.3 passer rating – the 
highest attainable mark – in Week 10 and became the first Redskins 
quarterback to pass for at least 300 yards and post a rating of at least 
150 in a game since Pro Football Hall of Famer SAMMY BAUGH in 
1948 (October 31). 

 
 



 
THE PLAYERS 

 

 ACCOMPLISHMENT(S) 

KEENAN ALLEN 
WR, San Diego Chargers 

 Had 15 catches in Week 1, the most by a 
player on Kickoff Weekend since the 1970 
merger. 
 

 Had 62 receptions in San Diego’s first seven 
games, the most of any NFL player through 
his team’s first seven games to begin a 
season in NFL history. 

  

TAVON AUSTIN 
WR-PR, St. Louis Rams 

 In Week 1, became the fifth player in the past 
20 years to score a touchdown on a punt 
return (75 yards) and a rush (16 yards) in the 
same game. 

  

DOUG BALDWIN 
WR, Seattle Seahawks 

 Became the third player in NFL history to 
catch at least two touchdown passes in four 
consecutive games, joining Pro Football Hall 
of Famer CRIS CARTER (1995) and CALVIN 
JOHNSON (2011). 
 

 Had 10 touchdown receptions in Weeks 12-
15, tied with Pro Football Hall of Famer 
JERRY RICE (1987) for the most TD catches 
in a four-game span in a single season in NFL 
history. 

  

ODELL BECKHAM, JR. 
WR, New York Giants 

 Has 2,755 career receiving yards (1,450 in 
2015) and surpassed RANDY MOSS for the 
most receiving yards in a player’s first two 
seasons in NFL history.  
 

 Has nine career games with at least 140 
receiving yards, the most ever by a player in 
his first two NFL seasons. 

  

TRAVIS BENJAMIN 
WR, Cleveland Browns 

 Became the first NFL player with four 50+ 
yard touchdowns in the first two games of a 
season since Pro Football Hall of Famer JIM 
BROWN in 1963. 
 

 Had three catches for 115 yards with two 
touchdowns (60 and 50 yards) and added a 
78-yard punt-return touchdown in Week 2 and 
joined TAVON AUSTIN (November 13, 2013) 
as the only players in NFL history with a 75+ 
yard punt-return touchdown and two 50+ yard 
touchdown catches in the same game. 

  

ANQUAN BOLDIN 
WR, San Francisco 49ers 

 Reached 1,000 career receptions (1,009) and 
became the 13th player in NFL history to 
accomplish the feat. 
 
Boldin, who accomplished the feat in his 
185th career game in Week 15, surpassed 
REGGIE WAYNE (195) for the fifth-fewest 
games in NFL history to reach the milestone.  

  

BLAKE BORTLES 
QB, Jacksonville Jaguars 

 Threw 35 touchdown passes and joined Pro 
Football Hall of Famer DAN MARINO and 
MATTHEW STAFFORD as the only players 
in NFL history with at least 35 touchdown 



passes in a season at age 23 or younger. 

  

SAM BRADFORD 
QB, Philadelphia Eagles 

 Became the first quarterback in NFL history to 
start and win a regular-season overtime game 
on his birthday in Philadelphia’s 33-27 victory 
over Dallas in Week 9. 

  

TOM BRADY 
QB, New England Patriots 

 Has 428 career touchdown passes and 
surpassed Pro Football Hall of Famer DAN 
MARINO (420) for the third-most touchdown 
passes in NFL history (tied with DREW 
BREES, 428). 
 

 Became the fifth quarterback in NFL history to 
reach 55,000 career passing yards (58,026). 
 

 Led the NFL with 36 touchdown passes and 
joined PEYTON MANNING (four) as the only 
players in NFL history with at least 35 
touchdown passes in four different seasons. 
 

 Has thrown at least 25 touchdowns passes in 
11 different seasons and tied BRETT FAVRE 
for the second-most such seasons in NFL 
history (Manning, 16). 

  

DREW BREES 
QB, New Orleans Saints 

 Has 60,903 career passing yards and joined 
PEYTON MANNING (71,940), BRETT 
FAVRE (71,838) and Pro Football Hall of 
Famer DAN MARINO (61,361) as the only 
players in NFL history with at least 60,000 
career passing yards. 
 

 Led the league with 4,870 passing yards and 
became the first player to lead the league in 
passing yards six times. 
 

 Has seven career 4,500-yard passing 
seasons, the most in NFL history and 
recorded his NFL-record sixth consecutive 
season with at least 4,500 yards. 
 

 Passed for 400+ yards twice in 2015, bringing 
his career total to 13 such performances. He 
is tied with Pro Football Hall of Famer Marino 
for the second-most such games in NFL 
history and one shy of the NFL record held by 
Manning (14). 
 

 Passed for 323 yards in Week 17, his 96th 
career 300-yard passing game, the most in 
NFL history. 

  

TEDDY BRIDGEWATER 
QB, Minnesota Vikings 

 In Week 15, became the second quarterback 
in NFL history to complete at least 85 percent 
of his passes with four touchdowns and no 
interceptions and rush for a touchdown in a 
single game. 

  

ANTONIO BROWN 
WR, Pittsburgh Steelers 

 Tied for the league lead with 136 receptions 
and has 265 total receptions over the past two 
seasons, surpassing MARVIN HARRISON 
(252 in 2001-02) for the most catches in any 
two-season span in NFL history. 
 



 Joined WES WELKER (2007-09) as the only 
players in NFL history with three consecutive 
110-catch seasons (129 in 2014; 110 in 
2013). 
 

 Had four 185-yard receiving games in 2015, 
the most in a single season in NFL history.  
 

 Became the only player in NFL history with at 
least 100 receptions and a punt return-
touchdown in multiple seasons and has done 
so in each of the past three seasons (2013-
15). 
 

 Reached 400 career receptions in Week 2 in 
his 72nd career game, tying Pro Football Hall 
of Famer KELLEN WINSLOW as the third-
fastest player in NFL history to reach the 
milestone. Only ANQUAN BOLDIN (67) and 
LARRY FITZGERALD (71) reached 400 
catches in fewer games. 

  

DEZ BRYANT 
WR, Dallas Cowboys 

 Has a touchdown catch in 14 consecutive 
interconference games, the longest such 
streak in the NFL since the 1970 merger. 

  

MARTAVIS BRYANT 
WR, Pittsburgh Steelers 

 Had an 88-yard touchdown reception in Week 
6 and became the second player in NFL 
history with an 88+ yard touchdown catch in 
each of his first two career seasons (94 yards 
on December 7, 2014.) 

  

AMARI COOPER 
WR, Oakland Raiders 

 Joined DE SEAN JACKSON (2008) as the 
only NFL rookies in the past 30 years with two 
100-yard receiving games in their team’s first 
three games. 
 

 Had three 100-yard receiving games in 
Oakland’s first six games and became the first 
rookie with three 100-yard receiving games in 
his team’s first six games since Pro Football 
Hall of Famer MIKE DITKA in 1961. 

  

MASON CROSBY 
K, Green Bay Packers 

 Converted all five of his field goal attempts 

(42, 47, 40, 42 and 52 yards) in the Packers’ 

30-13 victory over Minnesota in Week 11 and 

became the first player in NFL history to 

convert at least five field goals without a miss 

with each attempt coming from at least 40 

yards. 

  

ANDY DALTON 
QB, Cincinnati Bengals 

 Passed for 3,250 yards and joined PEYTON 
MANNING and CAM NEWTON as the only 
players in NFL history with at least 3,000 
passing yards in each of his first five NFL 
seasons. 
 

 Earned his 24th career road victory in a 37-3 
victory at Cleveland in Week 13 and 
surpassed Pro Football Hall of Famer DAN 
MARINO (23), BEN ROETHLISBERGER (23) 
and MATT RYAN (23) for the most road wins 
by a starting quarterback in his first five 
seasons during the Super Bowl era (since 



1966). 

  

LARRY FITZGERALD 
WR, Arizona Cardinals 

 Fitzgerald (1,018) became the eleventh player 
in NFL history with 1,000 career receptions 
and is the youngest player all-time to reach 
the milestone (32 years, 97 days). 
 

 Surpassed 13,000 career receiving yards in 
Week 11 and became the third-youngest 
player in NFL history to reach the mark (32 
years, 76 days old), trailing only RANDY 
MOSS (31 years, 298 days old) and Pro 
Football Hall of Famer JERRY RICE (32 
years, 59 days). 

  

RYAN FITZPATRICK 
QB, New York Jets 

 Surpassed Pro Football Hall of Famer SID 
LUCKMAN (Columbia, 137) for the most 
passing touchdowns all-time by an Ivy League 
quarterback (Harvard, 154). 

  

MATT FORTÉ 
RB, Chicago Bears 

 Reached 8,000 career rushing yards (8,602) 
and 3,500 receiving yards (4,116) in his 111th 
game, the second-fastest player in NFL 
history to reach those marks (Pro Football 
Hall of Famer MARSHALL FAULK, 107 
games). 

  

DEVONTA FREEMAN 
RB, Atlanta Falcons 

 Became the only player since at least the 
1970 merger to rush for at least three 
touchdowns in each of his first two career 
starts. 
 

 Became the first player to rush for at least 
seven TDs in his team’s first four games to 
start a season since LA DAINIAN 
TOMLINSON (eight) in 2005. 
 

 Became the fourth player at age 23 or 
younger to rush for at least 600 yards (621) 
and nine touchdowns in his team’s first seven 
games of a season, joining Pro Football Hall 
of Famers JIM BROWN (1958 and 1959), 
ERIC DICKERSON (1983) and EMMITT 
SMITH (1992). 

  

ANTONIO GATES 
TE, San Diego Chargers 

 Has 104 career touchdown receptions and 
joined TONY GONZALEZ (111) as the only 
tight ends in league annals with 100 receiving 
touchdowns.  
 

 Has 21 career games with at least two 
touchdown catches, the most ever by a tight 
end. 

  

WILLIAM GAY 
CB, Pittsburgh Steelers 

 Returned an interception 23 yards for a 
touchdown in Week 14 and scored a 
touchdown on five consecutive interceptions, 
surpassing TEDY BRUSCHI (four), 
CHARLES TILLMAN (four), and CAPTAIN 
MUNNERLYN (four) for the longest such 
streak in NFL history. 

  

STEPHEN GOSTKOWSKI 
K, New England Patriots 

 Led the NFL in scoring for the fifth time in his 
career with 151 points and joined Pro Football 
Hall of Famer DON HUTSON (five) and GINO 



CAPPELLETTI (five) as the only players to 
lead the league in points scored at least five 
times. 

  

A.J. GREEN 
WR, Cincinnati Bengals 

 Had 1,297 receiving yards, his fifth 
consecutive season with at least 1,000 
receiving yards, and joined RANDY MOSS 
(six) as the only players in NFL history with at 
least five 1,000-yard receiving seasons to 
begin a career. 
 

 In Week 3, had 10 catches for 227 yards and 
two touchdowns, including the seven-yard 
game-winning score with 2:10 remaining in 
the fourth quarter, and became the second 
player in NFL history with 10+ catches, 225+ 
receiving yards and two touchdowns, 
including a game-winning TD in the fourth 
quarter or overtime in the same game (MILES 
AUSTIN on October 11, 2009 vs. Kansas 
City). 

  

ROB GRONKOWSKI 
TE, New England Patriots 

 Reached 60 career touchdown receptions in 
his 71st career game in Week 7, the third-
fastest player to reach the milestone and the 
fastest tight end to do so. 

  

TODD GURLEY 
RB, St. Louis Rams 

 Led all rookies with 1,106 rushing yards and 
10 rushing touchdowns. 
 

 Had five games with at least 125 rushing 
yards, trailing only Pro Football Hall of Famer 
ERIC DICKERSON (seven in 1983) for the 
most such games by a rookie in NFL history. 
 

 Had 566 rushing yards in his first four starts, 
the most through four starts by any NFL 
player that began his career in the Super 
Bowl era (since 1966). 

  

PERCY HARVIN 
WR, Buffalo Bills 

 Had a 51-yard touchdown catch in Week 1 
and joined Pro Football Hall of Famer OLLIE 
MATSON as the only players in NFL history 
with at least four career 50-yard touchdown 
catches and three 100-yard kickoff-return 
touchdowns. 

  

MATT HASSELBECK 
QB, Indianapolis Colts 

 Joined Pro Football Hall of Famer WARREN 
MOON (four) and BRETT FAVRE (four) as 
the only quarterbacks to win four consecutive 
starts after their 40th birthday in the Super 
Bowl era. 

  

DE ANDRE HOPKINS 
WR, Houston Texans 

 In Weeks 4-6, became the first player in NFL 
history with at least nine catches and 145 
receiving yards in three consecutive games. 

  

CHRIS IVORY 
RB, New York Jets 

 Became only the fourth undrafted player in 
NFL history to gain at least 140 rushing yards 
in two consecutive games in Weeks 4 and 6. 

  

DE SEAN JACKSON 
WR, Washington Redskins 

 Has 20 career touchdowns of at least 60 
yards and surpassed Pro Football Hall of 
Famer LANCE ALWORTH for the fourth-most 



in NFL history. 

  

SEBASTIAN JANIKOWSKI 
K, Oakland Raiders 

 Tied JASON HANSON (52) for the most 50-
yard field goals in NFL history. 

  

CALVIN JOHNSON 
WR, Detroit Lions 

 Surpassed 11,000 career receiving yards 
(11,619) in his 127th game in Week 8, the 
fewest needed to reach the milestone in NFL 
history. 

  

DAVID JOHNSON 
RB-KR, Arizona Cardinals 

 Became the first player in NFL history with a 
rushing touchdown, receiving touchdown and 
kickoff-return touchdown in his first two 
games to begin a career. 
 

 First rookie since Pro Football Hall of Famer 
GALE SAYERS (1965) to have multiple 
rushing touchdowns (three), multiple receiving 
touchdowns (two) and a kickoff-return 
touchdown in his team’s first five games of a 
season. 
 

 Joined Sayers as the only rookies in NFL 
history with at least four rushing touchdowns 
(eight), four receiving touchdowns (four) and a 
kick-return touchdown in a season. 

  

JULIO JONES 
WR, Atlanta Falcons 

 Led the league in receiving yards (1,871), the 
second-most yards in a single season in NFL 
history (CALVIN JOHNSON, 1,964 in 2012). 
 

 Became the third player in NFL history with at 
least 125 receptions (136) and 1,700 
receiving yards (1,871) in a season (MARVIN 
HARRISON, 2002 and ANTONIO BROWN, 
2015) 
 

 Became the first player in NFL history to 
record at least 135 receiving yards in each of 
his team’s first three games. 

  

JARVIS LANDRY 
WR, Miami Dolphins 

 Has 194 career receptions, the most by any 
player in his first two seasons in NFL history. 

  

JEREMY LANGFORD 
RB, Chicago Bears 

 In Week 10, became the third rookie in NFL 
history with at least 70 rushing yards (73), a 
touchdown run, 100 receiving yards (109) and 
a touchdown catch in the same game. 

  

TYLER LOCKETT 
WR-PR-KR, Seattle Seahawks 

 Joined Pro Football Hall of Famer GALE 
SAYERS (1965) as the only rookies in NFL 
history to have at least five touchdown 
receptions (six), a kickoff-return touchdown 
and a punt-return touchdown. 
 

 Had a 57-yard punt-return touchdown in 
Week 1 and became the first rookie to score a 
touchdown on his first career return on Kickoff 
Weekend since 2005 (San Francisco’s OTIS 
AMEY). 
 

 Became the second rookie in NFL history 
(TONY GREEN, 1978) to have both a punt-
return touchdown and a kickoff-return 



touchdown in his team’s first three games to 
start a season. 

  

ANDREW LUCK 
QB, Indianapolis Colts 

 Reached 100 career touchdown passes in his 
55th career game in Week 9, the fourth-
fewest games to reach the mark in NFL 
history. 

  

KHALIL MACK 
DE, Oakland Raiders 

 Posted nine sacks in Weeks 12-14, tied for 
the third-most sacks through any three-game 
span in a single season since the statistic 
became official in 1982. 

  

ELI MANNING 
QB, New York Giants 

 Passed for 4,436 yards in 2015 and moved 
into 11th place on the all-time passing yards 
list (44,191). 

  

PEYTON MANNING 
QB, Denver Broncos 

 Has 71,940 career passing yards and 
surpassed BRETT FAVRE (71,838) for the 
most in NFL history. 
 

 Earned his 186th regular season victory in 
Week 8 and tied Favre for the most of any 
starting quarterback in NFL history. 
 

 Has 6,125 career completions and joined 
Favre (6,300) as the only players to reach 
6,000 career completions.  

  

MARCUS MARIOTA 
QB, Tennessee Titans 

 Had four games with at least three touchdown 
passes, tying PEYTON MANNING (1998) for 
the most ever by a rookie. 
 

 Became the first rookie in NFL history to have 
two games with four touchdown passes and 
no interceptions (Weeks 1 and 9). 
 

 Scored touchdowns of at least 40 yards via 
passing (long of 61 yards), rushing (long of 87 
yards) and receiving (long of 41 yards), the 
first player to accomplish the feat in a single 
season since Pro Football Hall of Fame 
running back WALTER PAYTON in 1983. 
 

 Had six touchdown passes in his first two 
games, the most by any NFL player in his first 
two career games. 
 

 Completed 13 of 16 passes (81.3 percent) for 
209 yards with four touchdowns and no 
interceptions for a 158.3 passer rating in 
Week 1 and became first rookie in NFL 
history to post a 158.3 passer rating on 
Kickoff Weekend (minimum 14 attempts), 
which is the highest attainable rating. 

  

BRANDON MARSHALL 
WR, New York Jets 

 Had 109 receptions and became the first 
player in NFL history with six 100-catch 
seasons. 
 

 Had 1,502 receiving yards and became the 
first player in NFL history with a 1,000-yard 
receiving season with four different teams 
(Denver, Miami, Chicago and the Jets). 



  

LAMAR MILLER 
RB, Miami Dolphins 

 Had a 54-yard touchdown reception and an 
85-yard TD run – both in the second quarter – 
in Week 7. Miller joins CHRIS JOHNSON 
(September 20, 2009) as the only players in 
NFL history with an 85+ yard touchdown run 
and 50+ yard TD catch in a single game. 
Miller is the only player to accomplish the feat 
in a single quarter. 

  

CAM NEWTON 
QB, Carolina Panthers 

 Has 117 passing touchdowns and 43 rushing 
touchdowns in his career and is the only 
player in NFL history with at least 100 passing 
touchdowns and 25 rushing touchdowns in his 
first five seasons. 
 

 Had 35 touchdown passes and 10 rushing 
touchdowns and is the only player in NFL 
history with at least 30 passing touchdowns 
and 10 rushing touchdowns in a single 
season. 
 

 Had 3,837 passing yards and 636 rushing 
yards and became the only player in NFL 
history to have five different seasons with at 
least 3,000 passing yards and 500 rushing 
yards. 
 

 Recorded a passing touchdown and a rushing 
touchdown in the same game 31 times in his 
career, tied with Pro Football Hall of Famer 
STEVE YOUNG for the most in NFL history. 
 

 In Week 15, became the first player in NFL 
history with at least 300 passing yards (340), 
100 rushing yards (100) and five touchdown 
passes in a single game. 

  

JOSH NORMAN 
CB, Carolina Panthers 

 Became the first cornerback with two 
interception-return touchdowns in his team’s 
first four games to begin a season since 
CHARLES WOODSON in 2008. 

  

BROCK OSWEILER 
QB, Denver Broncos 

 Became the first quarterback in the Super 
Bowl era to make his first career start and win 
on his birthday in Denver’s 17-15 win at 
Chicago in Week 11. 

  

JULIUS PEPPERS 
LB, Green Bay Packers 

 Has 136 career sacks and surpassed JOHN 
ABRAHAM (133.5) and DE MARCUS WARE 
(134.5) to tie for the ninth-most sacks 
(JARED ALLEN) since the stat became 
official in 1982. 

  

ADRIAN PETERSON 
RB, Minnesota Vikings 

 Led the NFL with 1,485 rushing yards and 
became the third player in NFL history to lead 
the league in rushing after his 30th birthday.  
 

 Tied for the league lead with 11 rushing 
touchdowns and joined Pro Football Hall of 
Famer EMMITT SMITH (eight) and LA 
DAINIAN TOMLINSON (nine) as the only 
players in NFL history to rush for 10 
touchdowns in at least eight different 
seasons. 



 

 Scored his 100th career touchdown in Week 
14 in his 117th career game and joined Pro 
Football Hall of Famers JIM BROWN and 
Smith and Tomlinson as the only players in 
NFL history with at least 10,000 rushing yards 
and 100 total touchdowns in the first 117 
games to begin a career. 
 

 Rushed for at least 125 yards five times in 
2015 and has 30 career games with at least 
125 rushing yards, the sixth most in NFL 
history. 
 

 Has 18 career games with at least 150 
rushing yards, tied with Pro Football Hall of 
Famers ERIC DICKERSON and Smith for the 
fourth-most in NFL history. 
 

 Rushed for 203 yards in Week 10, his sixth 
career 200-yard rushing game, tied with Pro 
Football Hall of Famer O.J. SIMPSON for the 
most 200-yard rushing games in NFL history. 

  

THOMAS RAWLS 
RB, Seattle Seahawks 

 Had 712 rushing yards in his first six starts, 
the most rushing yards by an undrafted player 
in his first six career starts since the 1970 
merger. 
 

 In Week 11, became the first rookie with at 
least 250 scrimmage yards (255), a rushing 
touchdown and a touchdown catch in the 
same game in NFL history. 

  

PHILIP RIVERS 
QB, San Diego Chargers 

 Reached 40,000 career passing yards in his 
159th career game in Week 12, the fourth-
fastest in NFL history. 

  

AARON RODGERS 
QB, Green Bay Packers 

 Reached 30,000 career passing yards in 
Week 6 in 3,652 attempts, the fewest needed 
to reach 30,000 passing yards in NFL history. 
 
Rodgers reached the mark in his 116th career 
game, the fourth-fewest games of any player 
to reach the milestone. 

  

BEN ROETHLISBERGER 
QB, Pittsburgh Steelers 

 Reached 40,000 career passing yards in 

Week 8 in his 163rd game and surpassed Pro 

Football Hall of Famer WARREN MOON (165 
games) for the fifth fewest games to reach the 
milestone. 
 

 Passed for 379 yards in Week 10, the most 
ever by a quarterback who did not start the 
game. 
 

 Completed 40 passes in Week 15 and 
became the first player in NFL history with two 
career games with at least 40 completions (40 
on October 26, 2014). 

  

MATT RYAN 
QB, Atlanta Falcons 

 Surpassed 30,000 career passing yards in his 
117th career game, the fifth-fastest in NFL 
history. 



  

ALEX SMITH 
QB, Kansas City Chiefs 

 Did not throw an interception in 312 pass 
attempts, the second-longest streak in NFL 
history (TOM BRADY, 358 attempts). 

  

STEVE SMITH, SR. 
WR, Baltimore Ravens 

 Had 13 receptions for 186 yards and two 
touchdowns in Week 3 at 36 years old, joining 
TONY GONZALEZ (36) and Pro Football Hall 
of Famer TIM BROWN (36) as the only 
players to have 13 or more receptions after 
turning 36 years old. His 186 receiving yards 
are the second-most in a game by a player at 
age 36 or older, trailing only TERRELL 
OWENS (36), who had a 222-yard receiving 
performance for Cincinnati in 2010. 

  

DARREN SPROLES 
RB-PR, Philadelphia Eagles 

 Had a punt-return touchdown (89 yards) and 
a rushing touchdown (one yard) in Week 3, 
his second career performance with a punt-
return touchdown and a rushing touchdown 
(November 10, 2014). He is the fourth player 
in NFL history to record multiple games with 
both a punt-return touchdown and a rushing 
touchdown, joining OCKIE ANDERSON, 
CURLY ODEN and Pro Football Hall of 
Famer GALE SAYERS. 
 

 Is the only player in NFL history with at least 
25 receiving touchdowns (28), 15 rushing 
touchdowns (20) and five punt-return 
touchdowns (seven). 

  

MATTHEW STAFFORD 
QB, Detroit Lions 

 Reached 25,000 career passing yards 
(25,976) in his 90th game in Week 14, 
surpassing Pro Football Hall of Famer DAN 
MARINO (92) for the fewest games to reach 
the milestone. 

  

RYAN TANNEHILL 
QB, Miami Dolphins 

 Completed 25 consecutive pass attempts 
over a two-game span in Weeks 6 and 7, the 
most consecutive completions in NFL history. 

  

TYROD TAYLOR 
QB, Buffalo Bills 

 In Week 5, became the fifth player in NFL 
history – and only the second in the Super 
Bowl era (since 1966) – with 100+ passing 
yards (109), 70+ rushing yards (76) and a 
reception in the same game. 

  

J.J. WATT 
DE, Houston Texans 

 Led the NFL with 17.5 sacks and joined Pro 
Football Hall of Famer REGGIE WHITE as 
the only players with at least 15 sacks in three 
of their first five seasons since the statistic 
became official in 1982. 
 

 Has 21 career multi-sack games, the second-
most of any player in his first five seasons. 
Only White (24) had more multi-sack games 
in his first five seasons since the statistic 
became official in 1982. 
 

 Surpassed 70 career sacks in Week 12 in his 
75th game, the second-fewest games of any 
NFL player since the statistic became official 
in 1982, trailing only White (57 games). 

  



KARLOS WILLIAMS 
RB, Buffalo Bills 

 Joined ROBERT EDWARDS (six in 1998) as 
the only players to score a touchdown in each 
of his first six career games. 

  

RUSSELL WILSON 
QB, Seattle Seahawks 

 Became the first quarterback in NFL history 

with 4,000 passing yards (4,024), 30 

touchdown passes (34) and 500 rushing 

yards (553) in a season.  

 

 Threw 24 touchdown passes and one 

interception in Weeks 11-17 and became the 

only player in NFL history to pass for at least 

24 touchdowns and have one or zero 

interceptions in a seven-game span within a 

season. 

 

 Has 24 games with multiple touchdown 

passes and no interceptions, the most such 

performances by any player in his first four 

seasons since the 1970 merger. 

 

 In Weeks 11-15, became the first player in 

NFL history to pass for at least three 

touchdowns and no interceptions in five 

consecutive games. 

 

 Has seven career games with a passing 

touchdown, a rushing touchdown and no 

interceptions. Only CAM NEWTON (12) has 

more such games in a player’s first four 

seasons to begin a career.   

  

JAMEIS WINSTON 
QB, Tampa Bay Buccaneers 

 Passed for 4,042 yards, the third-most 

passing yards by a rookie in NFL history. 

 

 Threw 22 touchdown passes, tied with 

CHARLIE CONERLY for the fourth-most by a 

rookie in NFL history. 

 

 Had five touchdown passes and no 

interceptions in Week 11 and joined RAY 

BUIVID (December 5, 1937) as the only 

rookie quarterbacks in NFL history to 

accomplish the feat. 

  

JASON WITTEN 
TE, Dallas Cowboys 

 Has 1,020 career receptions and joined 
TONY GONZALEZ (1,325) as the only tight 
ends in NFL history with 1,000 career 
catches. 
 

 Surpassed 1,000 career receptions in Week 
13 at 33 years, 215 days old, the youngest 
tight end in NFL history to reach 1,000 career 
receptions. 

  

CHARLES WOODSON 
S, Oakland Raiders 

 Had five interceptions in 2015 and has 65 

career interceptions, tied with KEN RILEY for 

fifth on the all-time list. 

 

 Has recorded an interception in 18 

consecutive seasons, joining Pro Football Hall 



of Famer DARRELL GREEN (19 seasons) as 

the only players to accomplish the feat. 

 

 Recorded two interceptions in Week 5, the 

only player in NFL history with two 

interceptions in a game at age 39 or older. 

 

Woodson is one of three players in NFL 

history with an interception at age 39 or older, 

joining Green and CLAY MATTHEWS, JR. 

  

ADAM VINATIERI 
K, Indianapolis Colts 

 Is the first player in NFL history to score at 
least 1,000 points with two different teams 
(1,095 points with Indianapolis; 1,158 with 
New England). 
 

 Has made 503 career field goals and 
surpassed JASON HANSON (495) for the 
third-most in NFL history. 
 

 Vinatieri also joined MORTEN ANDERSEN 
(565) and GARY ANDERSON (538) as the 
only players to make 500 career made field 
goals in a career. 

  

GREG ZUERLEIN 
K, St. Louis Rams 

 Converted a 61-yard field goal in Week 9 and 
joined SEBASTIAN JANIKOWSKI as the 
only players in NFL history with two career 
60-yard field goals. 

 
 


